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Asheville, North Carolina 


Remarks on Arrival at the Asheville Municipal 
Airport. September 22, 1978 


Senator Bob Morgan, Governor Jim 
Hunt, former Governor Bob Scott, my 
good friend Congressman Lamar Gudger, 
Congressman Hefner, and Congressman 
Mann, Mayor Trantham, Mayor Todd, 
Chairman White, Chairman McCain, 
many people in the audience who are re- 
sponsible for my being President, who 
share with me the successes and the 
blame: 

I’m glad to be back home in North 
Carolina—even if I am 1 week late. 
[Laughter] It is partially your credit that 
we finally ended the Camp David summit 
with success, because I was eager to come 
back to North Carolina, and I wasn’t the 
only one who was eager to leave. 
[Laughter] 

The last day, when everything seemed 
to be going wrong, Prime Minister Begin 
came up to me and said, “Mr. President, 
I promise that Israel will get out of the 
Sinai, if you’ll let me get out of Camp 
David.” [Laughter] 

It’s a good time for all of us in politics 
and government. In a person’s private life, 
there are times of struggle, times of dis- 
appointment, times of challenge, times 
of failure, times of hope and times of 
dreams, times of success and notable 
achievement, times of prayer and times 


of thanksgiving. And I have felt through- 
out the last 20 months, and particularly 
the last 2 or 3 weeks, that your prayers 
were indeed with me. 

We have a great country. It’s always a 
mistake for us to overemphasize the trans- 
ient or rapidly changing problems that we 
face. Our country has always been willing 
to face great challenges and to overcome 
difficulties and to meet difficult challenges 
and to answer tough questions. We’ve not 
changed. We still have the same pioneer 
spirit that bound us together 200 years 
ago, or even earlier. 

My people, the Carter family, moved 
from North Carolina longer than 200 
years ago. And we've always had a kin- 
ship with your State and a realization 
that there was a role for the individual 
human being in a democratic, free society 
that could contribute, no matter whether 
one had a service station or a peanut 
farm or was occupying the White House. 
We are party to a team effort and a team 
spirit that’s not going to stop, not going 
to pause. We’re going to continue to make 
our Nation and to keep our Nation the 
greatest one on Earth. You can depend 
on that, if I can depend on you. 

I’m particularly glad to come here with 
Lamar Gudger. Although he is new in 
Congress, he’s no newer than I am in the 
White House—[laughter|—and I have 
felt particularly close to him. I looked at 
a clipping from a local newspaper not too 
long ago, and it said that although I had 
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very good support from the North Caro- 
lina congressional delegation, that the 
best support from any Congressman in 
Washington from North Carolina was 
from your friend and my friend, Lamar 
Gudger. I thank him, and I thank you for 
sending him there. And I have to make 
one request of you: When November 
comes, I want you to send him back with 
the biggest margin of any Democratic 
candidate in the whole United States. 

He has helped me on things that are 
important to you, along, I have to admit, 
with other people on this platform—Bob 
Scott and the other Members of 
Congress. 

When I went into the White House, we 
had a very serious series of problems. As 
a farmer, as a warehouseman, as someone 
who’s lived in agriculture all my life, I 
know how bad the farm depression was 
20 months ago, 24 months ago. Those of 
you who are interested in agriculture, 
think back—prices were going down that 
the farmers got for our products, prices 
that they paid for fertilizer, seed, equip- 
ment were going up much more rapidly. 
Net farm income was dropping. 

Last year, October 1, on my birthday, 
we put into effect a brand new agriculture 
bill. And since then, farmers’ spirits, 
farmers’ well-being have been going up. 
This is a great stride forward. 

Another problem that I had when I 
became President was the high unemploy- 
ment rate that Bob Morgan mentioned. 
When I became President, there were 10 
million Americans who could not find a 
full-time job. More than 7 million Ameri- 
cans did not have a job at all. The unem- 
ployment rate had been going up steadily 
almost for the preceding 8 years. And the 
Congress and I formed a partnership to 
try to do something about it. Since that 
time, we’ve had a net increase of over 6 
million new jobs in the United States. 

The unemployment rate has dropped 2 
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full percentage points nationwide, and it’s 
holding steady and progressing in the di- 
rection that you want it to move. This 
could not have been done without cooper- 
ation. And one of the best things about 
our programs that we’ve put forward is 
that we’ve done it not depending just on 
government handouts and jobs—they’ve 
been important for some special groups— 
but we’ve tried to strengthen the private 
enterprise system to let private jobs, per- 
manent jobs be the root of the progress 
we have made. And that’s what we’re go- 
ing to do in the future. 

I’ve always been concerned about the 
Government bureaucracy. I talked about 
it a lot during the campaign. It’s one of 
the reasons I was elected President. I 
thought it was bad, but when I got to 
Washington, it was a lot worse than I 
thought it was. And we’ve done some- 
thing about it. 

Early last year, the Congress gave me 
the authority to reorganize the structure 
of Government, and we’ve put forward a 
series of reorganization plans. There’s not 
been a single one refused by the Congress. 
This is an extraordinary, unprecedented 
achievement. 

In the past, Democratic and Republi- 
can Presidents have only been successful 
in having the Congress approve about one 
out of three of the proposals made. But 
it shows the harmony that does exist be- 
tween a Democratic Congress and a Dem- 
ocratic President answering the demands 
of the American people. 

For the first time in almost a hundred 
years, we now have civil service reform 
on the verge of being passed, thanks to 
many of you who’ve let your Members of 
Congress know how important it is to you. 

We’ve got hundreds of thousands of 
competent, dedicated public servants who 
work under the civil service system. They 
want to do a better job. They want to see 
excellence and dedicated employees re- 
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warded. They don’t want to see someone 
sitting next to them, loafing and incom- 
petent, promoted and paid at the same 
rate. So what this new law will do is to let 
us reward good employees, correct the de- 
fects among those that are not very good, 
inspire them to work harder or fire them 
if they don’t work, and let managers man- 
age the Government, save you money, 
give you better services. Everybody wins 
all the way around. 

I just want to mention one other thing, 
since I’m in North Carolina and know 
how you feel. My professional career, as 
you know, was in the Navy. I was a sub- 
marine officer, and I went to the U.S. 
Naval Academy. I believe in a strong de- 
fense. And as long as I and these men are 
serving you in Washington, we’re going 
to have a strong defense—one so strong 
that no one will dare to attack us with 
any thought that they might be success- 
ful. You can depend on that. 

But there’s another element of defense, 
and that is strength through character. 
We don’t need to be a bully, trying to 
push other people around. We don’t need 
to be combative, with a chip on our 
shoulder at all times. And since I’ve been 
in the White House, we have tried to 
reach out to others, even some of those 
who have not been quite so friendly with 
us in the past. 

We put our arms around the shoulders 
of our close friends, who might be living 
next to one another in a state of war, and 
we've said, “Let’s talk about the problems 
of our people and bring peace to the 
world.” Sometimes this has been very un- 
popular, even with some of you. 

One of the most difficult decisions that 
I’ve ever had to make in politics was to 
deal with the Panamanian treaty ques- 
tion. Some of you didn’t like what we 
did. I realize that. But we now have a 
new spirit in Latin America, a strong, 
friendly spirit of mutual respect—not a 
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great nation or a big brother looking down 
on others, but one in which we’ve formed 
a partnership to strengthen those ties of 
friendship, democratic principles, preser- 
vation of human rights. And with that 
strength, we can keep out the spread of 
communism in our own hemisphere. 

We tried to deal fairly with the Turks 
and the Greeks to bring peace to Cyprus 
and to restore the damage that had been 
done to NATO. And lately, we've 
reached out to our friends, the Egyptians, 
and our friends, the Israelis, to bring 
them, for the first time in 30 years, after 
four wars, to a state of peace and friend- 
ship with open borders and trade and an 
end to the terrible bloodshed that’s 
wreaked havoc in that area. 

So, there is a combination of strong, 
staunch military commitment on the one 
hand and a nation that’s clean and decent 
and a source of pride on the other hand, 
where people can respect us and where 
the true spirit of our country can be shown 
to the rest of the world. And as long as 
I’m in the White House, I’ll continue to 
exemplify what you are, what our Na- 
tion has been, what our Nation has been 
in the long past, what our Nation is now, 
what it can be in the future. 

I believe in the spirit of commitments 
that were made 200 years ago, here in 
your State and mine, and I believe that 
you want us to raise a banner high of 
protecting human rights around the 
world, as we do in our own country, and 
that’s what we’re going to have if you'll 
continue to be partners with us. 

I don’t want to look too far away from 
you. We’ve also recognized that the best 
government is the one closest to you. I 
don’t believe in a big brother in Washing- 
ton telling you how to run your business. 
We’ve tried to get government’s nose out 
of people’s business as best we can, but not 
in a combative or disputive way. We’ve 
formed a good alliance with the mayors 
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here on the platform, with the airport 
manager here where we stand, with Gov- 
ernor Hunt, and many others. And it’s 
very important that we continue this. 

We’re trying to make North Carolina 
a kind of rural laboratory to show that 
small towns and cities, like where I live, 
and people who live on farms, have a 
chance for a better life. 

Right here where we're standing, even 
though you’ve already got some help from 
the Federal Aviation Administration, I 
can announce today there will be $2 mil- 
lion more coming in here next month to 
add 1,500 more feet to your runway, giv- 
ing you an 8,000-foot runway to connect 
you with the outside world. 

And we've tried to do away with some 
crazy Federal regulations. In 1 day, ear- 
lier this year, OSHA, the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, elimi- 
nated 1,100 regulations. We’re trying to 
do the same thing in the Farm Home Ad- 
ministration. 

I grew up in an area where there’s a lot 
of oak wood and hickory wood that can’t 
be used for much else except burning. 
And there’s been a regulation that even 
in a farmhouse, you couldn’t have a Farm 
Home Administration loan to put a fire- 
place in the living room. But we are tak- 
ing that regulation out to let folks around 
here that have trees keep warm in the 
winter and not spend a lot of money on 
buying fuel that’s produced in Oklahoma 
and Texas. 

We had another regulation that said 
when you build a house, you had to pro- 
vide money for curbs and gutters. Well, 
where I grew up in the country, we didn’t 
need curbs and gutters. And we are re- 
moving that regulation as well. 
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There’s another one that says you 
couldn’t get a Farm Home Administra- 
tion loan if the grade level in the particu- 
lar area was more than 15 percent. There 
are a lot of places around this site we’re 
standing, Asheville, where 15-percent 
grade looks like flat land. [Laughter] So, 
we are making changes like this to make 
your life better. 

I might say in closing that I need your 
help. We’ve had some successes, we’ve got 
some challenges ahead. I’m very grateful 
to you to come out and meet me today. 
I ask you to help politically as well. 

I realize there are a lot of Democrats 
here, I realize there are a lot of Republi- 
cans, there are a lot of people who don’t 
have any party affiliation. But I hope 
you'll give your careful attention to elect- 
ing John Ingram to the U.S. Senate and 
Lamar Gudger to the Congress, to give the 
kind of spirit that I try to exemplify in my 
own political life—a deep care about 
people who need help most, who want to 
stand on their own feet, make their own 
decisions, arrange their own lives, be 
proud of their own government, work 
closely with the local government, respect 
the officials, respect one another, live in a 
nation that’s strong and peaceful. 

Those are the kind of things I want; 
they’re the kind of things you want. To- 
gether, you and I, we can have them in 
our country in the future. 


Thank you very much. God bless every 
one of you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. In 
his opening remarks he referred to Mayors Roy 
Trantham of Asheville and Frank Todd of 
Hendersonville, N.C., John C. White, chairman 
of the Democratic National Committee, and 
Betty McCain, chairman of the Democratic 
Party in North Carolina. 
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Asheville, North Carolina 


Remarks at a Reception for John Ingram. 
September 22, 1978 


Senator Morgan and Governor Jim Hunt, 
Congressman Lamar Gudger, Wallace 
Hyde, who, along with the others, helped 
make it possible for me to be elected, and 
your next Senator, John Ingram: 

I don’t have any particular remarks 
prepared tonight. But as I was sitting here 
on the stage, some thoughts went through 
my mind that I think are, perhaps, similar 
to those that went through yours. 

As I listened to John Ingram talk, he 
obviously is a man who is quiet and sin- 
cere. He may not be as sophisticated as 
some of you, and neither am I, but there’s 
a genuineness about him that appeals to 
me. I believe he means what he says. And 
I know when I first began to run for 
President, not many people thought I had 
a chance. A few of you thought so, and 
you helped me. And a few months ago 
when John Ingram decided to run for the 
US. Senate, many of you, even the strong- 
est, most loyal, most knowledgeable 
Democrats, didn’t think he had a chance. 
And when you got ready to give a cam- 
paign contribution, the chances are that 
you probably gave it to another fine man, 
Luther Hodges, or maybe some of the 
other candidates, Mr. Davis, or others. 

But there was something in John In- 
gram that the people liked and trusted. It’s 
hard to say exactly what it is, because you 
can’t analyze the inner character of a 
man. But I believe a lot of women thought 
back about how he treated them in estab- 
lishing insurance rates. 

We hear a lot about the rights of 
women and treating them fairly and de- 
cently and giving them a chance for a job 
and equal pay, taking care of widows. 
But not many insurance commissioners 
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around the country have been sure that 
insurance rates were fair to women. 

A lot of young people, young men, just 
as good as you and I, just as good as the 
young ladies, have long been stigmatized 
and condemned and made to pay higher 
insurance rates because a few are careless 
and reckless. And it’s an easy thing to 
overlook something like that and say, 
“Well, all of them are not to be trusted.” 
But in a strange way, because I think he’s 
close to people, John Ingram said, “Well. 
young people can be trusted.” And the 
insurance rates for young men and womer 
in North Carolina are just about the low. 
est in the whole country because he hac! 
confidence in them. 


I noticed when he introduced his wife, 
he was really proud of her. And I could 
tell that he really meant it when he called 
his three daughters up here and his son, 
and said, “These are the people that make 
me strong.” Some might think, well, that’s 
kind of a corny thing to do. Well, if so, I’m 
corny, too, because that’s the way I feel 
about my family. 

You don’t have to be a college professor, 
you don’t have to be a distinguished law- 
yer, you don’t have to be someone who’s 
rich to understand what people need in 
Washington, in the White House or in the 
Congress, or in the State legislature or the 
Governor’s mansion. What you need is 
someone who’s close to the people and 
who, although he might be 40, 50, 60 years 
old, still understands what it means to be 
young and what it means to be young in 
spirit and the special problems of those 
who need help. 


I’m a Democrat by inheritance and by 
conviction and by experience. And I see 
some things that are special in my own 
party that make me proud. I think John 
Ingram, Lamar Gudger, represent those 
kinds of things; Bob Morgan represents 
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those kinds of things; Jim Hunt repre- 
sents those kinds of things. 

We've always been eager to reach a 
hand out to someone who was in need, 
not down as though we were superior to 
them, but reach out as a brother or a sister, 
and say, “You’re having a tough time 
now, perhaps you don’t have a job, per- 
haps you haven’t had a chance to get a 
good education, perhaps you are a farmer 
with just a few acres of land and not much 
capital, perhaps you’re a young married 
person, you don’t yet have the finances 
to buy a home, perhaps your parents have 
never been to college or your grandpar- 
ents, and you, for the first time, are trying 
to get a better education than they.” 

Well, those are the kind of people that 
the Democrats have always cared about; 
even rich Democrats are concerned about 
those things. And in doing that, they ex- 
emplify the finest aspects of a genuine 
Southern—you might say—conservatism. 
Because we believe that the best way to 
invest our money and taxpayers’ money is 
in people, to give them a chance to take 
whatever talent God might have given 
them—sometimes not much talent—but 
to use it, through better education pro- 
grams, housing programs, farm programs, 
to let people stand on their own feet, 
answer their own questions, make their 
own decisions, run their own lives and, in 
the process, contribute, to let the rest of 
us have a better life. 

This is not something to be scorned or 
condemned, when you invest in people. 
And I’m proud of the Democratic Party 
because it’s what it is. I grew up as a poli- 
ticlan, as a very young politician—I 
haven’t been in it long—in the South. 
When a lot of people said, “Well, I be- 
lieve in what the Democratic Party stands 
for; I really appreciate what Franklin 
Roosevelt did to change my life in the 
Depression or what Harry Truman did, 
kind of a down-to-earth, honest, tough 
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fighter’’—I appreciate those things— “the 
idealism of John Kennedy.” But one thing 
that Democrats have always had to suffer 
from, particularly in the South, is that we 
had the reputation, which we did not de- 
serve, of being fiscally irresponsible. 

Now, that’s changed. The reputation 
has changed. The facts are that it has 
never been true. But last month, the Gal- 
lup Poll for the first time showed that 
twice as many people in this country said 
that Democrats are fiscally responsible 
than they did Republicans. 


And the reason for it is that we’ve been 
trying, since I’ve been in Washington and 
long before, Democrats have, to get con- 
trol of the Government, to get control of 
the bureaucracy because again, the bu- 
reaucracy really consists of good people, 
people like you and me, who—perhaps 
younger—said, “I’ve got one life to live, 
and I want to spend my life serving 
others.” At first, service in the Federal 
Government was a very low-paying thing; 
it’s getting better. But they’ve got one life 
to live, they want to invest it in America. 

But the problem has been that for the 
last 100 years, the civil service has not 
been modified to let them do a better job. 
And I thought it was a good idea, when 
I was running for President, to promise 
that we would reform the civil service to 
let excellent, dedicated, competent, qual- 
ified employees be rewarded, and to let 
those who are not so competent or not so 
dedicated be inspired or urged to do bet- 
ter, or to be transferred or fired. 

I think it helps all around, because it’s 
not good for one person to be sitting here 
at a desk working hard all day, com- 
petent, and for their neighbor, who’s in- 
competent or lazy, to get the same pay, 
the same promotion, the same privileges, 
for not doing a job that the other person 
then has to do for them. 


So, we’ve come close now to completely 
reforming the civil service system. We 
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can let good employees be rewarded, bad 
ones be better, let managers manage, get 
a better return on your investments in 
government, provide better services for 
our people. We win all along. And that’s 
part of what the Democratic Party is try- 
ing to do. 

I believe in balanced budgets. I don’t 
believe in wasting money, and I believe 
I represent in my own beliefs what most 
Democrats also want to see in Wash- 
ington. 

When I was running for President in 
1976, the Federal deficit was over $60 bil- 
lion, $66 billion. And I resolved to do 
something about it. My first budget that I 
presented to the Congress was in the fifties 
of billions of dollars. The next budget was 
in the forties of billions of dollars. That’s 
the one Congress is working on now—we 
might get a little under forty. In 1980, 
the fiscal year that I’m preparing now, 
it’s going to be well down in the low 
thirties. We’re bringing the budget down 
into balance and, at the same time, we’re 
not cutting short on the delivery of serv- 
ices. We’re providing the needs of Amer- 
ica, and that’s what Democrats have al- 
ways stood for. 

As I said this afternoon at the airport, 
I believe in a strong defense. I spent 11 
years of my life in the Navy, at the Naval 
Academy, on battleships, in submarines. 
And I know that throughout the world, 
people depend on us to be strong enough 
militarily so that no other nation can suc- 
cessfully even hope to challenge the 
United States of America. But there’s 
more to strength than just military weap- 
ons. We’ve got to keep the weapons, 
but strength also comes from being a 
clean nation, a decent nation, a truthful 
nation. 

And I think you all remember that in 
the last few years, we had lost that repu- 
tation. In Vietnam, and with Watergate, 
and with the CIA revelations where they 
had violated the law, a lot of people began 
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to lose confidence in us, and we began to 
lcse confidence in ourselves. But I think 
with the close coordination of a Demo- 
cratic President and a Democratic Con- 
gress, we’ve begun to repair that damage. 
And I think it’s accurate to say that all 
over the world now there’s not a single 
head of a nation, whether they serve in a 
totalitarian society or a democratic society, 
that every day they don’t think about basic 
human rights—are they treating their 
own people fairly? And this has been like 
raising a banner around which we could 
rally once more and of which our friends 
and we both could be proud. 

And, of course, we believe in peace. I’m 
proud that in the last 20 months or so 
we've not had a single American soldier 
lose a drop of blood in a foreign war. And 
I hope when I go out of office, we still can 
say the same thing. But that’s peace 
through strength, not weakness. 

So, you can see that I’m prejudiced on 
behalf of the Democratic Party and what 
it stands for. But we’ve got our problems. 
We don’t claim to know all the answers. 
Sometimes, even in a State like yours, the 
Democratic Party has not worked as a 
team. I’ve been disappointed not too 
many years ago to see Republicans, in 
effect, take over in your State. But now 
we’ve come back. 

And I would like to ask you tonight, as 
a special request from the President of the 
United States and the titular head of the 
Democratic Party, to resolve in your own 
minds and hearts to try to repair that 
damage that has occurred in the past. 
You’ve already demonstrated by coming 
here tonight that you believe in the same 
things that I believe in. But I hope that 
you will leave here tonight committed to 
making sure that we have two Democratic 
Senators in Washington next January. 

It’s not going to be easy. I recognize 
that. But if every one of you would not 
only be satisfied with what you’ve done 
tonight with a contribution—that didn’t 
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hurt any of you—but if you would go 
home and start thinking about what more 
you can do, there’s no doubt in my mind 
that every one of you, no matter how old 
or young, even very young people could 
raise 5 or 10 times as much as you've 
contributed tonight. Send it in to help 
the candidates here on the stage, and kind 
of organize yourselves as campaign 
managers. 

You’re not servants. You’re not follow- 
ers. You're inherent natural leaders. And 
I think the good thing that you can do to 
show your leadership capability is to in- 
vest it in something you love—your 
country. 

So, it wouldn’t hurt you to organize 
your block, or to organize your commu- 
nity, or perhaps the whole town or county, 
and demonstrate once again that we have 
a spirit in the Democratic Party that wants 
to repair past damages, answer difficult 
questions, reach deep within our hearts 
and restore the spirit and the idealism, the 
truthfulness, that has long exhibited what 
the Democratic Party stands for and what 
our country is. 


So, help us all. Let’s elect John Ingram 
and Lamar Gudger, and not only that, 
but show the people of North Carolina 
and our country that we are still as great 
as we used to be and that we can be 
even greater in the future. 


I’m very proud of you, and I thank you 
for giving me your confidence to serve 
as President. Government can’t do every- 
thing for people, and my inspiration 
comes from you. But I’m glad that you 
and I form a partnership, a kind of a 
political team of which I’m proud, very 
proud. And I’m also proud that we have 
a chance to exhibit this team spirit in the 
greatest nation on Earth. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:34 p.m. in 
the Deer Park Pavilion at the Biltmore Estates. 


Dr. Wallace Hyde was chairman of the Ingram 
for Senate Fundraiser. 
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Columbia, South Carolina 


Remarks at a Fundraising Reception 
and Dinner for Charles Ravenel. 
September 22, 1978 


I think that’s one of the best introduc- 
tions I ever had. [Laughter] And it’s obvi- 
ous that Pug means what he says, that he’s 
very excited about being in the same place 
as the President. And I suggest that in 
January, you send him to Washington to 
be with me for a long time. 

As you know, I was supposed to come 
last week. And I’m very interested in this 
race in South Carolina and seeing Pug 
win. I thought the best thing to do was to 
delay the Camp David proceedings for 
about a week and see if I couldn’t boost 
my own popularity a little before I came 
up here. [Laughter] And I’m very grateful 
to say that because of your prayers and he 
support of many people and the presence 
of two truly great men at Camp David, 
Prime Minister Begin and President 
Sadat, that we have been successful in 
taking the first step of what I think is in- 
evitably going to lead very shortly to a 
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt. 

To me, this is indicative of a kind of 
new tone or interrelationship among peo- 
ple, perhaps throughout the whole world. 
Those of you here in South Carolina, 
those of us in Georgia, are descended from 
people who know what it means to go 
through a terrible war and to live under 
occupation and to struggle to restore what 
we've lost and then to rise to new heights 
of achievement and common purpose. 

I think this is the sense that I get 
throughout our own Nation now because 
we have had some very bad years, with the 
Vietnam war and the Watergate embar- 
rassments, the CIA revelations of viola- 
tion of U.S. laws. But I think there’s a 
determination on the part of American 
people to have a nation and a government 
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of which we can be proud once again, and 
also a nation of which the entire world 
can be proud. 

There’s a great determination, I think, 
to have peace. And the change in attitude 
and demeanor, the dropping of ancient, 
unwarranted demands, the shuffling away 
from long-standing hatreds, the forgetting 
of four wars in 30 years by the two leaders 
of Egypt and Israel was, I think, a part of 
a growing sense in the world that things 
can be better if people can work together 
for a common purpose. 

I was Governor of Georgia for 4 years, 
and I watched the campaign of Pug Rav- 
enel 4 years ago. It was like a breath of 
fresh air that swept across the South. 
There was a lot of inspiration in it for us. 
I never had met Pug Ravenel. I came to 
South Carolina early that year to kick off 
the campaign of another candidate— 
[laughter|—Congressman Dorn. And it 
was a bad year for the Democratic Party 
because the victor in the primary, because 
of a legal technicality, was deprived of the 
right to represent the South Carolina 
people. 

This is not typical of our party. It was 
an extra-party thing, legal thing. I don’t 
have any background in law; I’m not 
criticizing what was decided then. But it 
was a loss to South Carolina. And there 
were a lot of bitter feelings left over from 
it. 

The supporters of other candidates felt 
that the party didn’t come back together 
quickly enough to repair the divisions that 
had been caused, through no one’s fault. 
Now is a different time, and if we are not 
successful in November—I think we will 
be—but if we are not successful in Nov- 
ember the only reason will be that you 
didn’t grasp this additional opportunity 
to have the leadership of this fine young 
man and to heal old wounds, as we have 
together healed old historical wounds in 
the South, and to resolve together to reach 
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for an element of achievement and height 
of accomplishment and greatness of which 
I believe Pug Ravenel is capable. 

It’s nice of you to come tonight and to 
make a substantial contribution, and I’m 
grateful for your doing it. So is Pug. But 
that’s not enough. There is probably no 
one here—with maybe just a very few ex- 
ceptions—who couldn’t give much more, 
and I’m sure there’s no one here who 
couldn’t go back home and raise ten times 
as much among your own neighbors and 
friends who trust you and who would be 
willing to make an investment in South 
Carolina’s future. 

I hope that you won’t be satisfied with 
just having done this small thing to help 
a man who, in effect, has devoted his last 
4 years paying off old debts and getting 
prepared to present his ideas, his hopes, 
and his dreams for South Carolina to the 
people who live in this State. You know 
the formidable opposition he has and the 
immense finances that have come in to 
help his opponent, not only from South 
Carolina but from other States. 

I think the financial part is something 
that’s particularly of interest to you be- 
cause you’ve been blessed by God with 
great financial security, most of you have, 
and you can, among your own friends, 
help him in that way. But I recognize in 
many of you additional elements of lead- 
ership that quite often are not adequately 
tapped, maybe for your own professional 
business, yes. But I think you can take the 
next week or 2 weeks, or perhaps a month 
or two, and make an investment of your 
own great talent and ability in the future 
of our country. Organize your own family, 
your own block, your own community, 
suburb, neighborhood, your own county, 
on behalf of Pug Ravenel. Join in with 
those who’ve been active for him in the 
past. I need him in Washington. 

You’ve got a superb United States Sen- 
ator, Fritz Hollings, there, who helps me 
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and helps you and helps the country. He’s 
a man of great dignity, self-assurance, 
competence, knowledge, experience as 
Governor of your State, and a man of 
great compassion. I first heard about him 
when he was concerned about hungry 
people, mostly blacks, mostly little chil- 
dren that public officials had not thought 
about ever before. And I observed the 
attention that he gave them and the book 
he wrote about them and learned a lot 
from it and from him. 

We need two men of that quality to rep- 
resent South Carolina. And it’s really up 
to you. A few people like this, a relatively 
small group in a big State can make all 
the difference in the world if you really 
care. I care. I know Pug Ravenel cares. 
Fritz Hollings cares. And I want all of 
you to care as well. 

This is a time for us to make a sacri- 
fice. We are rising now, I think, very rap- 
idly to reach those elements of success and 
the goals that we’ve set for ourselves. I 
think that you can be part of it. And I 
would feel better knowing that we had a 
solid partnership, whether you might have 
supported another candidate in the past 
or not, whether you’ve been a completely 
devoted Democrat in the past or not, 
whether you’ve ever been active in politics 
in the past or not. 

There are no defects in this man that 
I can discern. I know him well, and I 
know you know him perhaps even better. 
I believe that we’re ready for him, and I 
believe with your help, he’ll be in Wash- 
ington next January to help me. 

I’m going to go in a few minutes over 
to speak to a larger group. I hope you’ll 
join us there. I want to talk about a few 
issues that are important to our country. 

My speech will be brief. I haven’t had 
much rest this week. I’ve had to double 
up on my trips that I couldn’t take last 
week and had a lot of paperwork left over 
because we really stayed at Camp David 
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longer than I thought. But there are some 
things I want to say to you and to them. 
And I just want to say let’s work together 
to send Pug Ravenel to the Senate. 

You'll be doing me, your President, 
South Carolina, your State, and the 
United States, your Nation, a great favor. 

Thank you. 

[The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. at the recep- 
tion on the grounds of the residence of Jeff 
Hunt, a South Carolina businessman. Follow- 
ing his remarks, he went to another area on the 
grounds where he addressed guests at the dinner 
at 9:25 p.m. as follows:] 

Tue Present. I think when I leave 
here, ’ll take Pug Ravenel tomorrow to 
Ohio and Pennsylvania to introduce me 
there. 

Mr. RaveneL. Mr. President, I’m 
never leaving this State again. [Laughter] 

THE PresiDENT. For the last 4 years, 
I’ve been trying to get Pug to come to 
Plains—{laughter|—and he  wouldn’t 
cross the Savannah River until after this 
election. But I think next January he’ll 
be making a trip. And we'll let him come 
home every weekend or two to let you 
know what he’s doing in the United States 
Senate, representing you. 

As I listened to Pug’s glowing introduc- 
tion, a thought went through my mind. 
There is a uniqueness about the Presi- 
dency, it’s a lonely job. Except for prayer, 
you don’t have any place to turn. When 
things go bad, you get entirely too much 
blame. [Laughter] And I have to admit 
that when things go good, you get entirely 
too much credit. [Laughter] 

I was able to spend the last 2 weeks 
with two strong and courageous men. And 
the decisions they made violated ancient 
history, generations of hatred and death. 
Both of them took great political chances 
in changing their past political commit- 
ments—you might say their campaign 
promises; they had to violate some of 
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them. But they were eager to reach for 
peace. There was a change in the Middle 
East in the attitude of people, and I be- 
lieve that we'll make rapid progress now 
in bringing a peace treaty between Israel 
and Egypt. 

President Sadat had a heart attack not 
long ago, so did Prime Minister Begin. 
And Sadat is very careful about his health. 
He gets up early every morning and takes 
a long walk, 4 kilometers, takes an hour. 
He’s a military man, a very brisk walk. 
He comes back and takes calisthenics 
about another half hour or so; he says 
acrobatics, gymnastics. And then it’s 
about 10 o’clock in the morning before 
he’s ready to go to work. 

But on several occasions I got up early 
and did my homework with members of 
my staff, and as President Sadat passed 
my cabin, I went out and walked with 
him. He’s a man of great strength. One 
morning he said something that I thought 
you might be interested in. He said, “I be- 
lieve that you have a sensitivity about our 
problems in the Middle East because 
you’re from the South, because the South 
is the only part of the United States and 
southerners are the only people in the 
United States that really know what it 
means to suffer the tortures of the after- 
math of a war in an occupation govern- 
ment and deprivation for a while and a 
struggle for the overcoming of prejudice 
and hatred between one race and an- 
other.” 

And he said, “I believe that has given 
you not only a special insight, but perhaps 
an additional commitment to bring a 
resolution between two people that have 
long hated each other.” 

I’ve come here tonight still tired, 
haven’t had any time off yet. I had to 
postpone this meeting from last week till 
tonight. I’ve already been to New Jersey 
this week, and go to two more States to- 
morrow ; just came from North Carolina. 
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But I’ve come here because I believe in 
something. I believe in what our Nation 
has been in the past, is becoming now, 
and can be in the future. I believe in the 
Southland. I believe in the people of 
South Carolina, where my grandmama 
came from. And I believe in the people of 
Georgia. And I’ve seen just in my own 
political lifetime, which has been very 
brief, a repairing of ancient divisions. 

The last President that came from the 
South, I think, was in 1848—not because 
we weren’t good people, not because we 
weren't competent politicians, not because 
we weren’t natural leaders, but because 
there were divisions that couldn’t be 
healed; maybe because we didn’t set our 
sights high enough, because when one of 
our southerners would run for President, 
it would probably be on a racist ticket 
running against blacks or against the poor. 
But we’ve overcome that now and we are 
taking the lead in the whole Nation in 
binding our country back together. And 
the rest of the country is proud of it, too. 

And we have shown the way to pull 
white and black people together again ina 
spirit of harmony and friendship and mu- 
tual trust and absolute equality. We 
haven’t repaired all the damage yet, be- 
cause there are a lot of black children, as 
there are a lot of white children, who are 
very poor, who, because their parents 
didn’t have an adequate opportunity, 
don’t yet have one. And I think we see 
that clearer perhaps than folks who live in 
other parts of the country. 


I’m a Democrat because our party has 
always seen better than the other party 
that the best investment of our natural 
resources and our money was in people— 
to give a child of ignorant parents 
a chance for an education, to give a sick 
person a chance for good health care, to 
tear down barriers between people, to let 
young married couples have a chance to 
own a home, to have farmers who were 
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destitute during the Depression years have 
a chance to live in dignity for a change. 
The Democratic Party has always been 
the center of reaching out to help people, 
not as a gift, but to repair a damage to 
them and to recognize in them an innate 
worth that God had given them and to 
give every human being, no matter how 
poor or how deprived, no matter how 
tiny their talents might have been, a 
chance to stand on their own feet, to make 
their own decisions, to work productively, 
to be a part of society. 
The Democratic Party has always had 
a heart. And I’m proud of that. These men 
and women who sit on the stage with me 
tonight, your senior Senator, exemplify 
those qualities. Your next Governor, my 
good friend Dick Riley, exemplifies those 
qualities; Jack Bass typifies those quali- 
ties; your congressional delegation on my 
left and right, who are there working with 
me show those qualities to the Nation. 
I’ve tried to come into the White House 
not as someone who knew all the answers, 
but as someone who brought a fresh view. 
I spent 2 years campaigning around this 
country. As you well know, when I first 
started, I was a laughingstock. Nobody 
thought I had a chance. But I worked, 
and my wife worked, my family worked, 
many of you worked. Some of you had 
great confidence in me. I did enter 30 
primaries—and won. I’ve never served 
in Washington before, I never lived in 
Washington before. But I think I have a 
background that qualifies me at least to 
know what the people hunger for. 
We’ve made some changes for the 
better, with the help of these men on the 
stage. I think we’ve spelled out programs 
in the future that will keep us busy for the 
next 2 years or more. I feel that we’ve got 
a task given by you, and as I was elected 
with your help, I think we can succeed 
with your help. 
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I’m interested in a lot of races in this 
country, but there is no political cam- 
paign in the United States in which I 
am more deeply and personally interested 
than to see a victory won by Pug Ravenel 
in November. 

If you’ll excuse my saying so, I think 
we have a lot in common, which is a com- 
pliment to me. His family moved to South 
Carolina about 200 years ago; mine 
moved to Georgia about 200 years ago. 
Our families were never rich. My father 
was a working man; so was his. My par- 
ents were not well-educated. I don’t think 
anybody in my family before me had ever 
finished high school or been to college; I 
don’t know about his. But I had the 
chance to go off and get a good education 
at the U.S. Naval Academy. And Pug had 
a chance to go up North and get a good 
education because he worked four part- 
time jobs, had a scholarship—was an out- 
standing athlete; I was not. He’s brought 
something back to South Carolina that’s 
precious, as did I when I went off for 
11 years in the Navy. 

When I became Governor of Georgia, I 
had made friends all over the United 
States who had become executives in large 
corporations and businesses. And when I 
began to recruit new industry, new jobs 
into Georgia, I called my friends. And 
they helped Georgia. 

Pug Ravenel has got a much broader 
base of friendship in that area than I ever 
had. And there’s no doubt in my mind 
that those few years he spent outside of 
South Carolina can pay rich dividends 
for you in the future, because there’s an 
intense interest among those who know 
Pug best, in seeing him exert a position of 
leadership not only for South Carolina but 
for the whole country. And that experi- 
ence he’s had as a young man will pay 
off greatly for you. 
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He’s a man who’s been through a polit- 
ical campaign and lost. I ran for Gov- 
ernor in 1966 and I lost. And my loss re- 
sulted eventually in Lester Maddox being 
Governor of Georgia. And I felt like it 
was a setback for me and Georgia and 
the South, without any criticism of him. 
But I think there are some things about 
South Carolina that can be improved, 
politically speaking, not in the Demo- 
cratic Party but in this election coming 
up. 
I think this is a time for inspiration 
in our country and in this particular cam- 
paign. We need to forget about some 
things in the past. It’s time we had two 
United States Senators from South Caro- 
lina who vote yes for matters of impor- 
tance, who are willing to invest in people, 
who are concerned about raising stand- 
ards, not lowering standards. 

Pug Ravenel is a man who believes in 
a strong military defense; so do I. It’s my 
profession, the only profession I ever had 
except farming. But I see very clearly, as 
does he, that a strong defense means more 
than just airplanes and tanks and atomic 
missiles and ships. The strength of a na- 
tion also rests in the spirit of its people, 
in ideals that don’t change, in beliefs that 
are realized, in trust in government, in 
the search for peace, repairing damage 
with other nations, trusting other people, 
setting the standard, raising a banner of 
human rights. These kinds of things are 
what make a nation great within and 
also make a nation great and strong in 
international affairs. And we need candi- 
dates who become public officials who 
base their own strength, their own in- 
fluence, their own decisions, their own 
wisdom, on the folks back home, who 
don’t get separated from them, and who 
try to heal differences and not create new 
differences. 

We’ve still got some problems in Wash- 
ington that need solving. We’re making 
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good progress on energy, good progress on 
civil service, but there are still some ways 
in which the people of this country, in- 
cluding you, are getting cheated, and I 
don’t like it. I would like to have Pug 
Ravenel, Jack Bass, other Congressmen, 
Fritz Hollings, help me with it. 

I’ll just give you one example, because 
it’s coming up for a decision soon and 
it’s a tough battle, and that is inflation. 
Inflation robs us all, saps away our 
strength, particularly those who have fixed 
incomes or a small savings account or who 
live on a welfare payment or a pension. 
It also hurts our Nation’s reputation in 
the world and takes away some of that 
greatness and strength that I just talked 
about. 

The Congress can do a lot of things. 
We're trying to get the budget balanced. 
I believe in it. When I was elected in ’76, 
the deficit was in the high sixties of bil- 
lions of dollars. In my first budget, I cut 
it down to $50 billion. This year the Con- 
gress, in ’79, will turn out a budget, along 
with me, of about $40 billion. I hope next 
year to have one down in the thirties of 
billions of dollars. We’re trying to bring 
it down, but still give people good serv- 
ices. We are trying to make our system 
more competitive and do away with the 
deprivation of people brought about by a 
twisting of the free enterprise system. 

We are going to soon pass airline de- 
regulation to let there be competition for 
a change in air travel. One of the things 
that presses on me is a problem with hos- 
pital cost containment. 

There’s not anybody here in this audi- 
ence who's not directly affected by the 
cost of medical care. And this is one of 
the most serious problems there is. Now, 
as you know, hospitals, particularly the 
private hospitals, are quite often owned 
and managed by the same people who 
decide whether or not you go in the 
hospital, how long you stay, what treat- 
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ment you get, what the charges to you are. 

This is not right. Last year in South 
Carolina—I looked up the statistics— 
charges for hospital care to you went up 
20 percent in 1 year. Hospital costs are 
doubling every 5 years. This ought to be 
changed. 

I’m not going to belabor the point, but 
I want to give you one example of what 
I mean. I have not had much success in 
the House in getting hospital cost con- 
tainment passed, because we had a lot of 
pressing items on the agenda and not 
enough attention was given to it. And the 
special interest groups were putting tre- 
mendous effort in keeping it in commit- 
tee, and they succeeded in the House so 
far this year. I hope to get it out and get 
it passed, still. 

But Tip O’Neill, the Speaker of the 
House, a decent, good man, went home 
for a weekend. And one of his friends, 
a working man, came up as he was getting 
on the plane to go back to Washington, 
with tears in his eyes. He said, “Tip, I 
think I’m ruined.” Tip said, “What’s the 
matter, friend?” He said, “I just got a bill 
from the hospital and I can’t pay it. My 
little boy, just a child, fell down and 
crunched two or three of his teeth up into 
his gums. It wasn’t all that serious. And I 
took him to the hospital. He stayed in 
there 1 day, 26 hours to be exact, and the 
bill is $2,330.99.” 

Well, that person had his problem pre- 
sented to the President of the United 
States because his friend was the Speaker 
of the House. But there are a lot of people 
like you around this country that are pres- 
ently being cheated and charged too 
much for hospital care because we’ve not 
yet been able to break the will and the in- 
fluence of the special interest groups who 
are fighting against you. I’m determined 
to change that. And there are some other 
things, too, that I’m not going into to- 
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night. But I need good help, and I would 
lixe to ask you as you leave here this eve- 
ning not to overlook what you’ve got as a 
possibility for South Carolina—Pug Rav- 
enel. 

You couldn’t have a better three top 
offices if you searched the Nation over 
than Dick Riley as Governor, Fritz Hol- 
lings as your senior Senator, and to re- 
place the other Senator with Pug Ravenel. 

I just want to ask you one more ques- 
tion: Do you think that all of us together 
can elect Pug Revenel to the Senate? 
[Applause] Right on. [ll do my part if 
you will. Thank you very much. 


Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Editors and News Directors. 
September 22, 1978 


THE PRESIDENT. I’]I insist that this is the 


last time I follow my wife. [Laughter] The 
competition is too great. Also, I’m afraid 
of the consequences if my statements con- 
flict with hers. [Laughter] 

I want to welcome all of you to the 
White House. This is one of a series of 
meetings that we have had with top news- 


paper and _ radio-television executives 
from around the country since I’ve been 
in office. It’s been very helpful to me, I 
think to Jody Powell, and to all the mem- 
bers of my administration here in the 
West Wing of the White House. Not only 
have we been able to get across our posi- 
tions to you privately and in some depth, 
but we've also had a chance to derive 
from your own questions a clearer sense of 
the attitudes and questions and concerns 
of the American people better than we 
would ordinarily from the White House 
news media, who do a good job in their 
own group, of course, 
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ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


I think I might take just a few min- 
utes to outline some of my present con- 
cerns and plans, and then spend all the 
time available answering your individual 
questions. As Rosalynn may have told you, 
we’ve enjoyed this responsibility that the 
American people have given us. We have 
a good, sound, and stable family life. We 
have had more time together by far than 
when I was campaigning and certainly as 
much as we had while I was Governor of 
Georgia. We have a good partnership be- 
tween her and me, and my whole family 
works on occasion for ceremonial affairs, 
including my mother and my sons as well, 
and their wives. 


I might point out to you that we’ve had 
a wide range of challenging tasks since I 
have been in the White House. We’ve 
put forward some very difficult decisions 
for Congress to make in domestic and in 
foreign affairs, and I think the Congress 


has responded superbly. 

In almost every highly controversial 
matter, in my opinion, the Congress has 
ultimately made the right decision. Some 
of those decisions were difficult for them 
because of the complexity and the disputes 
that arise, particularly in the field of en- 
ergy legislation, for instance, on domestic 
affairs. 

I don’t think we’ve ever had a more 
complicated, far-reaching, highly de- 
bated and disputed bill in the history of 
the Congress than this particular package 
of legislation. My hope and my expecta- 
tion is that next week we will have a suc- 
cessful vote on the natural gas bill, which 
is the heart of the energy package. The 
other three measures have already been 
passed relatively easily, relative to the 
natural gas bill, through the conference 
committees, and I think the Senate and 
the House would act on them expeditious- 
ly. We have one item concerning oil taxa- 
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tion that may come later or perhaps even 
this year. 

The Congress gave me full authority to 
reorganize the Government under the re- 
organization act, and we’ve had unani- 
mous acceptance by the Congress for 
every plan we put forward; quite a dra- 
matic change from previous administra- 
tions, even Democratic Presidents, when 
about one out of three were accepted— 
the other two were rejected by Congress. 
But we learned from past mistakes that 
had been made. We’ve worked very 
harmoniously with the Congress, and the 
third reorganization plan of this year has 
just passed the Congress, almost unani- 
mously, this week. 

We've tried to deal effectively with 
some of the major problems that I in- 
herited. I won’t go into detail about them. 
A year ago, certainly 2 years ago, the over- 
riding concern was about employment. 
We had about 10 million Americans who 
could not find a full-time job; between 7 
and 8 million who had no jobs at all— 
8 percent unemployment rate, it was in- 
creasing rapidly during the last 8 years. 
And we’ve turned that corner now. We 
have had a net increase of 6 million jobs 
in the country since I’ve been in office. 
And the unemployment rate now, as you 
know, is slightly below 6 percent, and a 
very stable reduction. This has been a very 
good achievement. 

We've inherited 10 years of inflation 
that’s of great concern to us now. I’d say 
on the domestic scene, this is a matter of 
most concern to the American people, to 
the political figures in our government 
structure at all levels, and also to me per- 
sonally as President. 


We're trying to deal with this effec- 
tively. One way is to make government 
more efficient, to hold down budget defi- 
cits. I’m determined to work toward a 
balanced budget as rapidly as possible. 
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When I ran in 1976, the budget deficit 
was in the high sixties of billions of dollars. 
My first budget preparation was for fiscal 
year 1978. We cut it down to the fifties of 
billions of dollars. This 1979 will be in the 
high thirties or low forties of billions of 
dollars, and the ’80 budget will be even 
lower. So, we have a good steady down- 
ward trend, strong trend downward in the 
budget deficit. 

Civil service reform was another task 
that we undertook that was predicted to 
be completely unsuccessful. But we 
mounted a massive campaign on that, and 
as you know, now the House and the Sen- 
ate have passed the civil service reform 
relatively intact—first time in a hundred 
years, it will let American public servants, 
who give a career of service to other 
Americans, be rewarded for good service. 
Poor service can be corrected without un- 
necessary delay. Managers can manage, 
and I think the entire government struc- 
ture will benefit. Of course, the American 
people will, too. 

Those are a few examples on the do- 
mestic scene. One that I would like to 
mention as a farmer is that I think we’ve 
turned around the American farm econ- 
omy. The 1977 bill which went into effect 
less than a year ago has already had very 
beneficial results among the farm commu- 
nities and farm families of our country. 

In foreign affairs, I’ve devoted perhaps 
more time of all to the Mideast. It’s been 
the most all-encompassing problem that 
I’ve addressed. This has been a highly 
controversial matter, because I felt at the 
beginning that we ought to put the con- 
troversial issue on the table, in the public 
consciousness, and let an open debate take 
place. 

As you well know, I was highly 
criticized by many for this. It was a po- 
litical risk. But I think the fact that the 
American people were aware of questions 
like Palestinian rights, for instance, ad- 
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dressing the problems, the sensitive prob- 
lems of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
dealing with the leaders of the Arab world, 
a recognition of Israel’s right to exist, 
actual peace treaties, open borders, diplo- 
matic relations, these are phrases and 
terms that had never been addressed 
before. 

The Israeli recognition of the fact that 
U.N. Resolution 242 and all its parts ap- 
ply to these things were highly controver- 
sial when proposed. But we’ve had good 
success on that so far, and I predict a 
rapid conclusion of the agreement be- 
tween Egypt and Israel in the Sinai and 
hopefully open up possibilities for in- 
creased relationships between Israel, Jor- 
dan, the Palestinians, and their other 
neighbors. 


The Panama Canal Treaty debate was 
the most bitter and unpleasant experi- 
ence of my Presidency. It was the most 
difficult political undertaking that I have 
ever assumed, including my campaign for 
President. And the Congress, I think, the 
Senate made a very courageous decision 
about this. It opened up a new era for 
our relationship with the entire Latin 
American community, and removes the 
onus—which we certainly didn’t deserve, 
but which did exist in many people’s 
minds around the world—of the last rem- 
nants of a colonial inclination on the part 
of our country. It was a difficult thing to 
do and perhaps the most troubling vote of 
the Members of the Senate. 


The Turkey arms embargo has now 
been lifted—will be shortly. We hope this 
will lead to a resolution of the Cyprus dis- 
pute. We’ve opened up an avenue of bet- 
ter trade relationships, better defense re- 
lationships with Egypt and Saudi Arabia 
with the airplane sale. I think it’s leading 
toward Israeli peace, not against Israeli 
peace. We’ve been negotiating without 
ceasing with the Soviet Union on SALT 
and other matters. 
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So, I think we’ve had some successes 
along the way; still have some difficult 
tasks ahead of us. But I believe that in 
general we’ve had good coordination 
of effort in the White House and a very 
good cooperation with the Congress, quite 
often on a highly bipartisan basis, par- 
ticularly in foreign and defense affairs. 

I’d like to answer your questions now. 


QUESTIONS 
NEWSPAPERS AND THE COURTS 


Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you have 
any thoughts that you would like to share 
with us on the big problems of the news- 
paper industry now, arising, for instance, 
in the New York Times Farber case or the 
Stanford Daily raid, you know, the search 
warrants instead of subpoenas—or pos- 
sibly the feeling in the newspaper indus- 
try that the judiciary is becoming im- 
perialistic in their attitude towards the 
press? 

THE PresipENT. Well, I might say I 
don’t believe the judiciary is becoming 
imperialistic or abusive toward the press. 
I think all of American society, almost 
without exception, including the judi- 
ciary, believe that we need to carefully 
preserve the right of freedom of speech 
and the right of the news media to re- 
port accurately the news and to protect 
their sources. 


The Hartford [Stanford] case, I think, 
can be resolved either by subsequent rul- 
ings or by administrative decisions through 
the Attorney General—he’s professed a 
desire to do this—or perhaps even by leg- 
islation in Congress. The Farber case is 
one that has confused issues in it. As you 
know, it will now be decided by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. I think the New York 
Times and the defendants in the criminal 
case are perfectly willing to submit the 
case to the Supreme Court of the United 
States for final resolution. But I really 
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don’t feel, as President, observing these 
issues very carefully, having talked to the 
Attorney General when appropriate and 
to key congressional leaders, that there 
is a trend in our country away from pro- 
tecting the right of freedom of speech or 
freedom of reporting the news. 


My belief is that these particular issues 
may have dramatized an existing problem 
which can be resolved quite readily by 
the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the 
Farber case, perhaps by corrective legis- 
lation or administrative decision in the 
other. 

INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, as you are aware 
from the result of the newest polls, the 
wonderful job you did at Camp David 
with Mr. Begin and President Sadat was 
received royally. I live in a little mountain 
village of 2,900 people, and not many of 
them know Sadat from a hole in the 
ground, or Begin either. They talk to me 
about the price of bread and inflation in 
general. 


So, my question is, you did so well on 
this foreign issue, why can’t you get Fitz- 
simmons and George Meany? and the 
president of General Motors, get them up 
to Camp David and knock heads together 
to do something about inflation? 
[Laughter] 


THE PresweNnT. That sounds like a 
fate worse than death—{laughter|—to 
go back to Camp David, and particularly 
with that particular group. [Laughter] I 
never thought in my life that I would be 
glad to leave Camp David and come back 
to Washington. [Laughter] I told the steel- 
workers the other day that one of the rea- 
sons we solved, at least to a limited degree, 
the Mideast problem was because Begin 
came to see me and said, ‘“‘Mr. President, 


*Frank E. Fitzsimmons, president, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, and George 
Meany, president, AFL-CIO. 
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I will get out of the Sinai if you’ll let me 
get out of Camp David.” And perhaps if 
we shut them up long enough, we might. 
[Laughter] 

We are now planning another step that 
will be a tough, strong step in controlling 
inflation. That will be revealed as soon 
as the final decisions are made on it. That 
will be, I think, almost all we can do with- 
in the present statutory bounds. I’m not 
in favor of mandatory price and wage con- 
trols, and I don’t have any intention of 
putting them in unless our country reaches 
an extreme emergency, certainly not any 
prospect of that at all. 

I believe that the international unions 
will be receptive to a fair and balanced 
inflation control policy if they feel that 
others will share the burden with them. 
And I think it’s accurate to say that this 
is such a wide-ranging question with many 
culprits, including Presidents and Con- 
gresses, including private citizens who are 
just homeowners and through purchasing 
practices encourage inflation, including 
the employees and employers, those 
who set prices, those who determine pro- 
tectionist import policies, that there has 
to be a general sense that in the entire 
package of inflation control that it’s bal- 
anced, that there are no special sacrificial 
lambs, but that everyone is making an 
equal sacrifice. That’s my responsibility. 
And I think it would be a mistake to try 
to blame it, for instance, on a single ele- 
ment in that group, like labor. 

I have talked privately, and in some in- 
stances publicly, including this week, with 
large labor groups. And as you well know, 
when I speak to a convention of farmers 
or teachers or lawyers or steelworkers or 
other labor organizations, they are first 
and foremost Americans. They are people 
who have families who have to go to the 
store themselves, who are trying to put 
their kids through school or through col- 
lege. They’re trying to buy a house or pay 
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for a car. And they are intensely con- 
cerned about inflation, and I think the 
fact is that recent polls have shown that 
even among union members, they would 
be willing to forgo any wage increase if 
they felt that inflation could be controlled. 

And I think the balancing of that pack- 
age is a difficult thing, but my responsi- 
bility. Had it not been for my 2 weeks’ 
vacation—{laughter|—I would have al- 
ready issued these new points to the pub- 
lic. But I'll do that very quickly. 


MINNESOTA DEMOCRATIC PARTY 


Q. Mr. President, Congressman Fraser 
just lost the primary election in Minne- 
sota, and there’s a better than an even 
chance that the Republican will win the 
Senate seat in the November election. 
And one of the national news magazines 
has said that Senator Wendell Anderson 
will also lose that seat to a Republican. 
That would be quite a switch for Minne- 
sota. 

Do you see that as a trend in the fu- 
ture, and do you plan to campaign in 
Minnesota? 

THE PrEsIDENT. No, I don’t see it as a 
trend in the future. 

Ordinarily, when a President has served 
for 2 years in a term, even though his 
popularity in the polls might be extremely 
high, we’ve had a 30- to 40-seat loss in the 
House, for instance. And my guess is that 
the Congress and I have worked harmoni- 
ously enough and that this will be real- 
ized, as the Congress Members get down 
to the last few days or weeks of their cam- 
paigning, by the public, that the change 
will be much less than that. And I feel 
good about it. 

I think also there has been an extra- 
ordinary circumstance in Minnesota, per- 
haps unprecedented, where I think every 
statewide office is up for election, and 
where the death of Senator Humphrey 
has created confusion. And as you know, 
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Mr. Short, I think, was one of Hum- 
phrey’s closest friends and supporters, 
which clouded the issue. He is much 
more conservative than Don Fraser. 

But I don’t see any trend at all against 
Democrats this fall. And I think after the 
first week in November, you will see that 
my prediction is accurate. 

Q. Mr. President? 

Tue PRESIDENT. Otis [Otis A. Brumby, 
Jr., Marietta (Georgia) Daily Journal]? 


U.S. ARMS SALES 


Q. Mr. President, you speak of im- 
ports. I’d like, if I could, to ask you a ques- 
tion about exports, as you know, are very 
important to our State. We’ve had stories 
in our papers; I’ve seen in other papers 
in the area that some of your policies, 
the unilateral policies involving exports, 
have not, perhaps, had their desired ef- 
fects. And I’m thinking of the major de- 
fense contracts in my area, to transport 
planes overseas. 

What do you say to these people who 
have lost their jobs, who can’t be hired, 
but they say that several thousand jobs 
could be created, but they can’t go sell be- 
cause of the unilateral actions you have 
taken in this area of arms sales? 

THE PreswENT. Well, I don’t have any 
apology to make for constraining the sale 
of arms. I think the type of planes, for 
instance, that Lockheed makes near your 
home, Mr. Brumby, is one of the items 
that have been sold with relatively slight 
constraint. 

The C-130 or the Hercules transport 
plane is one that’s used both for defen- 
sive purposes, for patrolling, and also in 
many ways for civilian use. I know when I 
happened to be Governor of Georgia, I 
took a trip through South America and 
saw these same planes being used to haul 
construction materials into the interior of 
Brazil, on the Amazon River. I saw the 
planes being used to haul fish to the in- 
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land mountain areas of Peru and to haul 
breeder cattle into Colombia. 


So, I think that the sale of defensive 
arms, as you've described, have not hurt 
the prospect for exports, even in this par- 
ticular industry to which you refer. 

I am determined, though, to hold down 
the overall sale of offensive weapons. We 
have a very strict arms sales policy not to 
introduce a high technology weapon in an 
area where it doesn’t presently exist, to 
cut down year by year the total volume 
of American arms sales, where in the past 
this volume has been going up. And this 
policy is constraining some of our allies 
and friends so far. 

We've also been negotiating, talking to 
our friends and allies, those like France, 
Belgium, Great Britain, who have the 
ability to produce and to sell weapons, to 
get them to join us in this effort. And we 
have had several meetings with the Soviet 
Union—I think three so far—to try to get 


them to join with us in holding down the 
volume of weapons sales around the 
world. 


We obviously continue to meet the re- 
quirements in a defense way of nations 
with whom we have mutual defense trea- 
ties, like NATO, Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, and so forth. But I don’t think 
that this necessary constraint on the vol- 
ume of arms sales is at all indicative of 
our policy towards greatly enhancing the 
export of American manufactured 
products. 


REGULATORY REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, in talking to our 
readers, preparing for this trip, I have 
heard what amounts to a cry from the 
small business people that they are being 
strangled by excessive regulations, that 
even an owner of a small grain elevator 
has people coming out from the Depart- 
ment of Labor, from EPA and OSHA. 
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And we wonder if you have further plans 
to cut down on the bureaucratic 

Tue Present. Yes. I’m a small busi- 
nessman myself, was before I came here. 
My son runs a grain elevator, a small 
one in Calhoun, Georgia. And one of the 
campaign commitments that I made was 
to cut down on unnecessary regulations. 

We've done this very well, I think. And 
almost any small business person would 
tell you that within the last 20 months, 
those regulations and investigations that 
were obviously unnecessary have been 
eliminated. We’ve got a long way to go. 
It’s very difficult to change this process. 

We’ve also issued a directive, which is 
being carried out, to cut down on the vol- 
ume of paperwork. The goal that we set 
for ourselves was a 10-percent reduction 
this past year. HEW, which was the big- 
gest violator in the past, cut theirs this 
past 12 months by 17 percent. 

We've done this by asking college presi- 
dents, small business people and others, 
State school superintendents—all of 
whom have been in this room to meet with 
me—to go back to their own offices and 
to give me a specific list of the forms and 
reports they have to file with the Federal 
Government, to detail for me and for the 
Office of Management and Budget where 
duplications exist, where they send the 
same information to several Federal agen- 
cies; also when they think in their own 
mind that a report can be abbreviated, 
and when it’s a weekly report or a monthly 
report, how it might be changed into one 
filed every 6 months or perhaps every 
year. This has paid rich dividends. 

We also now are writing regulations in 
plain English so that they can be under- 
stood. We require the authors of the regu- 
lations now to sign them. And for about a 
month I required every member of my 
Cabinet to read all the regulations that 
came out of their department. [Laughter] 
Two of them said that’s all they did the 
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whole—{laughter|—every weekend, all 
the weekends for a month. But I think 
they got a new appreciation of what peo- 
ple have had to face in the past. 

In OSHA we’ve got a remarkable wo- 
man, Dr. Eula Bingham, who is com- 
pletely dedicated to cutting down on the 
volume of these unnecessary regulations. 
She’s tried to emphasize writing regula- 
tions to protect workers health, like the 
description of requirements to eliminate 
chemical substances or fumes that can’t 
be detected by the worker. That needs to 
be monitored very carefully. ’ 

But on safety regulations, we’ve tried 
to get away from written directives. I 
would challenge any of you with your 
superb professional capabilities to write 
me a regulation on what is and is not a 
safe chair, for instance. [Laughter] And 
that was what OSHA was trying to do. 


In 1 day this year Eula Bingham ter- 
minated the application of 1100 OSHA 
regulations. And although a few of those 
are still on the books—she has to go 
through a procedure to eliminate them— 
they are not being enforced. And I know 
Billy, at his service station, says that the 
OSHA inspections and regulations are 
much less onerous than they were before. 
[Laughter] 

EDUCATION 


Q. This has to do with the reorganiza- 
tion of government and, specifically, the 
creation of the Department of Education. 
I’ve talked to several self-styled and ap- 
pointed-type experts in the field of edu- 
cation. And to pinpoint it, they’re talk- 
ing about education by choice, which has 
several other names. I realize they have 
two bills pending that would assist educa- 
tion, both at the college level for the mid- 
dle income, and both at the other 
intermediate school level. 


The question is, it seems to me that 
there may be a third bill that is needed to 
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look at the overall deterioration of educa- 
tion and if reorganization, if that Depart- 
ment of Education will not answer that 
question in several ways. 

THE PRESIDENT. We've had by far the 
greatest increase in allocation of Federal 
funds for education since I’ve been in 
office, than ever before, even under the 
halycon days of Lyndon Johnson, when 
the new elementary and secondary educa- 
tion acts and the higher education acts 
were passed. I think that was in 1965. 
This is an achievement in itself. 

We've tried to make the administration 
more effective, and we've tried to con- 
strain some of the unwarranted expendi- 
tures like the very high allocation of im- 
pact aid to very rich counties. We haven’t 
had complete success, but we are making 
some progress. 

I personally believe that we need a De- 
partment of Education and committed 
to this when I was campaigning for Presi- 
dent. Some of the teachers organizations 


who are very highly influential, as you 
know, in Washington and the State legis- 
latures are divided on this issue. The 
American Federation of Teachers, in gen- 
eral, are opposed to it; the National Edu- 


cation Association and their affiliates 
around the country are in favor of it. 

The reason that I feel that we need a 
separate Department of Education, 
among other things, is that around this 
table when I meet with my Cabinet, we 
very seldom have a question concerning 
education arise. 

When I was Governor, I probably spent 
25 percent of my time on education. Here 
I don’t spend 1 percent of my time on ed- 
ucation. And then quite often when the 
subject does come up, it involves a contro- 
versial lawsuit about the application of 
Federal regulations concerning civil rights 
and other important issues in a college or 
a school, and not on how to give our chil- 
dren a better education, using the substan- 
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tial amount of Federal funds available. 

Another thing that’s been highly con- 
troversial is the thrust around the country 
of testing achievement. One of the first 
things I did as Governor of Georgia, was 
to implement a comprehensive testing 
program for students at the fourth grade 
level, the seventh grade level, and the 
eleventh grade level—at the fourth grade 
level, basically to see if the children could 
read and write and were prepared to go 
on into the higher grades; at the seventh 
and eighth grade level, to give them some 
guidance on their high school career 
choices; and at the eleventh grade level 
to give them some guidance on what they 
could do after they left high school. 

I notice North Carolina has just done 
the same thing. And I strongly believe 
that there ought to be a testing program 
available for those States that want it. I 
ami not in favor of a mandated Federal 
program to be conducted nationwide. 

This is a matter in which I differ with 
some of my own administrators in the De- 
partment of Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare. But I believe the establishment of a 
separate department can deal more effec- 
tively with our children’s needs. 


I think by any measurement, our 
schools are not doing a good enough job, 
compared to the amount of money we are 
putting into them. This is proven, at least 
to some degree, by the results of the SAT 
tests as children get ready to go into col- 
lege and so forth. But I believe the in- 
crease in expenditure of money carefully 
focused on basic needs, a proper sharing 
of State, Federal and local and private 
funds for children’s education, and con- 
trol of the schools at the local and State 
level—not at the Federal level—a sepa- 
rate Department of Education; perhaps 
some increase in testing programs around 
the country to encourage better perform- 
ance by students; analysis of their needs; 
better performance by teachers; all these 


1595 





Sept. 23 


things, very briefly, are what I would 
favor seeing done. 


MICHAEL DUKAKIS 


Q. Michael Dukakis, the Democratic 
Governor of Massachusetts, has been de- 
feated in the recent primary. The rumor 
is rampant in Massachusetts that you'll 
appoint him to a high Federal post. Is 
this true? 

THE PRESIDENT. 
[Laughter] 

Mike Dukakis, in my opinion, is one of 
the best Governors I have ever known. 
He’s a_ hard-working, brilliant young 
man, who perhaps was not quite sensitive 
enough about political issues. He says 
what he thinks. He tries to fight for what 
he believes in. He’s had some very diffi- 
cult challenges as Governor, bringing the 
budget under control and so forth. 

I think he’s done an outstanding job. 
I don’t know his opponent well enough to 
comment on the comparison between the 
two; Massachusetts Democrats have 
chosen. But I’ve never discussed any sort 
of employment with Mike Dukakis. I 
don’t have anything in mind at all. He 
would be well qualified to serve in any 
capacity, in my opinion. 

Ms. Barto. Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PresIpENT. Yes, sir? One other 
question. 


I have no idea. 


POSTAL REFORM LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to know if 
postal reform legislation now making its 
way through Congress meets your admin- 
istration’s restrained budget philosophy as 
described by Mr. Cutter * this morning? 

THE PresivenrT. No. [Laughter] 

Q. Why not? 

THE PresIpDENT. I just said one more 
question. [Laughter] 


?W. Bowman Cutter, Executive Assistant 
for Budget, Office of Management and Budget. 
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I’m really out of time. I’ve got another 
meeting with a group of editors who are 
here, at the Woodrow Wilson Institute, 
studying Latin America. And these are 
people who are constrained to write and 
to study about Latin America, but have 
come here for 2 days, I think, to learn 
more about that subject. And I have to 
go and meet with them. 


I would like to take just a moment to 
ask each of you, if you have no objection, 
to come by and let me get a quick photo- 
graph with you, and again, to express my 
thanks for your willingness to come to the 
White House and, particularly, to learn 
about our Government. 


We don’t know all the answers. I’m 
sure we’ve made a lot of mistakes. We’ll 
make a lot in the future. But there’s a good 
kind of a sense, I think—at least in the 
White House—that we are making ade- 
quate progress, a good, cooperative atti- 
tude between Capitol Hill and the White 
House. And of course, the most impor- 
tant element is how well we understand 
and serve the American people repre- 
sented by you. 


So, again, thank you very much for let- 
ting me be with you and to have the bene- 
fit of your questions and your suggestions. 


NOTE: The interview began at 1 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. Patricia 
Y. Bario is Associate Press Secretary. 

The transcript of the interview was released 
on September 23. 


Interview With the President 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
With Senior Editors on Latin American 
Affairs. September 22, 1978 


THE PresipEnT. Well, it puts me at quite 
a disadvantage to follow Dr. Brzezinski in 
describing what our overall policy is, or 
even the details of Nicaragua. I think all 
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of you have a wonderful opportunity to 
learn about an exciting subject. And I’m 
sure that many of you bring long years 
of experience and study to our own rela- 
tionships with Latin America and about 
that region in general. 


ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


When I came to the White House as 
President, I had a longstanding interest in 
the nations in this hemisphere to the 
south. My wife and I both studied Span- 
ish in college, and we had made some 
trips to seven or eight of the Latin Ameri- 
can countries while I was Governor and 
before I became involved in public 
affairs. 

We tried to learn from past mistakes to 
see what achievements had been realized 
by Presidents Roosevelt and Johnson, 
Kennedy and others who had been suc- 
cessful in improving relations with the 
southern part of our hemisphere during 
their terms of office. We instituted, after 
very detailed analyses, some long-range 
proposals that we thought were needed 
and also well advised. We didn’t want to 
come out with another special slogan, be- 
cause I think one of the most important 
elements that has been missing in the past 
is the realization that the Latin American 
countries and the Latin American people 
are individuals. 

It would be a mistake for anyone to 
look upon Canadians and citizens of Mex- 
ico and citizens of the United States as 
being a homogeneous group. And the di- 
versity in Latin America, the Caribbean, 
is just as wide. So, what we attempted 
to do was not only to focus our own atten- 
tion on peoples and countries as indi- 
viduals but actually to treat them as such 
in our public expressions of interest and in 
our detailed negotiations with them on 
matters of importance to them. 

This was spelled out fairly clearly in 
some speeches that I made at the Orga- 
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nization of American States and in my 
visits to the countries involved. 


We also began to study some of the 
problems that still remain from the past. 
One of the important concerns that we 
had was the rapid escalations in commit- 
ments for weapons in South and Central 
America, the Caribbean. 

We have tried as best we could to put 
an absolute lid on proliferation of nuclear 
explosives in this hemisphere, other than 
those that we ourselves retain for the de- 
fense of the hemisphere. The Treaty of 
Tlatelolco is one on which we’ve invested 
a great deal of effort. And we are now ap- 
proaching the point where all of the Latin 
American countries involved, and the 
European and Eastern European coun- 
tries who have a direct relationship, will 
also have espoused this commitment not 
to have nuclear weapons be located within 
this tremendous and important region of 
our world. It’ll be the first region if we se- 
cure the remaining endorsements of the 
treaty—shortly from, perhaps, Argentina. 

The effort that was made at Ayacucho 
several years ago to restrain the purchase 
of conventional weapons has also been 
supported by us. President Pérez and I 
and others have talked about this at 
length. And I believe this is another step 
in the right direction. 

We've tried to encourage the settle- 
ment of boundary disputes, not as an in- 
tervener or even a mediator in some 
respects, but we’ve had meetings with 
the leaders involved, tried to bring them 
together in regional groups, add the serv- 
ices of the OAS and the United Nations 
on occasion to resolve these disputes by 
peaceful means. And I don’t know of any 
heated dispute at this point anywhere in 
our hemisphere concerning boundaries 
themselves, unless perhaps it’s between us 
and Canada on the fisheries disagreement 
off the coast of Maine. [Laughter] 
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I have personally met with 20 heads of 
state in this hemisphere. And this shows 
the degree of my interest and the degree 
of time that I invest in this effort, because 
it’s very important for me, before I meet 
with the chief of a nation, to know as 
much as I can about his people and the 
problems and past history and interrela- 
tionships, diplomatic exchanges that have 
taken place or might take place in the 
future. But it’s been a very productive 
thing for me. 

The biggest cancer that was growing 
that threatened to destroy our relation- 
ship with all the nations to the south was 
the Panama Canal treaties. We looked 
upon and look upon the building of the 
Panama Canal as one of the greatest en- 
gineering achievements of all times; as 
a very benevolent thing that we did, not 
only for the benefit of ourselves but for 
the nations in Latin America, and indeed, 
all the world. And that’s true. 

But the times have passed when a major 
nation like ours could, in effect, control 
permanently territory that divided two 
parts of a sovereign nation from one an- 
other. And this negotiation had been 
going on 14 years. Although my predeces- 
sors had better political judgment than I 
did and delayed it until the next one took 
over, but—{/aughter|—we decided to ad- 
dress it. 

At the time, as you may have noticed, 
a public opinion poll by the Foreign Af- 
fairs Institute done by Gallup showed 
that only 8 percent of the American peo- 
ple favored the consummation of the Pan- 
ama Canal Treaty. It was the most 
difficult political undertaking of my life, 
including even my campaign for the 
Presidency itself. And to achieve a two- 
thirds vote in the Senate on a matter that 
has no positive political benefit, but a 
lot of very negative political repercus- 
sions in some States, was a remarkable 
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display of courage on the part of the U.S. 
Senate. 


We still have a way to go. All our prob- 
lems have not been resolved yet, even con- 
cerning the Canal treaties. But we’ve laid 
the groundwork now for a new image of 
the United States among all of our Latin 
American friends. 


The other thing I would like to men- 
tion in particular is the human rights is- 
sue. I think it would be a mistake for me 
or anyone else in our country to try to 
take credit for the changes that have been 
made. But I do think that we have helped 
to dramatize the importance of basic hu- 
man rights in the dealing of all leaders, in 
our country and other nations of the 
world, particularly in Latin America, to- 
wards the constituents who have to trust 
them for the nations’ guidance. 


In the past, as you know, there have 
been gross violations of human rights in 
some of those countries, and also gross 
violations of human rights in our own 
country. We’ve made some progress since 
the early sixties and fifties in removing 
some of these embarrassing elements of 
our own societal structure. And we’ve been 
trying to promote the same sort of evolu- 
tionary improvements among our friends 
in Latin America, with a great deal of 
success. 


The Convention on Human Rights of 
the OAS—we signed it after I became 
President. At that time, I think we only 
had two signatories, Now we have 13, 
enough to put it into effect. The alloca- 
tion of budget funds and staff for the 
preservation or enhancement of human 
rights under the OAS has been tripled 
just in the last few months. 

There’s a strong move toward the 
democratization of governments in Latin 
America among those that are very stable, 
among those, as you know, that are not 
quite so stable. 
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We've tried to devote some attention to 
the Caribbean, almost for the first time, on 
a multinational basis. We formed a Carib- 
bean group of about 30 nations, the pri- 
mary thrust being to provide limited fi- 
nancial aid for economic development. 
Many of these tiny island nations are not 
physically capable of taking care of their 
own needs. And they need long-term 
loans, sometimes soft loans, and this is one 
area where we try to take the lead. 

I have personally encouraged my 
friend, Pierre Trudeau, to show more in- 
terest in Latin American affairs. As you 
know, Canada is not part of the OAS. I 
wish they were. But I think Prime Minis- 
ter Trudeau has demonstrated, with his 
active involvement in the Caribbean 
group and other matters, that he is in- 
deed interested. 

When we signed the Panama Canal 
treaties he came here. And we've had a 
very good, improving relationship with 
Canada which can be an important ele- 
ment in this hemisphere to benefit the 
programs that I’ve outlined to you very 
briefly. 

Zbig, I don’t know what you said about 
Nicaragua. It is better not to have any 
direct comment from me, because we are 
trying through peaceful means to resolve 
the possible suffering that might take 
place in the future, to put an end to the 
suffering that’s already taken place in Nic- 
aragua. We want a stable government 
there. We don’t want to intervene in the 
affairs of a sovereign country. 

We are trying to work with our friends 
and well-meaning neighbors of Nicaragua 
to perhaps mediate the disputes. And I 
think that this is a worthy goal. We are 
using, to a maximum degree, the Organi- 
zation of American States as a vehicle 
whenever possible. We’ve got several dele- 
gates down there, in addition to our regu- 
lar ambassadorial staff, to try to bring 
some resolution of this difficult question. 
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But those are a few comments that come 
to mind. There may be some things that 
affect you. 


QUESTIONS 


DRUG CONTROL 


Q. Mr. President, in South Florida— 
since you’re not going to talk very much 
about Nicaragua—we’re concerned about 
the drug traffic, which we seem to be the 
chief landing point. We also have a feeling 
that the Carter administration is not tak- 
ing all of the steps that should be taken 
to stop this flow of traffic. And my ques- 
tion to you, sir, is do you have any plans to 
try to work out some sort of agreement 
with the countries that are the source of 
some of these drugs? 


THE PresivenT. Well, we've already 
done a great deal, never enough in the 
case of drugs. When I became President, 
just a short time ago—sometimes it seems 
like a long time ago—{laughter|—about 
90 percent of the heroin coming into this 
country was obtained from Mexico. And 
under the extremely able administration 
of Dr. Peter Bourne, working with Mr. 
Bensinger * and others, we worked out an 
agreement with President Lépez Portillo, 
the new President of Mexico, to actually 
eliminate the poppy fields, which were the 
source of heroin for our hemisphere. 

That’s been almost completely elimi- 
nated, the heroin sources in Mexico—with 
aerial photographs, infrared, that shows 
the location of poppy fields, with the very 
good cooperation for the first time, really 
in an all-out effort along with Mexico 
to destroy the poppy fields once they are 
found, to try to shift the small farmers 
in the high altitude regions above 3,000 
feet elevation to alternate sources of in- 
come, away from the poppies that were 


*Peter B. Bensinger, Administrator, Drug 
Enforcement Administration. 
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formerly used for heroin. This has been 
successful. 

At the same time, we tried to restrict the 
shift of drug production, not just from 
heroin to something else but to reduce it 
overall. We’ve still got a serious problem 
with marijuana. I think we’ve inter- 
cepted—over 17,000 pounds? 1,700 to 
17,000 [1,700,000],?. I’ve forgotten 
which—I saw the figures this morning— 
of marijuana in the last 8 months, more 
than any 2-year period in history. 

We do still have a problem of cocaine. 
As you know, the coca leaves are produced 
in nations to the south of Colombia. Much 
of it is processed in Colombia, and that’s 
been a major avenue of drugs. But we’ve 
had good cooperation now from the Co- 
lombian Government. We are forming al- 
liances with them, actually signing docu- 
ments that share responsibility. We 
provide some technical assistance, some 
helicopter services, a free exchange of in- 
formation between our authorities and 
theirs. We’ve had very good, unprece- 
dented cooperation at the top level. 

But narcotics control is a major 
element of our relationship with the Latin 
American countries. They all see it as the 
most threatening source of corruption and 
even destruction of their own governmen- 
tal society. And I’ve had long talks with 
President Lopez Michelsen and others, in 
Colombia and Mexico and different coun- 
tries about this subject. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS; CUBA 


I might say—looking at my notes— 
there are a couple of things that I forgot 
to mention. 


One is that we’ve tried to remove the 
problem of prisoner exchange. And we’ve 
already signed, I think, exemplary treaties 
with Mexico and Bolivia, so that if Ameri- 


* White House correction. 
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cans are incarcerated in their prisons or 
their nationals are in our prisons, we can 
exchange those prisoners if the prisoners 
have no objection. This is a pattern that 
I think might be very well emulated in 
other countries around the world. We’re 
trying now to do the same thing in Tur- 
key, for instance. And this is another step 
forward. 

And the other thing is a very sensitive 
issue that perhaps I ought not even bring 
up, and that’s Cuba—a very serious prob- 
lem for us, our relationship with Cuba. 

We have opened an interests section in 
Havana; they have one here—not diplo- 
matic relations at all, but it gives us an 
avenue of communications. And on occa- 
sion we do have our top officials meet 
with Cuban officials to try to work out 
some humanitarian projects. 

There have been several hundred Cu- 
bans who have been released now; many 
of them have already arrived in our coun- 
try. This is being done in negotiations 
through the State Department, admin- 
istered through the Justice Department, 
and these are citizens with joint nation- 
ality. And there will be a large number 
of Cuban prisoners released before long. 
And we’re trying to do this as a step in 
the right direction. 

Obviously, the Cubans’ heavy military 
presence and unwarranted intrusion into 
the internal affairs of African countries 
has been a major obstacle to any further 
progress. 


But that kind of rounds out the things 
that I wanted to discuss. 


INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, both in the conver- 
sations with some of your junior col- 
leagues who met with us this morning 
and in the broadest context Dr. Brzezin- 
ski very loosely sketched for us today, cited 
again as a premise for assessment this ab- 
solutely transcendent factor of the trans- 
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mutation of the world economy. People 
toss around phrases like “the need to re- 
define comprehensive international com- 
parative advantage’—OECD comes up 
with “positive adjustment measure,” 
which means progressive transference of 
primacy of certain industries, LDC’s and 
so on. 

This is really a question about the do- 
mestic cognates, since domestic and in- 
ternational are really opposite, different 
ends of the same poles. Question: Are we 
at a point where we need a comprehen- 
sive domestic strategy and articulation of 
the responsibilities we must go through 
as our part of this transformation, rather 
than picking out a trade adjustment here 
and putting down an interest pressure 
there? Do we need it so that there’s a con- 
text of understanding to which we can all 
have reference as we must address this 
and make adjustments in our lives as well 
as in particular? 

THE PreswentT. Well, I think the an- 
swer to that question is that the develop- 
ing nations of the world are much more 
committed to an all-encompassing, new 
international economic order. And the 
developed nations of the world are much 
more reticent about committing ourselves 
to that undefined premise that might put 
constraints or obligations on us that we 
don’t presently envision. 

We obviously want to increase trade 
with the less developed countries. We 
want to see them get a fair and stable 
price for raw materials. We want to make 
sure that the balance-of-trade items that 
concern us as a tiny part of our own econ- 
omy are not devastating because they are 
the major part of the smaller countries’ 
economies. We are trying to be sure that 
when we make decisions on sensitive 
items in our own Nation, like sugar or 
beef or tin or copper, that these decisions 
don’t disrupt completely the economies 
of countries that are heavily dependent 
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on that item. That’s what I mean by what 
I just described. 

A common fund is a phrase that’s been 
discussed a great deal. I think we would 
cautiously approach a common fund if 
it means the pooling of several items so 
that you could constrain wild fluctua- 
tions in prices and supplies. But for heavy 
additional allocation of money to a fund 
from the developed countries, it would be 
in effect administered by the developing 
nations, is something that we are reluc- 
tant to do. 

We have tried, however, to increase our 
bilateral allocation of aid to these coun- 
tries, recognizing that it’s not just a hand- 
out; it’s a very good investment for us in 
the future. 

We've encouraged our own industrial 
leaders to explore opportunities for invest- 
ment in other countries, particularly in 
areas where it’s not highly competitive 
with American jobs, when the unemploy- 
ment rate is high here. 

We've tried to increase our allocation of 
funds to the World Bank, the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, and have actually 
created the Caribbean Group, a 30-nation 
organization, to help with economic 
development. 

So, I think your question is an excel- 
lent one. The answer is complicated, be- 
cause we feel that it’s best to address these 
matters on a multifaceted basis rather 
than just giving a general commitment to 
the type of aid that, I would guess, is still 
not clearly defined in the minds of those 
who demand it. We don’t want to have a 
breach of friendship in the future, be- 
cause the expectation is much higher for 
the future than we ever intended when 
we made a cautious commitment. 

It’s a difficult subject. It’s one that we 
haven’t adequately addressed. And there’s 
still a diversity of opinion among the de- 
veloped countries of the world. 
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When—to close my answer—when I 
was in Bonn this year, we all promised 
that next year’s economic summit, which 
might possibly be in Japan, sometime in 
the late spring, that this would be one of 
the top items on our agenda. And that is a 
very significant thing, because as we pre- 
pare for an economic summit, we liter- 
ally do months and months of staff work, 
Cabinet-level work, and then I, myself, do 
a lot of work just to understand the 
question. 

So, I'll be thoroughly schooled in it as a 
student before we get there. And I think 
this will open an avenue whereby the 
seven major developed countries in the 
‘Western World can be prepared to co- 
operate better in the future. 

Maybe one more question. 


CAMP DAVID MEETING 


Q. Do you have any plans to apply 
your Camp David techniques to the solu- 
tion of some of the Caribbean and Latin 
problems? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. I had a 
meeting with some other editors earlier, 
and they asked me if I would get George 
Meany and Mr. Fitzsimmons and several 
others and go to Camp David and spend 
a few weeks to resolve the inflation prob- 
lem. I told them that was a fate worse 
than death. [Laughter] I never had seen a 
time when I wanted to leave Camp David 
and come back to Washington until this 
past Sunday. [Laughter] 

But, no, I think that would be a very 
rare thing. It was an extraordinary time. 
I think you can see, as editors, in the after- 
math of Camp David the disruption of a 
legitimate exploration for differences. 
And I don’t say that in a critical fashion. 

But at Camp David we tried to get 
people to be cooperative and not to publi- 
cize differences, but to search for a com- 
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mon ground on which we could build an 
agreement. If I or Begin or Sadat had had 
a press conference daily while we were at 
Camp David, the conference, in my opin- 
ion, wouldn’t have lasted 2 days, because 
there had to be a removal of appealing 
to the public. 


And as you well know, both Begin and 
Sadat were extremely courageous in tak- 
ing stands quite different from what they 
had espoused in the past, some of which 
were highly controversial and might be 
disapproved by those who had trusted 
them with leadership. 

I think they both are very good and 
courageous people. But the enclosed na- 
ture of the Camp David environment is 
one that in the future I prefer to enjoy 
by myself with my wife. [Laughter] 

Thank you very much. I enjoyed it. 


NOTE: The interview began at 1:45 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. It 
was conducted as part of the Latin American 
Program for Senior Editors of the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars. 

The transcript of the interview was released 
on September 23. 


Supplementary Fiscal Assistance 
Legislation 


Statement on Senate Action on the Legislation. 
September 23, 1978 


I am pleased that the Senate has acted 
favorably on the Supplementary Fiscal As- 
sistance program. The assistance provided 
by this bill will help our economically 
troubled States and localities to maintain 
basic services and to hold the line on tax 
increases. This program is an integral 
component of the urban policy that I pro- 
posed earlier this year. I am hopeful that 
the House will act quickly on supplemen- 
tary fiscal assistance legislation. 
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Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
at a Town Meeting. September 23, 1978 


Mayor Ross. Good afternoon, ladies and 
gentlemen. My name is John Ross, mayor 
of Aliquippa. On behalf of the borough 
of Aliquippa, I welcome all of you to the 
Aliquippa town meeting. And now, may 
I present to you the President of the 
United States, Jimmy Carter. 

THe Preswent. Mr. Mayor, thank 
you very much. 

It’s a great pleasure for me to be back 
in this beautiful part of Pennsylvania and 
one of the most beautiful parts of the 
United States. 

My wife, Rosalynn, during the cam- 
paign, spent 5 days in Beaver Valley, and 
all the people who were up here cam- 
paigning on the Peanut Brigade and my 
family and I thought that the most de- 
lightful campaign experience of our 
whole 1976 effort was in Pennsylvania. 
And we thank you for it and also thank 
you for the great results that helped to put 
me in the White House. 

My mother is a great sports fan, and 
anybody who cares about sports knows 
about Beaver County. As you know, Joe 
Namath was a great friend of my mother’s 
when she was in Alabama and still is. 
Pete Maravich played for our team in 
Atlanta, great athlete who began here— 
Tony Dorsett, another great athlete, as 
you know; Doc Medich, and many others. 
I won't try to mention all of them that 
came from here, but there must be some- 
thing special about the climate or the 
training because you have set a standard 
for the rest of the country in athletics. 

And that’s not all. We have a great 
song composer from Georgia, Johnny 
Mercer. And one of his good friends and 
fellow composers was also from here, and 
that’s Henry Mancini. He was at the 


Sept. 23 


White House not long ago and gave a 
beautiful concert. And he and Johnny 
Mercer wrote several songs together, in- 
cluding “Moon River,” which is one of 
my favorite waltzes—Rosalynn and I like 
to dance to it—and “Days of Wine and 
Roses” and many others. 

So, we have not only a lot of political 
interrelationships with you but athletic 
interrelationships, cultural interrelation- 
ships, and just personal friendships. 

It’s a good opportunity for me as Presi- 
dent of our great country to come here 
and have a frank exchange with you. Not 
only are you responsible for my election, 
but in a very important way you are re- 
sponsible for how good a job I can do rep- 
resenting you in the White House. 

There are some things that prey heavily 
or my mind, many ideas, but I want to 
defer to you this morning on your ques- 
tions. There are two, though, that I would 
like to mention just in passing that might 
stimulate some questions from you. 


ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 


One of the great duties of a government 
is to police itself, to make sure that the 
core of our Nation in government is clean 
and decent and honest and open. Our Na- 
tion suffered the last few years because 
that has not always been true. And when 
it isn’t true, there’s a loss of trust among 
people like you in the government which 
is yours and in the elected officials which 
you put in office. 

The Senate has already passed a very 
strong ethics bill. The House this week 
turned away many crippling amendments. 
And my hope is that next week our Nation 
will have a new standard of performance 
in financing and campaign contributing 
procedures for the Members of the Con- 
gress. I inherited many problems. This was 
one of them. And the Congress has coop- 
erated. 

And the General Services Administra- 
tion, one of the biggest agencies in the Fed- 
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eral Government, not often highly publi- 
cized—we’ve got some serious problems. 

I appointed a new Administrator, Jay 
Solomon, from Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
And he had only been there a few weeks 
before he began to investigate in depth, to 
root out the corruption that exists. The 
more he looked, the more he found. And 
he finally appointed a special investigator, 
and I asked the Department of Justice to 
help him. And now we’re making some 
progress. 

I don’t know what the results will be, 
about the number of indictments and so 
forth. But we will stop that corruption of 
the core of our government. What has oc- 
curred there over the last decades has 
amounted to hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars stolen from you, the taxpayers of our 
country. We are trying to set up a mecha- 
nism to prevent this happening in other 
agencies. 

The Congress will shortly pass a bill, 
which I support, setting up 12 inspectors 


general, independent of the agency head, 
independent of me, who will make sure 
that in all the agencies of government, the 
major agencies, there is no tendency to- 
ward corruption. 


Our new civil service reform legislation, 
soon to be passed by Congress, thank 
goodness, will help us again to have not 
only better use of worthy and dedicated 
and honest employees, but a way to cor- 
rect deficiencies. And in that we’ll have a 
special counsel, independent, to investi- 
gate and to make sure that we don’t have 
a further corruption of your government. 

We inherited a mess, but we're getting 
it under control. 

The other point I would like to make, 
because I’m here in the heart of steel 
country, is that we’re making progress in 
keeping our people at work. When I be- 
came President about 20 months ago, 10 
million Americans could not find a full- 
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time job; more than 7 million had no jobs 
at all. We’ve made good progress. And 
you have been one of the counties, this 
region, that has led that progress since 
I’ve been President. The unemployment 
rate now in Beaver County is down to 5.1 
percent. 

And we’ve had special success in trying 
to turn around the problems in the steel 
industry itself. Employment has risen 24,- 
600 since the first of this year. When I be- 
came President, the utilization rate in the 
steel industry plants was down to 76 per- 
cent. It’s now up to 90 percent. In spite of 
a general slowing down in the economy, 
domestic shipments of steel are up 5 per- 
cent; revenues of the steel companies— 
the second quarter of this year compared 
to the second quarter of last year—up 
71 percent, which means that they can re- 
invest in keeping the plants modern and 
competing with steel producers in other 
countries. 

We've put into effect, as you know, a 
trigger price system to stop dumping. And 
as long as I’m President, we won’t have 
any worry about that any more. 

So, we are making good progress in al- 
most every aspect of your lives, with good 
cooperation between the Congress and the 
President in trying to mirror accurately 
in the White House what you want done 
for your country. 

I won’t go into any other items. I could 
spend the whole hour doing that. But I 
want to spend the next 50 minutes ans- 
wering any questions that you have in 
your mind. And now, Id like to turn, I 
understand, to the first microphone over 
here if there is a question. And I'll try 
to be brief with my answers so that we can 
cover as many questions as possible. 


QUESTIONS 
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. I 
am Evelyn Rosmini from Aliquippa, and 
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I have a question for you. 

Mr. President, we have lost three old- 
fashioned things—respect, management, 
and cooperation. We no longer have small 
town lifestyles. Everything is deteriorat- 
ing, and the youth are going to the cities. 

Do you have any community develop- 
ment package plans for improving small 
town economics so we could keep our 
young people in our towns? 

THe PreswentT. Thank you, Ms. Ros- 
mini. I think you know you mentioned a 
subject that’s dear to my own heart, the 
small towns. I come from Plains, which 
has a total population of less than 700, 
and we are trying to make sure that in the 
allocation of Federal funds for different 
projects—highways, schools, health care, 
beautification—these needs are met. 

I think it’s a very serious thing when we 
have a barrier built between our large 
metropolitan centers and the more rural 
areas of our country. I believe it’s accurate 
to say that in the last year almost, we 
have turned the corner in providing 
strength in the basically agricultural re- 
gions with the new farm bill that went 
into effect October 1, 1977, which hap- 
pens to be my birthday. 

We also have tried to bring together for 
the first time in many years the local, 
State, and Federal officials who work to- 
gether as a team, rather than having them 
separated one from another. In the White 
House under my top assistant, Jack Wat- 
son, we have a continuing mechanism by 
which any mayor or county official from 
the smallest towns and counties in our 
country can come directly to me through 
Jack Watson to get needs met. 

In the departments, of economic de- 
velopment under the Commerce Secre- 
tary Housing and Urban Development, 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Labor, 
we're trying to make sure that the pro- 
grams are not designed specifically for just 
the large metropolitan centers. I think 
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it’s very important for us to retain the 
strength of our small communities and the 
agricultural areas. And since this is where 
I came from, and you can rest assured it 
will never be ignored as long as I’m 
President. 


That’s a good question. 
URBAN RENEWAL 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is Mrs. Etta Colbert, and I live in 
Aliquippa. I also live in the Logstown 
District of Aliquippa. 

My question is, since the Logstown 
District, or part of it, is being redevel- 
oped, and homes and buildings are being 
torn down and others are not, I would 
just like to know why are some of the 
buildings and some of the homes being 
torn down and others are left to stand in 
a very critical, deplorable condition? And 
that’s my question. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you. I wish I 
knew the answer about your particular 
community, but I don’t. I think it might 
be good for me to have Secretary of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development Department, 
Mrs. Pat Harris, contact you directly, if 
you don’t mind, with a telephone call and 
see if she can investigate the exact prob- 
lems that cause you concern. 

As you know, the basic decisions on 
which particular homes or buildings are 
torn down and which ones are left stand- 
ing have to be under our own system of 
government a decision made by private 
families and also by local government and 
State government officials. It’s not right 
nor proper for the Federal Government 
to come in and make a decision about 
which houses to tear down or leave. And 
I think this is something that must be 
done by the local people themselves. 

But [ll ask Pat Harris, if you don’t 
mind, to give you a call directly so that 
she can have one of her people look into 
the question, since I’m not familiar with 
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the exact circumstances you describe. 

Is that okay? 

Q. Thank you very much. 

Tue Presiwenrt. Thank you, Mrs. Col- 
bert. 


PRAYER IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is Attorney Melvin Clark, Jr., and 
I’m residing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

I first would like to commend you on 
your splendid efforts at Camp David. I 
think I can speak for the majority of 
Americans in saying that we are extremely 
proud. I would like to ask my question 
as a representative of the churches in and 
around Aliquippa, Pennsylvania. 

That question is simply, what is your 
personal opinion on bringing prayer back 
into the public schools? 

THE Presiwwent. Thank you, Attorney 
Clark, for your comment and also your 
question. 

I am not in favor of the Government 
requiring prayer in the schools. At the 
same time, I’m not in favor of the Govern- 
ment prohibiting or preventing prayer in 
the schools. My own religious beliefs, 
which I think are compatible with the 
Supreme Court decisions on this, are that 
the first amendment to the Constitution, 
separating the church and the state, must 
be maintained. 

I believe that prayer is a private rela- 
tionship or communication between a per- 
son and God, and that each person should 
have a right to worship as he or she 
chooses. So, I think that prayer ought to 
be permitted in the schools, but not re- 
quired for a particular student. 


NATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM 


Q. Good afternoon. My name is Alice 
Feehley. I’m from Frie, Pennsylvania. I 
have a question for you. 

Considering your principles for the na- 
tional health program, you say in it that 


1606 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


there will be no additional Federal spend- 
ing until the year 1983. I want to know 
if that means that 

THE PRrEswENT. No additional what, 
Miss Feehley? 

Q. Federal spending, okay?—until 
1983; also that there is no adverse im- 
pact on Government budget or the tax- 
payer. Does that mean what we have will 
stay in the budget of the Government 
now, or does that mean we can expect no 
tax increase or no new Federal programs? 

Tue Present. That’s an excellent 
question, and one of the most difficult I 
will get today. 

Let me take just a moment to describe 
the problem that we have. We need to 
have some immediate changes made in 
the health delivery system in our country. 
We need to have an emphasis on preven- 
tion of disease, the cheapest possible way 
to ensure a person’s health. We need to 
have an expansion of the kind of people 
who can treat illness once it occurs, un- 
der the supervision of medical doctors 
themselves, more use of physicians assist- 
ants, registered nurses, laboratory tech- 
nicians, in some instances, special in- 
stances, and so forth. 

We need to have more emphasis on 
outpatient treatment and not require per- 
sons who don’t really need it to be ad- 
mitted to the hospital at very large cost. 

We need to fill in some of the gaps in 
our present health care coverage, because 
at this time, the bill for the Federal Gov- 
ernment, including health programs, is 
paid by those who are able to work and 
pay income taxes primarily, and they are 
exactly the ones that receive practically 
no benefits from the Federal health pro- 
grams. 

Many people are not covered by private 
health insurance. The most important 
need we have immediately, though, is to 
put a lid on the cost of hospital care. We 
have a hospital cost containment proposal 
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in the Congress this year. I really hope 
it will pass. And we are fighting hard to 
get it passed. I’ll give you the reason for 
it very quickly. 

More and more our private hospitals 
are being owned and managed by exactly 
the people who decide whether or not you 
go into the hospital in the first place— 
what kind of health care you get, how long 
you stay, and how much to charge you. 
It’s almost a monopoly, quite often, in a 
community. Because of that, health care 
has gone up since 1960 1,000 percent. 

I was in South Carolina last night. I 
looked up the statistics: Last year in South 
Carolina health care went up 20 percent. 
The cost of health care for a given level of 
treatment is doubling every 5 years. This 
is the kind of thing that puts a tremendous, 
uncontrollable burden on the American 
people. And the charges in hospitals is go- 
ing up twice as fast as the rate of inflation, 
which is high enough on its own. 

So, we’re trying to get a hospital cost 
containment bill passed. As soon as we can 
get these things done that I’ve just out- 
lined to you very briefly, we'll be ready to 
move on a comprehensive health care 
package. 

Another thing that we must do is to 
make sure that the Federal Government 
agencies and State government agencies 
and sometimes the local and private agen- 
cies are brought together to administer 
what we do have now in a much more 
effective way. 

The Congress is making good progress 
on this. But we cannot afford just abruptly 
to put into effect an entire health care pro- 
gram that would cost the taxpayers maybe 
$70 or $80 or $100 billion. We’ve got to 
go into it step by step. Once we do the 
things that I’ve just described to you, 
we ll have a much better health care sys- 
tem with no additional burden on the 
American family for cost, and it'll be 
much more comprehensive, as well. So, 
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that’s what I think we ought to do in the 
initial stages. 

And the final conclusion of that whole 
process will take a good while, I would say, 
at least 5 years. But we’re not postponing 
all these actions until 1983. We hope by 
1983 that everything I’ve described to you 
will have already been completed. 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is George Henderson, Jr. I’m a resi- 
dent here in Aliquippa. I would like to 
ask you a question dealing with our edu- 
cational system. 

It is one thing to have had high school 
dropouts to be mentioned throughout 
various Presidential campaigns and what- 
ever. I would like to know, have you in- 
stituted yet into your so-called repertoire 
of whatever you’re going to do with our 
country a means of contacting that young, 
uneducated, unemployed black youth? 

THE PreswenrT. That’s one of the most 
serious problems with the unemployment 
question. 

I said earlier that we’ve added a good 
bit of job opportunities to our country’s 
society. We’ve a net increase, just since 
I’ve been in office, of 6 million jobs, 6 
million more jobs than we lost. At the 
same time, we’ve had a substantial reduc- 
tion in the unemployment rate, from 
about 8 percent when I took over down to 
already less than 6 percent. But we still 
have pockets of unemployment in particu- 
lar communities, and we have pockets of 
unemployment in particular kinds of 
Americans. 

You’ve put your finger on the most im- 
portant and unmet need, that is, young, 
primarily male citizens from the minority 
groups, either those who can’t speak Eng- 
lish well or those who are black. We’ve 
had an addition of about 725,000 public 
service jobs that are designed more and 
more to focus on the kinds of people that 
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you've just described, black youth in par- 
ticular. And in addition to that, the basic 
youth programs have much more than 
doubled. 

As the general unemployment rate in 
the whole country among adults, both 
black and white, goes down, then those 
remaining Federal programs, which we 
are keeping strong, can quit worrying 
about those that already have jobs and 
focus more and more of their attention on 
those that still don’t have jobs. We have 
had a substantial reduction, by the way, in 
unemployment among young black citi- 
zens. But we've got a long way to go. And 
I believe that with the help of the private 
sector that we can increase this employ- 
ment opportunity even more. 

But we’ve recognized, obviously, this to 
be our most serious unemployment prob- 
lem. It’s the one that has responded less to 
our programs so far. But it will be the top 
focus of our attention in the months 
ahead. 

Thank you, Mr. Henderson. 


Q. Welcome, Mr. President. My name 
is Wendy Babiak, and I live in South 
Heights. 


My first question I would like to ask 
you is, do you think you'll run a second 
term for office? [Laughter] And also, I'd 
like to ask you, if possible, and if Rosalynn 
wouldn’t mind, could I please give you a 
big hug? [Laughter] 

THE PresiweENT. Well, the answer to 
one of those questions is absolutely yes. 
[Laughter] And the answer to the other 
one is that I'll have to ask Rosalynn 
about both of them. [Laughter] This was 
not on the program. [Laughter] 


I would like to ask all of you not to 
tell my wife about this until I can get 
home and explain it. [Laughter] Miss 
Babiak, that’s the nicest question I’ve had 
so far. 
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BEAVER CASTLE GIRL SCOUTS 


Q. Hi, Mr. President. 

THE PresIDENT. Good afternoon. 

Q. Welcome to the greatest county in 
Pennsylvania—Beaver. I’m Eleanor Vav- 
ro from Patterson Township. Beaver 
Falls, Joe Namath’s town. Tell Lillian. 

THE PresIvENT. [’ll tell her. 

Q. Mr. President, I will leave all the 
big questions to all the people. I know 
there’s many, many large ones. But my 
question is a very simple one. I will talk 
about something that I know something 
about. 

How would you like to be the first 
President of the United States to honor 
us by being a member of the Beaver 
Castle Girl Scouts? [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. It would be a great 
pleasure for me. As a former—as a for- 
mer—T|laughter|—well, I wasn’t a 

Q. [ll help you out, Mr. President. 

THe PresipENT. I wasn’t a Boy Scout, 
because I lived too far back in the coun- 
try. But I was a Boy Scout leader when I 
got a little bit older. 

Q. Great. Great. May I present this 
T-shirt to Amy, please? I also have a 
patch from the Beaver Castle Girl Scouts 
for you, and I also have a pin, if you will 
let me invest you now. 

Tue PresiwenT. That'll be fine. Why 
don’t you stand over here, and after I 
get the next question, I'll take the pin and 
I'll give the shirt to Amy as soon as I get 
home. 

Q. Fair enough. 

THE Present. Thank you. 

TUITION TAX CREDITS 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Philip 
Mancini. I’m from Aliquippa and a stu- 
dent of Quigley High School in Baden. 


I would like to ask you, why did you 
publicly state that you would vote against 
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the tax tuition bill as proposed by Sena- 
tor Moynihan of New York if it made it 
through Congress? 

THE PresIweNT. For two reasons. One 
is, I think that we should honor the con- 
stitutional separation of church and state. 
As you know, we are providing, under 
rulings by the Supreme Court, a consid- 
erable amount of different kinds of di- 
rect aid from the Federal Government 
to the private schools. I think it is best to 
minimize the interference of the Federal 
Government in the private school system 
throughout our country. 

My own belief is that it is unconstitu- 
tional for the Federal Government to sup- 
port to a substantial degree the curricu- 
lum and basic costs of the private school 
system. In addition, we have allocated 
for student aid, for scholarships, for loans 
at the college level, a much more effec- 
tive means of financing than just to pro- 
vide tax credits. The tax credits them- 
selves benefit too greatly the family which 
is fairly well off. 

And the focus of it is on the high- 
income families, $30,000 or more. I think 
as long as we have a certain amount of 
either Federal tax credits or Federal taxes 
that are collected and spent, that the 
money should be channeled to help most 
directly those families in the middle range 
of income and the lower range of income, 
where they need it much more. So, be- 
cause of this strong bias towards helping 
very rich families and my concern about 
the constitutional provisions, those are 
the two reasons. 

Thank you, Mr. Mancini. 


ISRAELI OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is James Hawkins. I’m from New 
Sewickley Township here in Beaver 
County. I wish to welcome you here to 
western Pennsylvania. 
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There are approximately 100,000 or- 
thodox Christians here in the Pittsburgh 
area, Mr. President. Many of us have been 
very concerned with the treatment which 
our brothers and sisters, the orthodox 
Christians in occupied Palestine, have re- 
ceived for the last 30 years at the hands 
of the Zionist invaders, who have stolen 
the land and evicted them from their 
homeland. 

We want to know why your adminis- 
tration has not had the courage to stand 
up to Menahem Begin and to the Amer- 
ican Jewish community by simply cutting 
off all foreign aid to the Israelis until they 
give back all territories stolen from the 
orthodox Christians and others in occu- 
pied Palestine? 

THE PresiwentT. I thank you for your 
very objective and unbiased question. And 
I'll try to answer it as best I can. [Laugh- 
ter] 

I don’t think that in addressing this 
particular problem of the Palestinians, nor 
in addressing all the broader interests in 
the Mideast, that my administration or I 
have been timid or cowardly. We have 
raised, as you know, for the first time in 
any administration, the basic problems of 
the Palestinians who live in the region as 
you described, without regard to the reli- 
gious affiliation of the people involved. 

Palestinian Jews, Arabs, and Christians 
in my opinion should have a maximum 
opportunity for a change, to escape the 
military occupation rule and to have their 
own government within which they can 
manage their own affairs, religious affairs 
and affairs concerning education, police, 
highways, and the normal administration 
of their lives. 

One of the remarkable results of Camp 
David is that everything that I have just 
described to you has been accomplished. 
And the Israelis, under their spokesman, 
Prime Minister Begin, have agreed to this. 
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As soon as the negotiations can be com- 
pleted, hopefully within just 2 or 3 
months, there will be a self-government 
set up in the Palestinian area with full 
autonomy. The Israeli military govern- 
ment will be withdrawn for the first time 
in many years, and the people will have a 
chance to administer their own affairs, 
including the right to worship. 

I believe that you would agree that this 
is a major step forward, the first time it 
has been accomplished. 

Now, of course, the fact remains that 
many issues still remain to be resolved. 
And in the absence of a willingness of 
the Palestinians themselves to negotiate 
further and in the absence of a willingness, 
for instance, for King Hussein to negoti- 
ate further—because some of these dis- 
putes involve Jordan; many of the inhab- 
itants of the West Bank, for instance, are 
Jordanian citizens—the progress we can 
make will be limited. 

But President Sadat has committed 
himself to me in writing, a letter released 
yesterday, that in the absence of coopera- 
tion or participation by, for instance, King 
Hussein, he himself will continue the ne- 
gotiations, not just on the Sinai relating 
to Egypt-Israel but also will continue the 
negotiations concerning the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip area. 

We've addressed as best we could, also, 
the problems of the refugees and also the 
displaced persons who left that area as a 
result of different events that have oc- 
curred in the last 30 years. 

So, I believe we are making great strides 
toward realizing the hopes that you have 
just outlined, to terminate military rule 
and to give people a chance to worship as 
they please. And I’m proud to report that 
to you and believe that we can do even 
more in the future when all the negotiat- 
ing parties are willing to sit down and take 
advantage of the wonderful door that has 
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now been opened because of the Camp 
David agreement. 


ANTITRUST POLICY 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is William R. Petrelli. I reside in 
Hopewell Township. 

The question I want to ask you is why 
did Attorney General Bell go against the 
recommendation of the Justice Depart- 
ment Antitrust Division and okay the 
merger of LTV and Lykes Company? 
This will cost jobs in Aliquippa. 

THE PresivenT. I don’t know. That’s 
a decision, as you know, that’s made inde- 
pendently of the White House. 

This was a result of a lawsuit and other 
matters concerning enforcement of the 
antitrust laws. And under our Constitu- 
tion, as you well know, there’s a very 
sharp division between the rights and re- 
sponsibilities of the judiciary system, the 
rights and responsibilities of the executive 
branch of Government, and the rights 
and responsibilities of the legislative 
branches of Government. 

These decisions by the Attorney Gen- 
eral, who of course does serve on my 
Cabinet, can be appealed and might be 
resolved in the future. I don’t know the 
details of the case, have not been involved 
in it myself. My own commitment, how- 
ever, is, after this very controversial de- 
cision is made, to minimize the damage 
that might be done to any community, 
including your own. And I pointed out a 
few minutes ago in my opening statement 
that although there are serious problems 
in the steel industry, that we have made 
progress in rejuvenating or giving new life 
to the American steel industry. And I 
think that although there are always con- 
cerns about any unemployment, the un- 
employment in your area is among the 
lowest in the whole Nation with, I think, 
5.1 percent in July of this year, which are 
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the last statistics that I have. 
So, ’m not trying to evade your ques- 
tion. I don’t know anything else about it, 
and I’ve almost told you more than I 
know about it already. [Laughter| 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Thank you, 


THE PRESIDENT. Mr. 


Petrelli. 


EDUCATION 


Q. Good afternoon, Mi. President. My 
name is Mike Brown, and I reside in 
Monaca, Pa. 

First of all, let me thank you for being 
the person who you are and for represent- 
ing us the way you’ve been representing 
us since you took office. 

Mr. President, you have been a strong 
advocate of the department of education. 
By creating a separate Cabinet office, 
what advantages do you feel would there 
be that the HEW can’t already do, by 
creating another office? 


Tue Preswent. I was Governor of 
Georgia for 4 years and, before that, was 
in the Georgia Legislature for two terms 
and was the chairman of one of the com- 
mittees responsible for education. Prior 
to that, for 7 or 8 years, I was on the 
local board of education. It’s been one of 
my primary interests. 


When I campaigned around the Nation 
for 2 years to become President, that was 
one of the issues that was constantly put 
forward to me in meetings of this kind— 
at first with a much more tiny crowd than 
this, later growing in size. 

After I became President, it was star- 
tling to me that in my regular Cabinet 
meetings, where all the issues that are im- 
portant to our country are discussed for a 
couple of hours on Monday mornings, 
that we rarely had come to my own atten- 
tion any matter concerning education. I 
would say less than 2 percent of my time 
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or 1 percent is spent on education. And 
when it does come up at a Cabinet meet- 
ing or directly involving myself, ordinar- 
ily it’s concerning a lawsuit involving civil 
rights or some other aspect of controversy 
between the Federal Government and a 
State or local board. 

I think that the issue of education 
should be much more greatly dramatized 
and discussed at the Federal level of gov- 
ernment. And I think a separate depart- 
ment of education would let us go more 
deeply into the reasons why we are spend- 
ing an ever-increasing amount of money 
for education and apparently getting less 
results in the actual knowledge and ability 
of our students when they graduate from 
grammar school or high school. 

I don’t know the reasons for it. My 
own approach to education is fairly old- 
fashioned. I think we ought to get back 
much more to the basics of education and 
make sure that when a child does leave, 
for instance, the third grade, that child 
can read and write. Many of our young 
people can’t read and write when they 
finish grammar school, and some of them 
can’t read and write well when they get a 
high school diploma. That ought to be 
changed. 

Another thing that concerns me very 
much is that we should have a concen- 
trated commitment that even with the 
new department of education, that the 
Federal Government never gets into the 
role of trying to run the local school sys- 
tems. That ought to be a decision made 
as closely as possible to the control of the 
parents themselves. 

The essence of it is that in Washington 
now, in spite of the fact that we have had, 
since I’ve been in office, the greatest in- 
crease in Federal contributions to educa- 
tion in history—even including those great 
days when Lyndon Johnson put into effect 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 
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Act of 1965 and the Higher Education 
Act of °65—the Congress has put more 
into education since I’ve been in office 
than ever before—we still don’t have as 
much attention given to education as it 
ought to have. 

I have a great interest in education, 
from all my background, more than any 
other single subject except, perhaps, na- 
tional defense. And those are some of the 
reasons that I think a separate depart- 
ment of education ought to be a good idea 
in our Government. It may not pass this 
year; I hope it will. The Senate has al- 
ready taken action; it’s in the House. But 
if it doesn’t, then I’ll be pursuing it again 
next year—I hope this year; if not, next 
year. 


PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION 


Q. Hello, Mr. President. My name is 
Dan Chamvitz, and I live in Hopewell 
Township. 

My sister happens to live in Israel. The 
PLO has set off bombs within 100 yards 
of where she works and where she lives. 
So, I would like to know how the United 
States could let the PLO, an organization 
which has openly killed hundreds of peo- 
ple, open an office and distribute propa- 
ganda in Washington, D.C.? 

THE PRESIDENT. We have in our coun- 
try a constitutional right to freedom of 
speech, one of the deepest commitments 
of the American people. There are a lot 
of organizations in our country which are 
obnoxious to some of us, what they stand 
for, what they believe in. And it’s a diffi- 
cult thing for a public official not to use 
this kind of issue to demagog and to stamp 
out an unpopular group, no matter how 
small it might be. 


There is obviously no threat to our 
Nation’s security. There is obviously no 
threat to the well-being of people who 
live in Israel if the PLO has this small in- 
formation office. My own guess is that 
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they will learn more about our country 
by being here and what we stand for than 
we'll learn from them. 

There are many groups like this that 
cause us concern. The Ku Klux Klan, for 
instance, the Communist Party, the 
Nazis—you know, it would be nice for us 
if they would just go away. But it’s part 
of our system of government to let them 
have a right to speak. And I believe that 
as long as the American people are edu- 
cated and knowledgeable about the threat 
of these organizations, that that’s the best 
way to stamp them out. 

I might add one other thing: I have a 
commitment to the people of Israel not to 
negotiate with nor to have private meet- 
ings with the PLO until after that organi- 
zation recognizes Israel’s right to exist and 
espouses United Nations Resolution 242, 
with which I know you are thoroughly fa- 
miliar. So, I think we’re making good 
progress in the Mideast. 

You need not fear the little office in 
Washington. I believe we can handle the 
PLO, not by stamping them out, but by 
the American people. 

Thank you. 


WAGE INCREASES ; STEEL IMPORTS 


Q. Shalom, Mr. President. 

Tue PreswEnt. Shalom. 

Q. I am Barbara Heyman from Con- 
way, Pennsylvania. And I personally 
would like to extend a mazel tov to you 
for all your accomplishments at Camp 
David. 

THE PreswenT. Thank you. 


Q. You recently stated that you wanted 
to hold wage increases to 7 percent or less. 
Why do you only want to give the Federal 
worker 54 percent, when in fact many 
unions have and will exceed the 7 per- 
cent? 

What further action is the Government 
contemplating to protect the American 
steel industry against foreign imports? We 
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understand that there are about 2 million 
tons a month coming in with your price 
trigger mechanism in effect. 

Tue Preswwent. Thank you. Shalom 
to you, also. [Laughter] When Prime Min- 
ister Begin left the Oval Office for the last 
time, I gave him a little plaque that said, 
“Shalom, y all.” [Laughter] 

It would be a mistake for anyone to 
blame the inflation rate on either the Fed- 
eral Government, the labor unions, the 
working people, or industry, or the private 
citizens. All of us share a responsibility for 
controlling inflation. It’s been a constant 
burden for the American people and a 
constant threat for at least the last 10 
years. As you know, at one time in 1973 
or ’74, it got up about 14 percent. It’s 
still running at a prevailing rate of about 
7 percent, much too high. 

I’m responsible directly for the Federal 
Government. I can’t control labor unions, 
I can’t control private industry, I can’t 
control private citizens’ lives, nor the buy- 
ing patterns of housewives or others who 
shop for products in our country. But 
within the limits of my own ability and 
short of mandatory price and wage con- 
trols, which I do not favor and don’t have 
any intention to implement, I have to do 
the best I can. 

Among the top officials in Government, 
including all my Cabinet, the administra- 
tors, I have put a zero increase in effect. 
There will be no increases at all. And 
they—some of them willingly, some of 
them unwillingly—will absorb the full in- 
crease of inflation during this 12-month 
period. I think that their income, which is 
fairly high, is enough to accommodate it. 

Among other Federal employees, we 
tried to put into effect a salary increase 
level about what the prevailing rate of in- 
crease had been for the last year or two, 
since I’ve been in office—not this year, 
last year—about 5% percent. I don’t 
think that will work any extraordinary 
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hardship on a Federal employee. It would 
obviously be better for them to have a 7- 
or 8- or 9- or 10-percent increase. I can’t 
deny that. They’ll still get their regular 
merit system increases, which are not lim- 
ited at all. 

And I think in the future with the new 
civil service reform legislation that I ex- 
pect to sign into law shortly, they'll have 
a better life for themselves. 

So, ’m on pretty sound ground in rec- 
ommending to the Congress—I think the 
Congress will honor my recommendation 
that 514 percent ought to set a standard 
or a guide for the rest of the Nation to 
follow. 

Let me say on the steel imports, I de- 
scribed earlier the benefits that have been 
derived already from the trigger price 
mechanism that we put into effect. There’s 
been an actual reduction in Japanese ex- 
ports, for instance, of steel. There’s been 
an increase, tremendous increase, in pro- 
duction of steel in our own country. In the 
last 12 months, the production of steel in 
our country has gone up 10 percent. So, I 
think we’ve got a good start on controlling 
imports. 

We put a stop now to dumping in al- 
most every incident. We are trying to 
hone down or to modify our trigger price 
mechanism to take care of unforeseen 
problems. And I believe that, in general, 
both the labor organizations and also the 
steel manufacturers in our country think 
that it’s a good program. We’ll continue it 
in effect, improve it as we go along. 


PROPERTY TAXES 


Q. Welcome to Beaver County, Mr. 
President. 


THE Preswenrt. Thank you, ma’am. 

Q. I’m Elizabeth Hensley of Harmony 
Township. And my question relates to 
senior citizens and reassessment of prop- 
erty. Do you feel senior citizens on fixed 
incomes who have lived in and paid taxes 
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on their homes for 40 years or more should 
have to have their property reassessed ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, ma’am, yes, I do. 
It would be much better, obviously, if no 
one had to have their property reassessed. 
There are some senior citizens who are 
quite wealthy. Among the wealthiest peo- 
ple in our country are some senior citizens, 
not the ones about whom you have just 
asked me. But I think when you start ex- 
cluding certain groups of citizens com- 
pletely from any increase in property taxes 
for a number of years, you add on to the 
burden of others in the society, perhaps 
who are just as poor and just as in need as 
the senior citizens themselves. 

One of the things that we are trying to 
do, however, is to make sure that as a 
senior citizen depends upon, for instance, 
social security payments to make those tax 
levies to the county or city, that the social 
security payments go up enough to ac- 
commodate the normal inflation rate. 

One of the things that I’d like to warn 
about is that there are some demands be- 
ing made now, on a nationwide basis, by 
the Republican leaders for a dramatic de- 
crease in Federal income taxes, like 35 
percent or some extraordinary figure of 
that sort under the so-called Kemp-Roth 
bill. 

There’s a given level of service to our 
people that has to be maintained for na- 
tional defense, for social security, for edu- 
cation, for streets and highways and po- 
lice forces. And if you drastically reduce 
income taxes, the only thing that you can 
do is to put a very large increased tax 
burden on property taxes, exactly what we 
do not want to do. 

So, I think we need to cut income taxes 
substantially. I hope the Democratic Con- 
gress and IJ can do that, maybe $20 billion 
this year. We had about a $7 billion de- 
crease last year. But to cut income taxes so 
much that you have to pile more tax bur- 
den on property taxpayers is something 
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that we want to avoid. So, I think we’ll do 
everything we can to make sure that el- 
derly citizens are protected, particularly 
those with low incomes. We will not ex- 
clude the rich elderly citizens from paying 
their part of the taxes. 

We'll try to hold down property taxes 
as much as possible by maintaining a rea- 
sonable level of Federal income taxes and 
increase the social security payments and 
others that go to elderly citizens to accom- 
modate for the increases in taxes and 
other things brought about by the infla- 
tion rate. That’s in a very brief period of 
time the best I can do with a very com- 
plicated subject. 

I know you want to pay your share. 
And I want to make sure you don’t pay 
any more than your share. Thank you. 


VIEWS ON THE PRESIDENCY 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is Ken Joyce from Ambridge, Penn- 
sylvania. There are many good communi- 
ties here in Beaver County. And the next 
time you get a break in your busy sched- 
ule, I'd like to invite you to one of the 
better ones, which is Ambridge. [Laughter] 

THE PresiDENT. Ambridge, by the way, 
is one of my wife’s favorites. She was 
there, I think, twice during the campaign. 
She wants to come back. 

Q. Well, she can come back, too, Mr. 
President. 

My question for you is: As a man who 
has risen to prominence from relative 
obscurity 

THE Present. That’s putting it mild- 
ly. [Laughter] 

Q. what is your expectation as to 
how history will remember you? What is 
your hope, your goal as a President to be 
remembered by history? 

THE Preswent. That’s a hard thing to 
answer. Just let me briefly say that there 
are two things that I would like to have 
remembered about me. One is that I 
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helped to restore to our Nation and to its 
Government a sense of purpose, of ideal- 
ism, of commitment and honesty, that de- 
serves the trust of the people of our 
country. 

We had lost that in my opinion, in re- 
cent years, with Vietnam and Watergate 
and CIA and so forth. And I would like 
for people, when I go out of office, to say, 
“I’ve got a clean government that’s de- 
cent and honest, that I can trust.” If I 
could accomplish that, or a major part of 
that, on the domestic scene, I would be 
very, very pleased. 

On the international scene, of course, 
the overwhelming question is peace; not 
peace by military might imposed on other 
people, but peace based on two things. 
One is a strong national defense capabil- 
ity, depending on weapons first of all, 
hopefully never to be used. But the other 
one is strength based on what our national 
character is, treating other people fairly 
and with respect, with a total commitment 
to the enhancement of human rights 
around the world and trying to lessen 
the tensions that have been built up, for 
instance, in southern Africa, between our- 
selves and the Soviet Union, in 
the Turkey-Greece-Cyprus question, to 
strengthen the Eastern—Western European 
confrontation, in the Middle East, to re- 
store our good, friendly relationships with 
countries that in the past have been our 
enemies. These are the kinds of things 
that I would like to do in the international 
scene, 


So, I would say peace based on strength 
in its broadest sense, on the international 
scene, and a restoration of people’s trust 
and love of our own government and 
country, on the domestic scene. 


ETHICS IN GOVERNMENT 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name’s Donald Martin from Center 
Township. 
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In light of your opening remarks about 
corruption in the Federal Government, 
you know that Pennsylvania is running 
first or second there. [Laughter] And I 
would like to know what you feel that 
the average citizen can do to help to 
bring corruption to light and at the same 
time to protect our livelihood. 

Tue Presmwent. Well, first of all, I 
think it’s good for private citizens who 
work in either local industries or in the 
government to be constantly alert to any 
sort of suspicious occurrences that they 
observe. 

Secondly, I think you could elect off- 
cials who in their own past administra- 
tions have shown that they are capable 
of avoiding any allegations of corruption. 
Pete Flaherty would be an example that 
comes to my mind right offhand. 

Third, you could help with some very 
controversial things in the Congress. I 
ran for President under a new election 
law that put a limit of $1,000 on contri- 
butions that could come to me from any- 
where. And every contribution had to be 
revealed completely to the public. It cost 
us an enormous amount of time and 
money just to account for all those con- 
tributions. We need the same thing in the 
Congress, because you cannot imagine the 
extraordinary influence of special lobby- 
ing groups on Capitol Hill. 

I mentioned hospital cost containment 
a few minutes ago. That’s one example. 
But I think if we can ever get to the point 
where a Member of Congress was elected 
to office without any possibility of being 
financially indebted to the very wealthy 
and very well-organized lobbying groups, 
that would be the best single thing that 
we could accomplish. 

There’s a lot of opposition to that on 
Capitol Hill. But I want to get that done. 
There’s a lot of concern about it. 

I was a little bit upset the other day 
when Amy came home and said they’d 
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been playing a new game at school. And 
I said, “What is it?” She said, “Cops and 
GSA.” [Laughter] So, we are trying to 
make government better. You can help by 
doing the things I described. 


NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY 


Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My 
name is Eli Bucan. I’m from Hopewell, 
Beaver County here. 

Most of the questions you seemed to 
have answered extremely well. So, I had 
one, but I think it was answered properly, 
So, I have other ones here like, why isn’t 
the present government moving faster in 
getting a good, sound energy program in 
the United States, and why isn’t that new 
fuel called gasocol, I think it’s called—— 

THE Present. Gasohol. 

Q. why isn’t it being pushed? 

Tue Presipent. Gasohol. I think it 
will be in the future. As you know we’ve 
gone for several generations in our great 
country without any sort of a national 
energy policy that people could under- 
stand that would make production in our 
country be equal to our needs and to cut 
down on the enormous drain in buying 
overseas oil. 

In the last 6 years we’ve had an 800- 
percent increase in oil imports, from about 
$4.7 billion, this year $45 billion. And 
many people don’t even know that in 
1978, of all the oil we use in our country, 
about half of it we have to buy overseas. 

My guess is that before this Congress 
adjourns in October that we will have a 
major step taken by the Congress toward 
a comprehensive energy bill. I believe that 
we’ve got pretty good support in Pennsyl- 
vania, at least in the Congressmen among 
those who are Democrats. I think you 
could help me by inducing both your U.S. 
Senators to support in the Senate next 
Tuesday the passage of a natural gas bill 
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which is a key to the rest of the energy 
package this year. 

So, I think that after this year we'll 
have the major portion of a new energy 
policy that'll help a great deal. We’ve got 
some serious problems ahead of us, if we 
don’t. 

The value of the dollar is going down, 
inflation rates caused to go up by exces- 
sive imports that cost Americans jobs. We 
are dependent on foreign supplies when 
we ought to be able to produce our own 
energy sources and so forth. 


On gasohol, this is a kind of new re- 
search and development effort that I 
think will pay good dividends. In some 
countries, like Brazil, who don’t have any 
appreciable fuel of their own, about 10 
percent of their gasoline now comes from 
growing plants, either corn or some tuber- 
ous plants; well, you have a tuber grow- 
ing underneath the ground, like a potato. 
And I think in the future we’ll see a sub- 
stantial increase in gasohol in our own 
country. Right now it’s a little too expen- 
sive. It can’t compete with other forms of 
gasoline. But I think you’ll see that grow 
in the future. 

And we want to shift very heavily to- 
ward other sources, too. Coal is not being 
adequately utilized. Solar energy would be 
another one. 

So, with a strong research and develop- 
ment program, a passage this year of a 
natural gas bill and other bills, we'll have 
a major step toward recognizing and re- 
solving the question that you’ve described. 

Thank you very much. 

I’m sorry, I don’t have time for another 
question. We’ve been here now for 59 
minutes, and I’ve only got 1 minute to 
close. Let me say that I’ve been really 
impressed with the quality of your ques- 
tions. Some of them have been very diffi- 
cult for me to answer. And I don’t claim 
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to know all the answers. I think the best 
thing that I can do when I have a difficult 
question to address is to turn to you for 
help, not only in learning in a session like 
this but in your help in helping to pass 
legislation in the Congress. 

Let me say this as a reminder to you. 
We ordinarily are concerned about and 
we study and we read about in the news- 
papers and we watch on television debates 
about some issues that seem to be very 
important at the time. But I'd like to re- 
mind you that those issues come and go; 
they are transient; and they don’t indicate 
clearly in our minds the basic strength and 
the greatness of our country. 

Sure, we’ve got some problems. Amer- 
ica has always had problems; our an- 
cestors had problems much more serious 
than the ones we have now. But God’s 
blessed us in this Nation with tremendous 
natural resources. We are blessed by our 
forefathers with the kind of government 
structure that lets us work together as a 
team. And we also have individual rights, 
freedoms to stand on our own feet, to 
make our own decisions, to answer our 
own questions, to resolve our own differ- 
ences, and to reach for greatness in the 
future. 


So, I’d like to ask you every now and 


then when you’re complaining about a 


particular thing like inflation or perhaps 
unemployment or perhaps steel imports 
or perhaps a bad education system or the 
wrong houses getting torn down, to re- 
member in your conversation that we still 
have the best and the greatest nation on 
Earth. And together we’ll make it even 
greater. 
Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The town meeting began at 2:30 p.m. 


in the auditorium of Aliquippa High School. 
It was broadcast live on radio and television. 
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Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 


Remarks at a Reception for Gene Atkinson. 
September 23, 1978 


THE PresipenT. Thank you very much. 
Now let me say a few words. Thank you 
so much. It’s really tremendous for me 
to be among friends, between two friends 
who were there when I needed them, and 
who have formed an allegiance with me 
and my family that is absolutely unshake- 
able, and that there is no way that I as 
President could have a closer relationship 
with you and the rest of my own admin- 
istration than to have Pete Flaherty in 
the statehouse running your own affairs 
in Pennsylvania, and Gene Atkinson there 
to represent your district. 

As you know, we were not very well 
financed in 1976. [Laughter] So when we 
came into Beaver Valley to campaign, we 
didn’t have any campaign headquarters 
and couldn’t afford one. But there was 
one certain man who cared enough about 
me and who cared enough about my wife, 
who was in here campaigning for 5 full 
days, to say, “I’ve got a campaign head- 
quarters and telephones. Why don’t we 
share it?” And you know who that person 
was, it was your next Congressman, Gene 
Atkinson. 

There are some things—— 


MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE. Thank you, 
Gene Atkinson. [Laughter] 

THE Preswent. Right. Thank you, 
Congressman Atkinson. 

Mr. ATKINSON. You’re welcome, Mr. 
President. 

THE PRESIDENT. There are some things 
that we need in Washington, as you well 
know. I made a mistake, a slight mistake 
in the townhall meeting a while ago. We 
do have a limit on what can be contrib- 
uted to Members of Congress, and they 
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have to reveal it. What we need in a gen- 
eral election, though, is Federal financing 
of the entire election. 

In the President’s race, once President 
Ford and I were nominated, there was an 
amount of money allocated to our cam- 
paigns that got all contributors out of the 
picture completely. There was just one 
mass of contributors, and that’s the tax- 
payers of the country, and the maximum 
contribution that you can make is $1 
per year. 

That’s what we need for the Congress as 
well. And these two men standing next 
to me are the kind who want to see clean- 
ness and decency and honesty and open- 
ness brought back into the Government, 
so that the only people we represent are 
you. 

We need someone representing you in 
Congress who knows something about 
business and management—a small busi- 
nessman, understands payrolls, under- 
stands how to make employees be pros- 
perous and form a partnership with them, 
doing work in the graduate school at the 
University of Pittsburgh in business man- 
agement, knowledgeable about local af- 
fairs, county commissioner—7 years? 

Mr. ATKINSON. Seven years. 

THE PresIpDENT. And in 7 years—this is 
unbelievable for me; I want you all to 
check on it—he tells me that they’ve only 
had a 4 mill increase in property taxes 
in 7 years under his administration—un- 
believable. That shows good knowledge 
not only of how local government can 
work well, but also how to treat people 
who trust him and put him in office. 


I hope that all of you who have helped 
today by coming here to meet with me 
and to meet with Gene and Pete will 
leave here with another additional com- 
mitment. You’ve not done enough. A fi- 
nancial contribution, that helps, but you 
can give, many of you, more. 
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And there’s no one here who can’t go 
back home and raise 10 times as much 
as you have contributed in coming here 
today. I know you’ve got 10 friends who 
are not here today who would be willing 
to give that much to get a good Congress- 
man to represent you in Washington. 

Also, you are Americans who believe in 
our country. And I think it’s time for you 
to make an investment of time. Many of 
you, perhaps, already are. But there’s also 
no one here who can’t go back home and 
become, in efiect, a campaign manager for 
Gene Atkinson, to ask your own family, 
your own block, your own neighborhood, 
perhaps, a whole community, to organize 
for him. 

When election day comes, you ought to 
have a list of several hundred people that 
you could call on the telephone, maybe 
beginning the night before, and _ say, 
“Would you go out tomorrow and vote 
for the next Congressman of the United 
States to represent us?” This is the kind 
of thing you can do, if you will. 

The ones that can help most, of course, 
are maybe retired people, because the 
Congress takes actions almost everyday 
that affect your lives. And many of you 
are not employed full-time because you 
have reached the retirement age. You can 
make 150 telephone calls per day. I have 
done it, from my study in Plains, Georgia, 
to Iowa, before the first votes took place. 
I made 128 long-distance calls from 
Plains to get the nomination commitment 
in Iowa. So, there’s no limit to what you 
can do if you’re willing. And I hope you'll 
be willing, because it’s an investment that 
you can make in a campaign for a man 
that will not only serve you well, but let 
me be able better, as President, to serve 
you well. 

I need him there. He’s a personal 
friend. I know how he feels about you. 
And there’s no doubt that if you would 
elect and will join me in helping to elect 
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Gene Atkinson, you could not possibly 

have a better man in Washington. 
Perhaps you have been here almost 

long enough. Now I want you to leave 

here, go home, go to work for Gene. 
Thank you very much, 


NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 
4: 30 p.m. at Ciro’s Top of the Mall Restau- 
rant at the Beaver Valley Mall. 


Columbus, Ohio 


Remarks at Dedication Ceremonies for the 
Mount Vernon Plaza. September 23, 1978 


Senator Glenn, Senator Metzenbaum, my 
good friend Dick Celeste, Chairman Paul 
Tipps, Mayor Moody, my friend Les 
Brown, Jerry Hammond, Amos Lynch, 
Bill Potter, ladies and gentlemen, brothers 
and sisters: 

How many of you think we have a 
great country? [Applause] How many of 
you think we can make it even better? 
[Applause] 

I’m very proud to come here this after- 
noon to be with you, to talk for a few 
minutes about how you, yourselves, have 
helped to make the United States of 
America a better country. I spent 2 weeks 
at Camp David, and we made great 
progress forward toward world peace. 
But what you've done here is also a sym- 
bol of the greatness of our country. 

Mount Vernon Avenue, as you know, 
in years gone by, has been one of the 
worst places with the worst reputation, 
perhaps, in the Columbus area. It was a 
place where housing was not good. It was 
a place where sanitation was not good. 
It was a place where health conditions 
were not good. It was a place where 
crime was high. And then you, the people 
of this area, decided to do something 
about it. Now you’ve got an area that’s 
safe, healthy, clean, beautiful, and it’s 
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going to be even better in the future. 

There are areas where the Federal 
Government has come in, with a few real 
estate people, and have gotten together 
with the promoters, put in a housing proj- 
ect, put in a place for older people, with- 
out consulting the local people, and it 
just didn’t work. Near here you’ve got a 
few projects like that yourselves. Sawyer 
Towers, Sawyer Manor, and Trevitt 
Heights were originally planned to be 
places just as beautiful as this. But the oc- 
cupancy rate is down; vandalism is high. 
And we’ve got a long way to go to make 
those places as beautiful as this. 

Here you have made sure that the real 
estate promoters couldn’t rip off the poor. 
Here you have made sure that you may 
work among the Federal, State, and local 
governments, along with private develop- 
ers and yourselves. 

The slums are gone. The people that 
used to live here still live here. The ones 
who ran the businesses before are still op- 
erating businesses here. I’ve seen slum de- 
velopment projects come in where 2 or 
300 hundred families used to live, level 
them to the ground with bulldozers, and 
the poor people had to live and move 
somewhere else and then a few places for 
rich people sprang up to take their places. 

But here in Mount Vernon Plaza and 
the area around, you've got more houses 
now, more places for people to live here 
now than you did before this great proj- 
ect started. This is the kind of cooperation 
that makes our country great. 

One thing that I believe that you know 
is that we’ve got to have jobs for our peo- 
ple. When I came into office, we had 
about 10 million Americans who couldn’t 
get a full-time job. About 7 million Amer- 
icans didn’t have a job at all. The unem- 
ployment rate was up at 8 percent, and 
the Democratic Congress, many others, 
and I went to work. 
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We've had a net increase in the last 20 
months of 6 million new jobs in the 
United States. We’re finding more new 
jobs every day. We’re going to put the 
American people back to work, where you 
want to be. 

I’m also concerned about areas like 
the ones I mentioned earlier, the Sawyer 
Towers, Sawyer Manors, Trevitt Heights. 
And I can tell you today that we are giv- 
ing, through public housing, $4.3 million 
in loans, over $400,000 in grants, to make 
those places just as nice in the future as 
yours are here. 

I believe our country is rich enough. I 
believe our people are intelligent enough. 
I believe we’ve got enough team spirit in 
our country to give every family a decent 
place to live, a good education for the 
children, safe streets to walk on, a beauti- 
ful place to look at and, also, jobs for our 
people and a better life for all. That’s 
what I believe we can have. 

But I have to admit to you that the 
Federal Government can’t do it all. 
You’ve got to have good support at the 
local and State levels. And the main thing 
you've got to have is the people them- 
selves who live in a community say, “We 
want to make our own area a better place 
to live.” And once you have a little bit of 
beauty somewhere, that beauty can grow, 
because if one person sees a house in a 
block that’s clean and painted, with a 
few flowers in the front yard or on the 
windowsill, then the next house to it 
wants to do the same thing. And folks 
start picking up trash on the streets, peo- 
ple start being proud of what they’ve got, 
and the first thing you know, everybody 
is living in a community that hasn’t cost 
much, but is a much better place to live. 

I want to remind you that we do have 
a great country. It’s great because the 
people are great. We’re a country that’s 
strong, getting stronger. The Lord has 
blessed us in the United States of Amer- 
ica, and we need to take care of the bless- 
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ings that He’s given us. We’ve got good 
land to grow crops to sell all over the 
world. We've got factories, steel, coal, 
things to make things out of, to sell in the 
rest of the world. But the main thing 
we’ve got is people who love peace, people 
who are strong, people who control their 
own government, people who are com- 
mitted to freedom, people who are com- 
mitted to equality, people who believe we 
can be better even than we are now. And 
with that kind of team spirit, a President 
of the United States, the Senators who 
represent you in Washington, your Con- 
gressman, your mayor, and your other of- 
ficials can work together to realize those 
hopes and dreams that have always made 
our country what it is today—the greatest 
nation on Earth. 

Thank you very much. God bless every 
one of you. We’re in it together. 

Let me have your attention for a mo- 
ment. As President of the United States 
of America, proud of all of you, grateful 
for what you’ve done, I hereby dedicate 
the Mount Vernon Plaza for my credit, 
for your credit, and for a better life for 
all of you. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:50 p.m. In 
his opening remarks he referred to Dick Celeste, 
lieutenant governor and Democratic candidate 
for Governor of the State of Ohio, Paul Tipps, 
chairman of the Democratic Party in Ohio, 
Tom Moody, mayor, and Jerry Hammond, 
city councilman, of Columbus, Les Brown, Ohio 
State representative, Amos Lynch, editor of the 
Columbus Call and Post, and Bill Potter, exec- 


utive director of the Neighborhood Develop- 
ment Corporation of Columbus. 


Columbus, Ohio 


Remarks at an Ohio State Democratic Party 


Reception. September 23, 1978 

Senator Glenn, Senator Metzenbaum, 
Chairman Tipps, Chairman John White, 
Lieutenant Governor Dick Celeste, Con- 
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gressman Pease, Jim Bauman, Henry Eck- 
hard, State officials who have genuinely 
made not only Ohio but the entire Nation 
proud: 

I’m grateful to be here with you. We 
belong to the right party. Which party 
has given Ohio two of the greatest Sena- 
tors in Washington? The Democrats, 
right? [Applause] Which party has now a 
strong and growing majority in both 
houses of your State general assembly? 
[Applause] Democrats. 

Which party now holds two-thirds of 
the statewide offices and is reaching suc- 
cessfully for 100 percent? [Applause] 
Democrats. Which party recognizes that 
one of the most important challenges of 
this year is to have a man in whom we 
have utmost faith, who cares about the 
people of your State, who will occupy the 
statehouse as Governor of Ohio? The 
Democrats, right? [Applause] 

One thing that concerns me is which 
party is going to have a majority of Con- 
gressmen from Ohio for the first time in 
many years, maybe forever, who are Dem- 
ocrats? The Democratic Party, right? 
[Applause] 

We need to pick up the 12th District. 
And also, I'd like to ask you another ques- 
tion: Which party has finally got itself 
out of debt and tonight is raising $100,000 
to give to candidates to win the elections 
this fall? [Applause] The Ohio Democrats. 

One of the greatest things is, which 
party welcome a lonely peanut farmer, 
helped him get the nomination, and then 
2 years ago, in November, gave our party’s 
nominee a strong, solid majority in this 
State that put him over the top and let 
him become President of the United 
States? Again [applause]. 

The Ohio Democrats have made tre- 
mendous strides in the past few years. 
Paul Tipps’ leadership was an incremental 
part and an essential part of this progress. 
But he knows even better than I can say 


Sept. 23 


that one man can’t turn a State political 
organization around and achieve the tre- 
mendous victories that you’ve realized 
here in Ohio. 

The Democratic Party has a certain 
quiet strength that becomes aroused on 
occasion when the needs are most visible 
and most urgent. The Democratic Party 
quite often is divided within itself. And al- 
most invariably, that’s the cause for losses 
on election day. The Democratic Party, 
quite often in different places in our Na- 
tion, has not always been unified in its 
efforts because of a divisive nature of 
hard-fought, personal campaigns in the 
primary elections. 

You’ve now been able to overcome 
these handicaps of the past. But never in 
all the time of our party in the last 200 
years, when it was in its unrecognized and 
even embryonic state in the early years, 
have we lost a vision of the basic elements 
of what we stand for. 

The Democratic Party is not one that 
says no. We are a party that says yes. The 
Democratic Party is one that realizes it’s 
best to put our Nation’s investment in 
people. We’re not a party that reaches 
down to others and considers them less 
worthy than we. We are a party that 
reach out to others and say let me help 
you join the part of constructive society 
that’s been such a blessing to me. 

We're the party who believes that black 
and white people, those who speak good 
English, those who don’t speak good Eng- 
lish, those who live in the North and the 


South, those who are employed, those 


who are searching for jobs—all have an 
opportunity to work together for a better 
life for all. 

On occasion, we’ve not been successful 
in achieving these ideals and goals. But 
we've never lost the vision of what ought 
to be. 
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We've seen a great change in our coun- 
try in the last 20 months, where we’ve had 
an opportunity for a Democratic President 
in the White House, for the first time in 8 
years, to be able to work in harmony with 
a Democratic Congress. 

I campaigned for 2 years around our 
country, and I’ve never lived nor served 
in Washington before. But when I was 
finally inaugurated as President with your 
help, I knew, I think very clearly, what 
the American people wanted, what their 
needs were, what their frustrations were, 
what their doubts were, and what were 
their hopes and aspirations for the future. 

When I became President, we had 10 
million Americans who didn’t have a full- 
time job. We had about 7 million Ameri- 
cans who didn’t have a job at all. The un- 
employment rate had been rising for 8 
years, and it reached the highest level in a 
long time, 8 percent. We began to work 
together with the help of many of you, 
not just for government programs but to 
revive the strength of our free enterprise 
system in which we believe so deeply. 

We've had a net increase in the last 20 
months of 6 million jobs. And now the 
unemployment rate is below 6 percent, 
holding steady, going down. Many people 
who had been deprived of a chance for 
employment all their lives now have a 
chance. People who had given up hope 
and weren’t seeking jobs have now put 
their names on the unemployment roles, 
looking for a chance to live in dignity and 
self-respect for a change. 

In Ohio in the last 20 months, your un- 
employment rate has gone from 7.8 per- 
cent down to 5.2 percent, a 33-percent de- 
crease in unemployment in that short a 
period of time. 

And I believe there’s a new spirit in 
our country; that we have a conviction, 
exemplified by our party, that every 
American who wants to work can find 
work. And it’s revived the hope and the 


1622 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


aspirations and the confidence that people 
have in the future. Now we don’t look 
upon unemployment as the most burning 
issue in our country. But 2 years ago, 12 
months ago, it was. 

I found throughout the country, too, a 
concern about our Government itself. 
Many people had lost confidence in the 
United States Government because of the 
deep wounds inflicted on our country by 
the Vietnam war, the Watergate scandals, 
the CIA revelations. A lot of people had 
said, “I don’t want to have anything to 
do with politics. ve lost faith in the Gov- 
ernment in Washington. The people that 
I send to hold public office have betrayed 
my trust.” And there was a withdrawing 
from participation in shaping our future 
lives through our federal system of 
government. 

We’ve begun to turn that around. I 
think you all know that the Congress has 
acted effectively to give me a chance to 
reorganize the structure of Government, 
to make it more effective, more efficient, 
more open. We’ve begun to root out cor- 
ruption—it’s been there for decades, in 
the General Services Administration—to 
try to bring out among the employees who 
are very dedicated a commitment to im- 
prove their own lives, their own perform- 
ance. 

Civil service reform is going to pass 
very shortly to let those hundreds of thou- 
sands of people who've given their lives 
to public service on a professional career 
basis to be rewarded when they do good 
work, and those who don’t do good work 
will either be fired or moved or inspired 
to do better. 

We’ve got a chance now to let man- 
agers manage and to let the Government 
deliver better services in a more efficient 
way, to restore confidence there. The Con- 
gress is now on the verge of passing a com- 
prehensive ethics bill to apply the strictest 
possible standards to Members of the Con- 
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gress, themselves, to be sure there’s no 
taint of scandal that might be aroused in 
the future, as there has been in the past, 
with extraordinary unrevealed gifts, even 
from foreign governments. 

This is the kind of thing that’s now 
sweeping through our Federal Govern- 
ment in Washington in answer to the 
concerns and the hopes and expectations 
of people like you. 

We’ve had a chance to build up our 
Nation’s strength in other ways. We’re 
the strongest nation on Earth econom- 
ically; we’re the strongest nation on Earth 
politically; we’re the strongest nation on 
Earth militarily. But we had lost a way to 
benefit from that strength. We were con- 
demned by the vast majority of other na- 
tions on Earth. 

When I was Governor of Georgia, when 
I was a candidate for President, I used 
to flinch every year at this time when the 
United Nations General Assembly con- 
vened, because I knew that scores, more 
than a hundred other nations, would make 
us the butt of their jokes, the target of 
their attacks, condemning us in resolu- 
tion after resolution because we ourselves, 
as a government, had betrayed what our 
Nation formerly stood for. 

And now in the last 2 years, and as the 
General Assembly convenes next week, 
we've not seen a condemnation by the 
poor and the black and the brown and 
the yellow and the weak and the new na- 
tions of the world. We enjoy not only 
their respect, we enjoy their friendship 
and their support. It’s a brand new change 
in international affairs that brings us rich 
dividends. It hasn’t been easy to bring it 
about, but it’s been brought about because 
you have confidence in us and we try not 
to betray that confidence. 

Some of the things we’ve undertaken 
have been very difficult. They’ve cost us 
politically. For 14 years, under four dif- 
ferent Presidents, we had tried to ham- 
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mer out a reasonable solution to the Pan- 
ama Canal question. And most of my 
predecessors had been reluctant to bring 
it to a conclusion because I know that a 
year and a half ago, only 8 percent of the 
American people favored a treaty with 
Panama. And it was hard for us to see the 
condemnation that fell on our Nation 
because we were still looked upon by many 
as a colonial power who had imposed its 
will on a tiny nation and who felt that 
after Watergate, after Vietnam, we had 
to keep a demonstration of our power 
somewhat as a bully. 

But we worked out an equitable ar- 
rangement. And now we have a clean 
slate in Latin America, and people there 
are beginning to look on us not as a big 
brother handing out financial favors but 
as a partner for the future. 

And we've strengthened the principles 
of democracy. We’ve also restored enough 
strength within many of those weak coun- 
tries where communism can’t creep in and 
take over. And we’re seeing many coun- 
tries look to us now for guidance that 
didn’t before. They’re turning to us with 
open arms and an open heart. This is not 
a highly publicized evolutionary develop- 
ment, but it’s very significant in the fu- 
ture of our country because those people 
who live in our hemisphere are more im- 
portant to us than we are to them. 

And I think this is the kind of new 
image that our Nation has long deserved, 
but long lacked. We do have an invest- 
ment in our own hemisphere. But there 
are other aspects of our lives that have 
changed. We are no longer the best friend 
of every scurrilous, totalitarian govern- 
ment on Earth. We’re now understand- 
ing, as best we can, the motivations of 
people everywhere. 

We have raised again, once for the peo- 
ple of the world to see, a banner of basic 
human rights. And as long as you have 
let me be in the White House, and as long 
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as I stay in the White House, we will 
never abandon the hopes and dreams of 
people who want to emulate what we 
have in our country—basic freedoms, 
basic self-respect, individualism, based on 
the principles that have made our Nation 
great. We believe in human rights. We'll 
keep it that way. 


We’ve begun to take some bold steps 
toward peace in areas where peace has 
been lacking for many years, decades, 
generations, sometimes even centuries. 


We’ve tried to repair the relationships 
between ourselves and our former 
enemies, to ensure the safety of American 
people, to prevent wars that might start 
with two nations, spread to their neigh- 
bors, eventually to a region, and even- 
tually cause a confrontation, a nuclear 
confrontation between the superpowers. 

We’ve moved toward restoring the 
relationship between Turkey and Greece, 
between those nations in NATO, to solve 
the problems on Cyprus, return human 
rights to that troubled island. 


We’ve entered, for the first time, some- 
times with great political danger, an ef- 
fort to resolve the tortured problems of 
the continent of Africa. We've got 
friends there we didn’t have before. 

Secretary Kissinger, at the height of his 
popularity, was not permitted to cross 
the borders into Nigeria, the greatest 
black nation on Earth—strong militarily, 
strong politically, a great influence, a 
hundred million people. Now they are 
among our closest friends. They help us 
with major projects to try to bring peace 
to Africa. This is the kind of change 
that’s beginning to take place. 

We’re working hard to get a SALT 
agreement with the Soviet Union. I hope 
it won’t be long-coming in the future. 
We've strengthened NATO, repaired the 
damage that had been done between our- 
selves and Japan. 
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We've begun to work on the problems 
of the Middle East. I think the greatness 
of the leaders of Israel and Egypt has 
been exemplified in the last 2 weeks as 
they’ve taken a major step forward, and 
my prediction to you is that very shortly, 
after the Knesset votes, we will see a 
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt 
that I believe will last for generations in 
the future. 

Some of these things are highly pub- 
licized, some are not. But when you 
arouse the slumbering problems that have 
been covered up too long, they are bound 
to be controversial. 


I said last night in South Carolina that 
the Presidency is a lonely job. When 
things go wrong, the President gets too 
much blame. And when things go right, 
the President gets too much credit. It’s 
really an exemplification by the person 
in the White House of what you demand 
and what you expect and what you will 
support. 

I’m a farmer. And I observed with great 
concern during the campaign and shortly 
after I became President that we really 
had a 1930’s-type depression sweeping 
across the farm communities of our 
country. 

In 1977, October 1, we put into effect 
a new farm bill that the Members of Con- 
gress very wisely passed. We've seen a 
great restoration of the strength of farm 
families. Exports last year—highest on 
record in spite of very low unit prices— 
$24 billion. Exports this year will exceed 
that record. Net farm income this year 
will be the highest ever. It will be up $7 
billion or more above last year. And farm- 
ers are beginning now to see that the Gov- 
ernment is less and less involved in their 
own internal affairs. 

On-farm storage lets farmers derive 
benefits when prices go up, and the ma- 
nipulators on commodity exchanges and 
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the large grain elevators will make less of 
that profit. Stable prices will benefit con- 
sumers. So, agriculture is helping as well. 

We have, I think, accomplished a great 
deal. Many problems still face our coun- 
try. In spite of the utmost efforts by my- 
self and the Congress, we still don’t have 
a comprehensive energy policy for our 
country. In the last 6 years, oil imports 
have increased 800 percent. In 1962 we 
imported $4.7 billion worth of oil. This 
year we will import $45 billion worth of 
oil. 

Of all the oil used in our country now, 
about half of it is bought overseas. And 
when you take $45 billion of American 
money and send it overseas to pay for oil, 
you rob our country of that much to invest 
in new jobs. It creates inflation. It lowers 
the value of the dollar. It makes us un- 
necessarily dependent on uncertain for- 
eign oil supplies in a time of crisis or na- 
tional emergency. 

We're trying to correct that defect in 
our governmental structure. And I hope 
and pray that before the Congress ad- 
journs next month that they will have 
passed the major elements of a compre- 
hensive energy policy. 

This is the kind of difficult subject 
we've not been timid about facing. I 
think the Congress has met it well, and 
the people have supported us. 

I’ve tried to restore also—and this is the 
last thing I want to mention—our basic 
system of federalism. Our country was 
formed when 13 States allotted certain 
powers to the Federal Government. They 
retained the other powers for themselves. 
And then States formed cities, towns, 
counties, townships. But the hope of our 
Founding Fathers was that there would 
be kind of an equal partnership, a com- 
mon purpose, a team spirit of these dif- 
ferent levels of government, and that the 
strongest governments will be the closest 
ones to the people, and that government 
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would not intrude in the private affairs 
of individuals or our free enterprise sys- 
tem, unless it was necessary. 

The few years before I became Presi- 
dent, that structure had been, for all prac- 
tical purposes, destroyed. We’re trying to 
put it back together. We have some prob- 
lems in doing it in just a few States. One 
of those States is Ohio. And it hurts you. 
No one could doubt the good intentions of 
all of us who serve you in Washington. I 
remember who put me in office, and so do 
the people I’ve chosen to work on my ad- 
ministration team. 

I’m concerned, for instance, about the 
problems with Ohio coal. If the wrong 
decisions are made, it could cost you 
12,000 jobs in your coal production indus- 
try. We need to have the kind of harmony 
and cooperation and partnership between 
Washington and Columbus, Ohio, that 
can solve this problem together. But we 
don’t have it. 

Every State is given the responsibility to 
develop air quality standards compatible 
with the Federal laws passed by Congress 
that bind us all. Forty-nine States have 
Governors and administrations that have 
evolved acceptable air quality standards. 
One State has not, the State of Ohio. And 
this prevents our resolution of one of the 
most difficult questions that face all of you 
in the prosperity and well-being of the 
people who look to you and your elected 
officials for leadership. 

We’ve seen changes take place in some 
of our basic industries. Steel is one of 
them. As you well know, 2 years ago, be- 
fore I became President, the steel industry 
was sliding backward. Production had 
dropped off. Plant capacity was unused. 
Steelworkers were out of jobs. Foreign im- 
ports were flooding into our country. 
Dumping occurred. We’ve solved that 
problem to a major degree. Since May, 
we’ve had a trigger price mechanism de- 
signed very carefully in harmony with 
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the labor unions, representing steelwork- 
ers, and the steel executives as well. 

We've seen this problem turn around. 
We’ve had a net increase of 24,000 steel- 
workers in the last year. Domestic distri- 
bution of American steel has increased 5 
percent. Exports from Japan have ac- 
tually gone down in steel. Profits have 
gone up enormously. The second quarter 
profits in the stee! industry this year com- 
pared to last year are up 71 percent, which 
means that the industry is now strong 
enough to begin reinvesting those profits 
in modernization plans to provide jobs in 
the future for a basic industry that’s im- 
portant to us all. These are the kind of 
things that we are trying to do in the steel 
industry. 

In some areas we've had special prob- 
lems. One of my worst concerns is in 
Youngstown, Ohio, where we do have a 
serious problem. 

I can’t order the free enterprise system 
to accommodate change or to prevent 
change occurring. But we do need to have 
a partnership evolve between the local 
government, like in Youngstown, the 
State government in the Columbus state- 
house, and Washington, to make sure that 
the damage done to the people who live 
there is minimal. We do not have that 
kind of cooperation with the Ohio State 
government. We need people there who 
can work in harmony with us, to make 
sure that we do have changes made to cor- 
rect this deficiency. 

The last problem I'd like to point out to 
you is one that perhaps is of most interest 
to me, except maybe the military, where 
I had my professional career planned. 

When I first went home from the Navy, 
I was appointed to the Sumter County 
Library Board. Later, I became a member 
of the Sumter County Board of Educa- 
tion. I was dismayed at the low quality of 
our schools, and I ran for the Georgia 
senate because of my hopes that Georgia 
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could have a better system of education. 
When I got there, I had one request— 
that I be put on the education committee. 
And later, I became chairman of one 
of the most important committees in 
education. 

I ran for Governor on a platform of 
better education for Georgia children, and 
I was elected. And I would say that 25 
percent of my time as Governor was de- 
voted to improving the educational sys- 
tem in our State. 

You have a State that’s blessed with 
great material wealth, people who believe 
and always have believed in a better fu- 
ture than the past was. But in this State 
there is a very embarrassing situation that 
doesn’t occur anywhere else in our Nation, 
so far as I know. When children whom 
you love and whom I love don’t have a 
stable, adequately financed, open school 
system, to me that’s a devastating reflec- 
tion on the leadership in your State. And 
I hope that you can do something about 
that on November 7 and elect State offi- 
cials, particularly a Governor who cares 
about school children, as you and I care 
so deeply ourselves. 

Well, I’m thankful that you would let 
me come here today and tonight and talk 
about a few things that are on my mind. 
I feel that we’re part of a team. In the 
past, that was demonstrated to my bene- 
fit because I became President, elected to 
the highest office in our land. But my 
performance there is only as good as your 
support while I serve. 

There’s a good harmony that exists be- 
tween myself and those men and women 
on this stage. And I believe that together 
we can correct the problems that we still 
face, answer the difficult questions, and 
face the future with the confidence that 
our Nation’s strength deserves. 

I’m proud to be a Democrat. I’m proud 
to represent a party and a country that’s 
always maintained its ideals intact. 
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When I ran for President, a lot of peo- 
ple laughed at me. And still, jokes are 
made because I said that I want a gov- 
ernment as good as our people, and a lot 
of people said we wouldn’t have a very 
good government. That’s not true, be- 
cause among the American people there’s 
a basic honesty, a basic decency, a basic 
unselfishness that’s waiting to be tapped 
even more deeply. And I think that you 
and I, as Democrats, have a great deal 
to expect because we’ll have an even bet- 
ter future than we already have in the 
greatest nation on Earth. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:26 p.m. at the 
Aladdin Shrine Temple. In his opening re- 
marks he referred to Paul Tipps, chairman of 
the Democratic Party in Ohio, John C. White, 
chairman of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, Jim Bauman, Ohio State representative 
and Democratic candidate for the U.S. Con- 
gress, and Henry Eckhard, former chairman 
of the Public Utilities Commission in Ohio. 


World Bank Group and 
International Monetary Fund 


Remarks at the Opening Session of the Annual 
Meetings of the Boards of Governors. 
September 25, 1978 


Mr. Chairman, Managing Director de- 
Larosiere, President McNamara, Gov- 
ernors of the Fund and the Bank, and 
distinguished visitors: 

On behalf of the American people, I 
want to welcome you to Washington again 
for your 33d annual meeting. 

We meet as a group, dedicated to the 
cause of international cooperation. In the 
political field, you and I share the belief 
that cooperation among leaders can lead 
to peace. We've learned that lesson once 
again in the last few days. And I know 
that you will join me in saluting the states- 
manship and the courage of President 
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Anwar Sadat and Prime Minister Mena- 
hem Begin. 

Your tremendous influence as leaders 
in your own nations can contribute greatly 
to maintaining the momentum toward 
peace, both in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. In the economic 
field, also, cooperation brings large bene- 
fits to the people who look to us for 
leadership. 

Three decades of existence of the Fund 
and the Bank have brought progress and 
a better life for the people of the world. 
Like you, I want to build on that record 
to achieve still further economic coopera- 
tion, progress, and a better life. Since your 
meeting here last year, our countries act- 
ing together have made tangible progress 
on world economic problems. 

The issues that remain, as you and I 
well know, are very difficult. But they, like 
other difficult questions, are not insoluble. 

You assembled in this room are the eco- 
nomic leaders of the world. The task be- 
fore you is to consolidate past gains and 
then to push ahead in ways that will foster 
economic growth in both developing and 
the industrialized nations. 

Our goal is to achieve progress for 
all peoples, not just a few. The basic strat- 
egy has already been agreed. In Mexico 
City, at the IMF Interim Committee, 
agreement was reached on the general di- 
rections that economic policy should take. 

Progress on those agreements has been 
made. The outlook for improvement is 
good. We must not falter. A contribution 
to this strategy is needed from every coun- 
try represented here, no matter how great 
nor small, no matter how weak nor power- 
ful. 

In this effort, the United States has a 
major responsibility. Two months ago at 
Bonn, I made specific promises to our ma- 
jor trading partners about the actions that 
my country will take to this end. I pledged 
that the United States will fight inflation, 
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will reduce oil imports, will expand 
exports. 

Let there be no doubt in your mind 
about how seriously I take these pledges 
that have been made on my own word 
of honor and on behalf of the people of 
the United States. Taken together, they 
encompass the most urgent priorities of 
my own administration; my own reputa- 
tion is at stake as a leader. And they are 
commitments that I am most fully deter- 
mined to fulfill. 

I’ve come here today to underline that 
determination and to describe the next 
steps that we will take. 

I will soon announce the first phase of 
a long-term program to expand American 
exports. Removing disincentives to ex- 
ports and encouraging exports are over- 
riding tasks for my own administration. 
As you know, compared to many nations 
represented here, the export commitment 
has not been as great in our own country 
as it has perhaps among some of you. 

I’ve also intensified my efforts, which 
were already great, to obtain legislation 
that will curtail United States imports of 
oil, imports which are entirely too high. 

The United States Senate is scheduled 
to vote this week, day after tomorrow, on 
the key bill, natural gas regulation and 
pricing. This is one of the most compli- 
cated and difficult and challenging assign- 
ments that the United States Congress has 
ever faced. 

This particular bill is expected to save 
1.4 million barrels of imported oil per day 
by 1985. I am confident that the Senate 
and then the House of Representatives 
will do their duty to our Nation by ap- 
proving this bill. I hope to have other bills 
comprising a strong package of energy 
legislation enacted before the Congress 
adjourns, probably, hopefully, less than a 
month from now. 

This is essential, we know, to a sound 
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American dollar. I intend very shortly to 
announce a further series of important 
and specific and tough measures to 
strengthen our fight against inflation. 

These next steps will certainly not be 
the end of our effort, only the renewed be- 
ginning and commitment, part of a sus- 
tained effort to control these very serious 
problems for our own people in this coun- 
try, and our relationship with your coun- 
tries as well. 

Every nation represented in this room 
understands how difficult this struggle 
against inflation is and what sustained 
commitment it demands. My administra- 
tion will continue that struggle on a wide 
variety of fronts until we succeed. There 
will be obstacles and objections from spe- 
cial interest groups all along the way. But 
I will not shrink from the hard decisions 
and the persistent efforts that are needed. 

I’m determined to maintain a sound 
dollar. This is of primary importance to us, 
and I know it is of great interest and im- 
portance to you as well. We recognize that 
our currency plays an international role, 
and we accept the responsibilities which 
this involves. Our countries are acting to 
meet our responsibilities to the system, 
consistent with the directives set at the 
IMF meeting in Mexico and as was 
pledged again by seven of us national lead- 
ers at the Bonn summit. The United 
States will do the same. 

Through programs which I have just 
described, we will achieve the strong U.S. 
economy and noninflationary U.S. growth 
that must underlie a sound dollar and a 
stable international monetary system. 

The outlook for progress is good. Some 
of the causes of our large trade deficit 
have already been removed. Others are 
now being removed. Our current account 
position should improve significantly next 
year. The United States will remain an 
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open and vigorous economy, and an at- 
tractive place to invest. 


Other steps are also required to achieve 
the economic progress that we all seek. 
In these steps, the IMF and the World 
Bank have, of course, a vital role to play. 
These two institutions are the core and 
the symbol of the international economic 
order that was built after World War II. 
They’ve shown a high capacity to adapt 
to new and rapidly changing needs. 
Strengthening and enlarging them, both 
institutions, is a prime goal of United 
States policy. 

The United States is firmly commit- 
ted to a strong International Monetary 
Fund, exercising effective surveillance 
over the system and with adequate re- 
sources to meet official financing needs. 
The United States has supported and will 
continue to support an increase in IMF 
quotas and a new allocation of special 
drawing rights. 

I’m pleased that legislative considera- 
tion of U.S. participation in the supple- 
mentary financing facility is nearing com- 
pletion. I expect final action to be taken 
shortly. 

I might report to you that this year, the 
attitude of the United States Congress is 
better than it has been in my own memory 
toward supporting international financial 
institutions and toward foreign aid as 
well. 


I trust that our European friends will 
fashion the proposed European monetary 
arrangements which were discussed, at 
least superficially, at Bonn in a way that 
will also strengthen the international mon- 
etary system and that will facilitate 
growth and trade and investment and also, 
quite importantly, the continued central 
role of the IMF. 

Current European efforts to these ends 
are a logical step toward the greater Euro- 
pean integration which the United States 
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has long supported. We also support pro- 
posals to enlarge the resources of the 
World Bank and its soft loan affiliate, 
the International Development Associa- 
tion, as we pledged at the Bonn summit. 

Again, the Congress has met our ex- 
pectations. Expanded help to developing 
countries contributes, we know, to the 
healthy world economy and to world 
peace. Last week, the United States Sen- 
ate, as the House of Representatives had 
already done, met our Nation’s obliga- 
tions for both multilateral and bilateral 
aid beyond, I must admit, my own ex- 
pectations. 

I will seek next year to continue this 
commitment as part of a growing interna- 
tional effort to eliminate the worst aspects 
of human poverty. The United States 
Governor for the Fund and the Bank, 
Secretary of Treasury Mike Blumenthal, 
will outline our policies in more detail 
and our prospects for achievement in more 
detail when he addresses your session 
tomorrow. 

You are gathered in Washington to ad- 
dress formidable challenges in both mon- 
etary and development fields. The future 
of all peoples in both developing and de- 
veloped countries depends upon the out- 
come of your deliberations and subsequent 
action. I reiterate by Nation’s commit- 
ment to the common effort that is re- 
quired. I am confident that this joint ef- 
fort will succeed. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in 
the Sheraton Hall at the Sheraton-Park Hotel 
to representatives of the International Mone- 
tary Fund, the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development (World Bank), the 
International Development Association, and 
the International Finance Corporation. 

In his opening remarks, the President re- 
ferred to Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, Chairman 
of the Boards of Governors of the IBRD and 
IMF, Jacques deLarosiere, Managing Director 
of the IMF, and Robert S. McNamara, Presi- 
dent of the IBRD. 
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United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization 


Nomination of U.S. Representatives and 
Alternate Representatives to the 20th Session 
of the General Conference. 


September 26, 1978 


The President today announced the 
persons whom he will nominate to be 
Representatives and Alternate Represent- 
atives of the United States to the 20th 
session of the General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
to be held in Paris, from October 24 to 
November 28. They are: 


Representatives 


Joun E. Retnuarot, Director of the U.S. In- 
ternational Communication Agency; 

EsTEBAN Torres, U.S. Permanent Represent- 
ative to UNESCO; 

Have CuHampion, Under Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare; 

SarAH G. Power, chairwoman of the U.S. 
National Commission for UNESCO, and re- 
gent of the University of Michigan; 

WiLLt1Am ATTWoop, president and publisher 
of Newsday, Inc. 


Alternate Representatives 


MaTHILDE Krim, associate member of the 
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Re- 
search ; 

Joserpu D. Durrey, Chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities; 

ArTHUR K. SoLomon, professor of biophysics 
at Harvard Medical School; 

Leta Fraser, chief administrator to the mayor 
of Milwaukee; 

Maurice A. Ferre, mayor of Miami. 


United States Export Policy 


Remarks Announcing Administration 
Proposals. September 26, 1978 


One of the problems that our Nation 
has faced for several years, but with grow- 
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ing concern recently, has been the very 
high negative trade balance. We have im- 
ported a great deal more than we have 
exported. 


There are obviously several reasons for 
this. One is the extraordinary increase in 
the imports of oil which, as you know, 
have increased 800 percent in the last 6 
years, so that we now import about half 
our total oil. This has created inflationary 
pressures. It has caused some doubt about 
our Nation’s leadership, and we have been 
considering for a number of months what 
we might do about this problem. 


I know the obvious cause for high trade 
imbalance is not exporting enough of the 
products that we ourselves can produce. 
Secretary Juanita Kreps, Secretary of 
Commerce, has been working with a task 
force recently in trying to resolve this par- 
ticular aspect of our problem. 


Obviously, exported goods create much 
needed jobs for Americans, and it cor- 
rects the defects that I’ve just described 
to you. 

We’ve never been a nation that em- 
phasized exports enough, because we’ve 
been so highly blessed with natural re- 
sources, approaching a degree almost of 
self-sufficiency. 


We’ve never depended upon exports as 
have other nations who trade with us like 
Japan, Germany, and others. But there’s a 
growing consciousness in our country now 
that we would like to accelerate, that ex- 
port commitments should be a part of 
every producer in our country, both large, 
medium-sized, and small. 


Many people don’t know how to ex- 
port. They don’t know how to package 
goods for sales overseas, how to get their 
products to a transportation center, how 
to deliver and handle the paperwork, how 
to locate foreign buyers. These are the 
kinds of educational processes that we 
hope to explore, also. 
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Lately we’ve seen a slowing down in 
research and development commitment in 
our country, as well, and we hope to ex- 
pedite a recommitment to planning for 
the future, so that we can be technolog- 
ically compatible and competitive with 
our foreign trading partners. 

We also, of course, want to remove 
trade barriers that have been created by 
congressional action and by administra- 
tive action which prevent exports from 
going overseas, and we are negotiating 
with our foreign trade partners to elimi- 
nate trade barriers that prevent our own 
products from entering their countries. 
In doing this, we must be careful not to 
lower our standards for environmental 
quality or the safety or health of Amer- 
ican workers, or our commitment to prin- 
ciples of human rights and others on 
which our Nation has been founded and 
exists. 

Secretary of Commerce Juanita Kreps 
will now give you some specific proposals 
that have been evolved by her own de- 
partment, by Members of Congress, by 
other members of the Cabinet, and by the 
business and labor leaders of our country. 


Secretary Kreps. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. to 
reporters assembled in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. Following his remarks, Sec- 
retary Kreps held a news conference on the 
proposals. 


United States Export Policy 


Statement by the President. 
September 26, 1978 


It is important for this Nation’s eco- 
nomic vitality that both the private sector 
and the Federal Government place a 
higher priority on exports. I am today an- 
nouncing a series of measures that evi- 
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dences my administration’s strong com- 
mitment to do so. 

The large trade deficits the United 
States has experienced in recent years 
have weakened the value of the dollar, 
intensified inflationary pressures in our 
own economy, and heightened instability 
in the world economy. These trade def- 
icits have been caused by a number of 
factors. A major cause has been our ex- 
cessive reliance on imported oil. We can 
reduce that reliance through the passage 
of sound energy legislation this year. An- 
other factor is that the United States econ- 
omy has been growing at a stronger pace 
in recent years than the economies of our 
major trading partners. That has enabled 
us to purchase relatively more foreign 
goods while our trading partners have not 
been able to buy as much of our exports. 
We will begin to correct this imbalance 
as our trading partners meet the commit- 
ments to economic expansion they made 
at the Bonn summit. 

The relatively slow growth of Amer- 
ican exports has also been an important 
factor in our trade deficit problem. Over 
the past 20 years, our exports have grown 
at only half the rate of other industrial 
nations, and the United States has been 
losing its share of world markets. Until 
now, both business and Government have 
accorded exports a relatively low prior- 
ity. These priorities must be changed. 

The measures I am announcing today 
consist of actions this administration has 
taken and will take to: 

(1) provide increased direct assistance 

to United States exporters; 

(2) reduce domestic barriers to ex- 

ports; and 

(3) reduce foreign barriers to our ex- 

ports and secure a fairer interna- 
tional trading system for all ex- 
porters. 

These actions are in furtherance of the 
commitment I made at the Bonn summit 
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to an improved United States export per- 
formance. 


DIRECT ASSISTANCE TO UNITED STATES 
EXPORTERS 


1. Export-Import Bank. I have con- 
sistently supported a more effective and 
aggressive Export-Import Bank. During 
the past 2 years, my administration has in- 
creased Eximbank’s loan authorization 
fivefold—from $700 million in FY 1977 to 
$3.6 billion for FY 1979. I intend to ask 
Congress for an additional $500 million in 
FY 1980, bringing Eximbank’s total loan 
authorization to $4.1 billion. These au- 
thorizations will provide the Bank with 
the funds necessary to improve its com- 
petitiveness, in a manner consistent with 
our international obligations, through in- 
creased flexibility in the areas of interest 
rates, length of loans, and the percentage 
of a transaction it can finance. The Bank 
is also moving to simplify its fee schedules 
and to make its programs more accessible 
to smaller exporters and to agricultural 
exporters. 

2. SBA Loans to Small Exporters. 
The Small Business Administration will 
channel up to $100 million of its current 
authorization for loan guarantees to small 
business exporters to provide seed money 
for their entry into foreign markets. Small 
exporting firms meeting SBA’s qualifica- 
tions will be eligible for loan guarantees 
totaling up to $500,000 to meet needs for 
expanded production capacity and to ease 
cash flow problems involving overseas 
sales or initial marketing expenses. 

3. Export Development Programs. I 
am directing the Office of Management 
and Budget to allocate an additional $20 
million in annual resources for export de- 
velopment programs of the Departments 
of Commerce and State to assist United 
States firms, particularly small and 
medium-sized businesses, in marketing 


abroad through: 
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—a computerized information system 
to provide exporters with prompt access 
to international marketing opportunities 
abroad and to expose American products 
to foreign buyers; 

—risk sharing programs to help associ- 
ations and small companies meet initial 
export marketing costs ; and 

—targeted assistance to firms and in- 
dustries with high export potential and 
intensified short-term export campaigns 
in promising markets. 

4. Agricultural Exports. Agricultural 
exports are a vital component of the U.S. 
trade balance. Over the past 10 years, the 
volume of U.S. farm exports has doubled 
and the dollar value has nearly quadru- 
pled. Trade in agricultural products will 
contribute a net surplus of almost $13 bil- 
lion in fiscal year 1978. This strong per- 
formance is due in part to this administra- 
tion’s multifaceted agricultural export 
policy, which will be strengthened and 
which includes: 

—An increase of almost $1 billion (up 
from $750 million in FY 1977 to $1.7 bil- 
lion in FY 1978) in the level of short-term 
export credits. 

—An increase of almost 20 percent in 
the level of funding support for a highly 
successful program of cooperation with 
over 60 agricultural commodity associa- 
tions in market development. 

—Efforts in the Multilateral Trade Ne- 
gotiations to link the treatment of agricul- 
tural and nonagricultural products. 

—Opening trade offices in key import- 
ing nations in order to facilitate the de- 
velopment of these markets. 

—Aggressive pursuit of an interna- 
tional wheat agreement, to ensure our 
producers a fair share of the expanding 
world market. 

—Support of legislation to provide in- 
termediate export credit for selective agri- 
cultural exports. 
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5. Tax Measures. I am hopeful that 
Congress will work with the administra- 
tion to promptly resolve the tax problems 
of Americans employed abroad, many of 
whom are directly involved in export ef- 
forts. Last February, I proposed tax re- 
lief for these citizens amounting to about 
$250 million a year. I think this proposal, 
which Congress has not approved, deals 
fairly and, during a time of great budget 
stringency, responsibly with this problem. 
I remain ready to work with the Congress 
to resolve this issue, but I cannot support 
proposals which run contrary to our 
strong concerns for budget prudence and 
tax equity. 

My administration’s concern for ex- 
ports is matched by our obligation to en- 
sure that government-sponsored export 
incentives constitute an efficient use of the 
taxpayers’ money. The DISC tax provi- 
sion simply does not meet that basic test. 
It is a costly (over $1 billion a year) and 
inefficient incentive for exports. I con- 
tinue to urge Congress to phase DISC out 
or at least make it simpler, less costly, and 
more effective than it is now, and my ad- 
ministration stands ready to work with 
Congress toward that goal. 


REDUCTION OF DOMESTIC BARRIERS TO 
EXPORTS 


Direct financial and technical assist- 
ance to United States firms should en- 
courage them to take advantage of the in- 
creasing competitiveness of our goods in 
international markets. Equally important 
will be the reduction of Government- 
imposed disincentives and barriers which 
unnecessarily inhibit our firms from sell- 
ing abroad. We can and will continue to 
administer the laws and policies affecting 
the international business community 
firmly and fairly, but we can also dis- 
charge that responsibility with a greater 
sensitivity to the importance of exports 
than has been the case in the past. 
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1. Export Consequences of Regula- 
tions. I am directing the heads of all ex- 
ecutive departments and agencies to take 
into account and weigh as a factor, the 
possible adverse effects on our trade bal- 
ance of their major administrative and 
regulatory actions that have significant 
export consequences. They will report 
back on their progress in identifying and 
reducing such negative export effects 
where possible, consistent with other legal 
and policy obligations. I will make a sim- 
ilar request of the independent regulatory 
agencies. In addition, the Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisers will consider export con- 
sequences as part of the administration’s 
Regulatory Analysis Program. 

There may be areas, such as the export 
of products which pose serious health and 
safety risks, where new regulations are 
warranted. But through the steps outlined 
above, I intend to inject a greater aware- 
ness throughout the Government of the 
effects on exports of administrative and 
regulatory actions. 

2. Export Controls for Foreign Policy 
Purposes. I am directing the Departments 
of Commerce, State, Defense, and Agri- 
culture to take export consequences fully 
into account when considering the use of 
export controls for foreign policy pur- 
poses. Weight will be given to whether 
the goods in question are also available 
from countries other than the United 
States. 

3. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. At 
my direction, the Justice Department will 
provide guidance to the business commu- 
nity concerning its enforcement priorities 
under the recently enacted foreign anti- 
bribery statute. This statute should not be 
viewed as an impediment to the conduct 
of legitimate business activities abroad. 
I am hopeful that American business will 
not forgo legitimate export opportunities 
because of uncertainty about the applica- 
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tion of this statute. The guidance pro- 
vided by the Justice Department should 
be helpful in that regard. 

4. Antitrust Laws. There are in- 
stances in which joint ventures and other 
kinds of cooperative arrangements be- 
tween American firms are necessary or 
desirable to improve our export perform- 
ance. The Justice Department has ad- 
vised that most such foreign joint ven- 
tures would not violate our antitrust laws, 
and in many instances would actually 
strengthen competition. This is especially 
true for one-time joint ventures created 
to participate in a single activity, such as 
a large construction project. In fact, no 
such joint conduct has been challenged 
under the antitrust laws in over 20 years. 

Nevertheless, many businessmen ap- 
parently are uncertain on this point, and 
this uncertainty can be a disincentive to 
exports. I have, therefore, instructed the 
Justice Department, in conjunction with 
the Commerce Department, to clarify and 
explain the scope of the antitrust laws in 
this area, with special emphasis on the 
kinds of joint ventures that are unlikely 
to raise antitrust problems. 

I have also instructed the Justice De- 
partment to give expedited treatment to 
requests by business firms for guidance on 
international antitrust issues under the 
Department’s Business Review Program. 
Finally, I will appoint a business advisory 
panel to work with the National Com- 
mission for the Review of the Antitrust 
Laws. 

5. Environmental Reviews. For a 
number of years the export community 
has faced the uncertainty of whether the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) requires environmental impact 
statements for Federal export licenses, 
permits, and approvals. 

I will shortly sign an Executive order 
which should assist U.S. exports by elim- 
inating the present uncertainties concern- 
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ing the type of environmental reviews 
that will be applicable and the Federal 
actions relating to exports that will be 
affected. The order will make the fol- 
lowing export-related clarifications: 

—Environmental impact statements 
will not be required for Federal export 
licenses, permits, approvals, and other 
export-related actions that have poten- 
tial environmental effects in foreign 
countries. 

—Export licenses issued by the Depart- 
ments of Commerce and Treasury will be 
exempt from any environmental reviews 
required by the Executive order. 

—Abbreviated environmental reviews 
will be required only with respect to (1) 
nuclear reactors, (2) financing of prod- 
ucts and facilities whose toxic effects 
create serious public health risks, and (3) 
certain Federal actions having a signifi- 
cant adverse effect on the environment of 
nonparticipating third countries or nat- 
ural resources of global importance. 

Accordingly, this order will establish 
environmental requirements for only a 
minor fraction (well below 5 percent) of 
the dollar volume of United States ex- 
ports. At the same time, it will provide 
procedures to define and focus on those ex- 
ports which should receive special scrutiny 
because of their major environmental im- 
pacts abroad. This Executive order will 
fairly balance our concern for the environ- 
ment with our interest in promoting ex- 
ports. 


REDUCTION IN FOREIGN TRADE BARRIERS 
AND SUBSIDIES 


We are also taking important interna- 
tional initiatives to improve U.S. export 
performance. Trade restrictions imposed 
by other countries inhibit our ability to ex- 
port. Tariff and especially non-tariff bar- 
riers restrict our ability to develop new 
foreign markets and expand existing ones. 
We are now working to eliminate or re- 
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duce these barriers through the Multi- 
lateral Trade Negotiations in Geneva. 

United States export performance is 
also adversely affected by the excessive 
financial credits and subsidies which some 
of our trading partners offer to their own 
exporters. One of our major objectives 
in the MTN is to negotiate an interna- 
tional code restricting the use of govern- 
ment subsidies for exports. In addition, 
I am directing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to undertake immediate consulations 
with our trading partners to expand the 
scope and tighten the terms of the exist- 
ing International Arrangement on Export 
Credits. 

I hope that our major trading partners 
will see the importance of reaching more 
widespread agreements on the use of ex- 
port finance, to avoid a costly competition 
which is economically unsound and ulti- 
mately self-defeating for all of us. These 
international agreements are essential to 
assure that American exporters do not 
face unfair competition, and this admin- 
istration intends to work vigorously to 
secure them. 


CONCLUSION 


While these initiatives will assist private 
business in increasing exports, our export 
problem has been building for many years, 
and we cannot expect dramatic improve- 
ment overnight. Increasing our exports 
will take time and require a sustained ef- 
fort. Announcement of my administra- 
tion’s export policy is not the end of our 
task, but rather the beginning. To ensure 
that this issue continues to receive priority 
attention, I am asking Secretary Kreps, 
in coordination with officials from other 
concerned Government agencies, to direct 
the continuation of efforts to improve our 
export potential and performance. 

I will shortly sign an Executive order to 
reconstitute a more broadly based Presi- 
dent’s Export Council to bring a continu- 


Sept. 26 


ous flow of fresh ideas into our Govern- 
ment policymaking process. I expect this 
Council to report to me annually through 
the Secretary of Commerce. 

Increasing U.S. exports is a major chal- 
lenge—for business, for labor, and for 
Government. Better export performance 
by the United States would spur growth 
in the economy. It would create jobs. It 
would strengthen the dollar and fight 
inflation. 

There are no short-term, easy solutions. 
But the actions I am announcing today 
reflect my administration’s determination 
to give the United States trade deficit the 
high-level, sustained attention it deserves. 
They are the first step in a long-term ef- 
fort to strengthen this Nation’s export 
position in world trade. 


Employment Tax Credit 
Legislation 


Statement on Action by the Senate Finance 
Committee. September 26, 1978 


It is with great satisfaction that I note 
the approval today by the Senate Finance 
Committee of the administration’s pro- 
posed legislation to provide substantial tax 
credits to employers willing to hire disad- 
vantaged young workers, 18 to 24 years 
of age. 

Continued, unacceptably high levels of 
unemployment for young and disadvan- 
taged Americans, especially black and 
Hispanic young people, require vigorous 
national action. This tax credit, intro- 
duced as part of my urban policy legisla- 
tion in March, would enlist the private 
business sector as an effective partner with 
government to help us move toward a 
solution of one of our most serious 
problems. 





Sept. 26 


International Security Assistance 
Act of 1978 


Statement on Signing S. 3075 Into Law. 
September 26, 1978 


I am pleased to be able to take the ac- 
tion authorized by the International Se- 
curity Assistance Act to fully terminate 
the force and effect of the embargo on 
arms transfers to Turkey. 

The Nation is well served by the pru- 
dent decision of Congress which makes 
this action possible. With the removal of 
these restrictions, the United States will 
be better able to accomplish its goals in 
the vital Eastern Mediterranean region: 
to improve our bilateral relationships 
with Greece, Turkey, and Cyprus; to 
strengthen NATO’s southern flank; and 
to help promote a just and lasting settle- 
ment of the Cyprus problem. In this effort 
to encourage the restoration of a stable 
and peaceful atmosphere in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, we will be fully guided 
by the principles set forth in the act. 

This action will enable us to resume 
full military cooperation with Turkey and 
begin a new chapter in our relationship 
with Turkey. This relationship is im- 
portant not only because of our mutual 
security concerns but also because of our 
shared commitment to democracy. 


NOTE: As enacted, S. 3075 is Public Law 
95-384, approved September 26. 


United States-Turkish 
Military Cooperation 


Memoradum From the President. 
September 26, 1978 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination and Certification 
Under the International Security Assist- 
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ance Act of 1978 Regarding Resumption 
of Full Military Cooperation With Turkey 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me 
by Section 13(a) of the International 
Security Assistance Act of 1978, I hereby 
determine and certify: 

(1) that the resumption of full military 
cooperation with Turkey is in the national 
interest of the United States and in the 
interest of the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization; and 

(2) that the Government of Turkey is 
acting in good faith to achieve a just and 
peaceful settlement of the Cyprus prob- 
lem, the early peaceable return of refugees 
to their homes and properties, and con- 
tinued removal of Turkish military troops 
from Cyprus in the context of a solution 
to the Cyprus problem, and the early 
serious resumption of inter-communal 
talks aimed at a just, negotiated settle- 
ment. 

You are requested on my behalf to re- 
port this determination and certification 
to the Congress. 

This determination and certification 
shall be published in the FEDERAL 


REGISTER. 
Jummy CarTER 


National Farm-City Week, 1978 


Proclamation 4602. September 27, 1978 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 
The interdependence of farms and 
cities is one of the basic strengths of the 
Nation. 
Farm people and city people have long 
been partners in economic and social 











progress. Their partnership in the use of 
land, labor and capital is essential if this 
country is to have a continuing and ade- 
quate supply of safe, wholesome food and 
an abundance of goods and services and 
reasonable prices. 

To achieve a better mutual understand- 
ing of the interdependence that farm and 
city people bring to one another, and for 
the strength, well-being and benefit of all 
Americans, our Nation has traditionally 
set aside one week in November as Farm- 
City Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby designate the period No- 
vember 17 through November 23, 1978, 
as National Farm-City Week. 

In Witness WuerEoF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twenty-seventh day 
of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and third. 


Jmmmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:22 a.m., September 27, 1978] 


Energy Coordinating Committee 
Executive Order 12083. September 27, 1978 


By the authority vested in me as Pres- 
ident by the Constitution of the United 
States of America, and in order to provide 
for the coordination of Federal energy 
policies, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
1-1. Establishment of the Committee. 

1-101. There is established an Energy 
Coordinating Committee, hereinafter re- 


ferred to as the Committee. 
1-102. The Committee shall be com- 


posed of the following, and such other 
members as the President may, from time 
to time, designate. 
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(a) The Secretary of Energy, who shall 
be the Chairman. 

(b) The Secretary of State. 

(c) The Secretary of the Treasury. 

(d) The Secretary of Defense. 

(e) The Attorney General. 

(f) The Secretary of the Interior. 

(g) The Secretary of Agriculture. 

(h) The Secretary of Commerce. 

(i) The Secretary of Labor. 

(j) The Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare. 

(k) The Secretary of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development. 

(1) The Secretary of Transportation. 

(m) The Special Representative for 
Trade Negotiations. 

(n) The Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

(o) The Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers. 

(p) The Chairman of the Council on 
Environmental Quality. 

(q) The Administrator of the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency. 

(r) The Director of the Office of Sci- 
ence and Technology Policy. 

(s) The Administrator of General 
Services. 

(t) The Director of the National Sci- 
ence Foundation. 

(u) The Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs. 

(v) The Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs and Policy. 

(w) The Chairman of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, who is invited 
to be a member. 


1-2. Functions of the Committee. 


1-201. The Committee shall ensure 
that there is communication and co- 
ordination among Executive agencies 
concerning energy policy and the man- 
agement of energy resources. 

1-202. The Committee shall, from time 
to time, develop and consider recommen- 
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dations for improvements in the imple- 
menation of Federal energy policies or 
the management of energy resources that 
involve two or more Executive agencies. 

1-203. The functions of the Committee 
shall neither substitute for nor replace Ex- 
ecutive Office of the President clearance, 
review, and decision-making procedures. 
Those procedures shall also be used for 
submitting to the President any of the 
conclusions or recommendations devel- 
oped through the Committee’s energy co- 
ordinating functions. 

1-204. The Committee shall meet at 
the call of the Chairman. 


1-3. 


1-301. During periods when the Com- 
mittee is not meeting, the functions of the 
Committee are delegated to an Executive 
Council. Meetings may be called by any 
regular member of the Council. 

1-302. The Executive Council shall be 
composed of the following, and such 
others as may be appropriate due to the 
specific matters to be considered. 

(a) The Chairman of the Committee, 
who shall be Chairman of the Executive 
Council. 

(b) The Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. 


Executive Council. 


(c) The Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers. 

(d) The Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs. 

(e) The Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs and Policy. 


1-4. Revocation of a Prior Order. Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 11814, as amended, 
which provided for an Energy Resources 
Council, is revoked. 
Jimmy Carter 
The White House, 
September 27, 1978. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:36 p.m., September 27, 1978] 
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Judicial Nominating Commission 
for the District of Puerto Rico 
Executive Order 12084. September 27, 1978 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of 
the United States of America, and in 
order to create in accord with the Fed- 
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. 
App. I) an advisory committee on judi- 
cial nominations for the District of Puerto 
Rico, it is hereby ordered as follows: 


1-1. Establishment of the Commission. 
1-101. There is established the Judi- 


cial Nominating Commission for the Dis- 
trict of Puerto Rico. 

1-102. The Commission shall have 
seven members appointed by the Presi- 
dent. The President shall designate a 
Chairman from among the members. 


1-2. Functions of the Commission. 


1-201. The Commission shall begin 


functioning when the President or his 
designee notifies the Chairman that the 
President desires the Commission’s as- 
sistance in identifying persons qualified to 
fill a vacancy on the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Puerto Rico. 


1-202. Upon receiving such notifica- 
tion, the Commission shall: 

(a) give public notice of the vacancy, 
inviting suggestions as to potential nom- 
inees ; 

(b) conduct inquiries to 
potential nominees; 

(c) conduct inquiries to identify, 
among the potential nominees, persons 
who are well qualified to serve as a United 
States District Judge; and 

(d) report to the President, within the 
time specified in the notification, the re- 
sults of its activities, including a list of the 
persons whom the Commission considers 
to be best qualified to fill the vacancy. 


identify 
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1-203. In evaluating potential nomi- 
nees, the Commission shall use standards 
provided by the Attorney General. 


1-3. Administrative Provisions. 


1-301. Members of the Commission 
shall serve without compensation. While 
engaged in the work of the Commission, 
members may receive travel expenses, in- 
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, as 
authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5702 and 
5703). 

1-302. The Attorney General shall furn- 
ish to the Commission necessary adminis- 
trative support. 

1-303. All necessary expenses incur- 
red in connection with the work of the 
Commission, to the extent permitted by 
law, shall be paid from funds available 
to the Attorney General. 


1-4. General Provisions. 


1-401. A person who is a member of 
the Commission shall not, during the pe- 
riod of membership and for one year after 
that period, be considered by the Commis- 
sion as a potential nominee. 

1-402. Notwithstanding the provisions 
of any other Executive order, the func- 
tions of the President under the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App. 
I), except that of reporting annually to 
the Congress, which are applicable to 
the Commission, shall be performed by 
the Attorney General in accordance with 
the guidelines and procedures established 
by the Administrator of General Services. 

1-403. The Commission shall termi- 
nate on December 31, 1978, unless sooner 
extended by the President. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
September 27, 1978. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
2:37 p.m., September 27, 1978] 


Sept. 27 


National Science and Technology 
Policy, Organization, and 
Priorities Act of 1976 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report. September 27, 1978 


To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to submit to the Congress 
the first annual report on science and 
technology as required by the National 
Science and Technology Policy, Orga- 
nization, and Priorities Act of 1976. 

Science and technology contribute in 
significant ways to many of our social 
needs—maintaining economic growth and 
productivity, feeding the world’s people, 
improving our health and environment, 
and preserving our national security. They 
also reveal the basic structure of nature. 
Moreover, our science and technology 
draw the respect and admiration of na- 
tions throughout the world. 

I believe this report, and its successors, 
can play an important role in providing a 
foundation for informed debate on scien- 
tific and technological issues, and thereby 
can help assure that our scientific and 
technological capabilities remain strong. 


Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
September 27, 1978. 
NOTE: The 122-page report is entitled “Science 
and Technology: Annual Report to the Con- 


gress, August 1978—National Science Founda- 
tion.” 


California Debris Commission 


Nomination of Col. John M. Adsit To Be a 
Member. September 27, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Col. John M. Adsit, Corps 
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of Engineers, to be a member of the Cali- 
fornia Debris Commission. 


Adsit, 45, has been in the Army since 
1956. He has been district engineer for 
the San Francisco District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, since 1977. 


International Women’s 
Year, 1975 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report. September 27, 1978 


To the Congress of the United States: 


By mandating International Women’s 
Year, Congress set in motion a series of 
fifty-two regional meetings that brought 
together women of all races, incomes, 
ethnic backgrounds and religious beliefs 
to consider the major issues confronting 
women. The culmination of International 
Women’s Year was the National Women’s 
Conference held in Houston on Novem- 
ber, 1977. That conference was a turning 
point in American Women’s long struggle 
for equality. In Houston, delegates elected 
at the regional meetings developed the 
National Plan of Action—a national 
agenda to achieve women’s [ull rights and 
equality. 

In response to the Plan’s recommenda- 
tions, the Administration has reviewed 
our programs designed to improve the 
opportunities for women. This Message 
summarizes the results of that review and 
forwards to the Congress the more de- 
tailed status report on Administration ac- 
tion on the IWY resolutions. 

A keystone toward achieving equality 
for women would be the addition of the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Consti- 
tution. By passing this Amendment, the 
Congress recognized the need to provide 
Constitutional guarantees against discrim- 
ination on the basis of sex. More than any 
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other single act, ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment will affirm the right 
of women to participate fully in American 
life. To ensure that women do not lose the 
opportunity to secure that precious right, 
the deadline for ratification should be 
extended. 

Because I feel very strongly about 
women’s equality, I sent a Memorandum 
last month to the heads of all departments 
and agencies. In that Memorandum, I di- 
rected the head of each department and 
agency (1) to emphasize the Administra- 
tion’s commitment to the Equal Rights 
Amendment; (2) to review the Federal 
Women’s Program in their agency or de- 
partment to determine how it can be 
strengthened; (3) to designate a policy- 
level representative from their agency or 
department to serve on the Interdepart- 
mental Task Force on Women; and (4) 
to provide adequate staff for that repre- 
sentative. 

However, we must not stop here. We 
must make every effort to help women 
assume their rightful place in every part 
of American life. This is in the national 
interest, for we cannot meet the important 
challenges of the coming decades without 
full participation of all our citizens, in- 
cluding women. 

As President, I have acted upon my 
firm commitment to equity for women in 
my appointments, programs, and policies. 
I believe that the Federal government 
should serve as a model of nondiscrimi- 
nation, and I shall continue to take steps 
toward that goal. In my Administration, 
women are serving in the Cabinet and 
at all levels of government. Still, much 
more remains to be done. That is why I 
have set in motion the Interdepartmen- 
tal Task Force on Women, National Ad- 
visory Committee for Women, other key 
task forces, and departmental studies to 
recommend additional action. 
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My Administration is dedicated to 
eliminating discrimination against wom- 
en. Among the crucial issues which de- 
mand our attention: 

¢ Passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment and the Resolution for Extending 
the Deadline for Ratification; 

¢ Passage of pending legislation which 
improves the status of women as recom- 
mended in this report; 

¢ Enforcement of all civil rights laws, 
particularly Title [IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, which prohibits sex 
discrimination in Federally-financed edu- 
cation programs; and 

¢ Development of improved statistical 
information to permit adequate evalua- 
tion of the impact of Federal programs 
and practices on women. 


THE STATUS REPORT 


International Women’s Year helped 
raise the expectations and consciousness 
of American women, who now look to 
government, private industry, and the 
community for bold and energetic re- 
sponses. In accepting the final report of 
the National Commission for Interna- 
tional Women’s Year, I reaffirmed my 
commitment to equality for women and 
my determination to help keep the spirit 
of Houston alive. At that time, I directed 
that a status report be prepared on the 
Administration’s initial steps to imple- 
ment the National Plan of Action. Today 
I am pleased to present that report with 
my recommendations to the Congress. 

To assess our progress toward the goals 
described in the National Plan of Action, 
each department and agency was asked 
to report all current legislative and execu- 
tive actions reflecting the aims and spirit 
of Houston. More than three hundred 
women, both from inside and outside the 
Federal government, and representing a 
wide range of interests, reviewed the 
agency surveys. Many of their sugges- 
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tions were incorporated into the final re- 
port, and I am grateful for their help. 

A set of detailed recommendations for 
implementation of the National Plan of 
Action separate from this report was de- 
veloped as part of this work. I shall trans- 
mit these recommendations to the Inter- 
departmental Task Force on Women and 
the National Advisory Committee for 
Women for review and advice. 

Part I of the report sets forth those 
portions of the Plan’s twenty-six resolu- 
tions calling for Federal action, and in- 
dicates the major Administration legis- 
lative and executive initiatives in the first 
eighteen months in those areas. In the 
months ahead we shall continue to start 
new initiatives to improve equity for 
women in areas included in The Plan of 
Action and beyond. Part II of the report 
describes other legislative measures which 
represent efforts to approach these issues 
in different ways. 


REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 


The report summarizes more than 
seventy-five important initiatives taken 
during the first eighteen months of this 
Administration to provide greater equity 
for women. These include new laws and 
programs, increased funding, and im- 
proved administration in areas addressed 
by the National Plan of Action. Let me 
highlight some of our major steps: 

¢ More than 21 percent of my appoint- 
ments within the White House and the 
executive branch have been women, an 
all-time high for any Administration. In 
response to my instructions, Cabinet mem- 
bers and agency heads also sought out and 
appointed women to important positions. 
We shall continue to do so. 

¢ My Administration has acted: 


(1) to improve Federal employment 
opportunities for women; 

(2) to examine and make recommen- 
dations to address the problems women 
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business owners face in obtaining Federal 
grants and contracts ; 

(3) to enforce existing civil rights laws 
(i.e., The Equal Credit Opportunity Act 
of 1974, the Fair Housing Act, Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
and The Civil Rights Act of 1964) ; 

(4) to improve the collection and dis- 
semination of data on the status of 
women; and 

(5) to increase funding and visibility of 
programs serving women’s needs. 

¢ My Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 
1978, a major reorganization effort of the 
Administration, strengthens and consoli- 
dates within the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission Federal enforce- 
ment of laws and executive orders against 
job discrimination based on sex and race. 

¢ I have signed and am fully implement- 
ing several important new laws—Protec- 
tion of Children Against Sexual Exploita- 
tion Act of 1977, The Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment and Adoption 
Reform Act of 1978, the Social Security 
Amendments of 1977, and The Age Dis- 
crimination in Employment Act Amend- 
ments of 1978. 


My Administration in its first eighteen 
months has initiated and supported legis- 
lation aimed at meeting the needs of 
women in many areas identified in the 
National Plan of Action. I urge Congress 
to act upon this legislation quickly. 


Some of the resolution in the Na- 
tional Plan of Action require structural as 
well as policy changes. My Administration 
has developed new operations to improve 
the Federal Government’s response to 
women’s needs: 

¢ The Interdepartmental Task Force on 
Women and the National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Women were created by Execu- 
tive Order in March, 1978, to advise me of 
additional action necessary to implement 
the Plan of Action. 


1642 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


The Department of Justice Task Force 
on Sex Discrimination is working with 
each agency to survey and eliminate sex 
discrimination from programs and pro- 
cedures throughout the Federal govern- 
ment. The Task Force will recommend 
needed changes in existing laws. 

The Interdepartmental Task Force on 
Women Business Owners, coordinated by 
the Department of Commerce, has identi- 
fied barriers to business ownership for 
women and has made recommendations 
to remove them. On July 10, 1978, I asked 
my Cabinet to respond to the Task Force 
recommendations. 

¢ The Department of Commerce Office 
of Federal Statistical Policy and Stand- 
ards was established to coordinate data 
collection and to set guidelines and defini- 
tions for demographic variables. 

¢ During my Administration, other Fed- 
eral programs designed to meet the needs 
of women have been expanded: 

¢ The Women’s Bureau in the Depart- 
ment of Labor, which focuses on the 
needs of women in the labor force, was up- 
graded, giving the Bureau Chief direct ac- 
cess to the Secretary of Labor. The 
Women’s Bureau provides support for the 
Interdepartmental Task Force on Women 
and the National Advisory Committee for 
Women, operates significant programs de- 
signed to serve women, and publishes in- 
formation on employed women. 

¢ The Federal Women’s Program which 
is in the Office of the Chairman of the 
Civil Service Commission, aids Fed- 
erally-employed women. In conjunction 
with the Federal Women’s Task Force on 
the U.N. Decade for Women, the Federal 
Women’s Program is playing a more ac- 
tive and visible role in shaping Federal 
employment policy. 

¢ The National Advisory Council on 
Women’s Educational Programs is a Presi- 
dentially-appointed council which makes 
recommendations to Federal officials on 
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equity for women and girls in education. 
During my Administration, the Council 
has been given an expanded mandate to 
help implement laws prohibiting sex dis- 
crimination in Federally-assisted educa- 
tion programs. 

These are only a few high points of the 
report which surveys our progress over the 
past eighteen months. My Administration 
has been able to achieve this record in 
large part because of the unstinting efforts 
of the many dedicated women within 
the Government. For these efforts I am 
grateful. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CONGRESS 


For 131 years after the ratification of 
the U.S. Constitution, American women 
could not vote. Since women’s suffrage in 
1920, there has been considerable progress 
in legislative and executive action to pro- 
vide equity for women. That progress has 
accelerated in my Administration. From 
1923 to 1972, the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment languished in Congress. In 1972, 
Congress took a bold and affirmative step 
to guarantee equal rights for women. It 
only remains for three more states to join 
the majority of our nation in passing this 
historic amendment. ERA must be passed 
not only for ourselves, but to free our sons 
and daughters to participate fully in our 
nation’s future. 

Our nation benefits when women, as 
well as men, are freed from stereotypes 
and given a broader range of choices. Our 
nation benefits when all women may enter 
the mainstream of American life, and 
their talents and abilities are valued and 
rewarded. Our nation benefits when the 
freedom of all Americans is enhanced by 
greater freedom for American women. 
We can increase this freedom. 

I ask you now to join with me in guar- 
anteeing full equity for women in the 
United States, and to pass in an. accept- 
able form without delay: 
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° H.J. Res. 638 and S.J. Res. 134 Ex- 
tension of the Deadline for Ratifica- 
tion of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ments. 

H.R. 11086 (H.R. 12452) and S. 
2570 Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act. 

H.R. 50 and S. 50 Full Employment 
and Balanced Growth Act of 1978 
(Humphrey-Hawkins Bill). 

H.R. 6075 and S. 995 Pregnancy Dis- 
ability Act. 

H.R. 11280 and S. 2640 Civil Service 

Reform Act. 

H.R. 9030 (H.R. 19050) and S. 2084 
Better Jobs and Income Act (Wel- 
fare Reform). 

These bills, which are pending before 
Congress, will greatly enhance the civil 
rights, employment and economic oppor- 
tunities of women. Extension of the Dead- 
line for Ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment recently passed the House 
by an overwhelming majority. I congratu- 
late the House and call upon the Senate 
to take similar action. The Equal Rights 
Amendment is needed as a constitutional 
protection against discrimination on the 
basis of sex. The Comprehensive Emplo;- 
ment and Training Act (CETA) and the 
Better Jobs and Income Act (Welfare Re- 
form), will, among other things, enable 
employment training and support services 
for displaced homemakers and low in- 
come women. In addition, CETA will 
protect against sex role stereotyping in 
Federal training programs and sex dis- 
crimination in placement in Federally- 
subsidized jobs. The Civil Service Reform 
Act and the Humphrey-Hawkins Bill will 
improve employment opportunities for 
the most recent entrants to the labor mar- 
ket—women and youth. And, the Preg- 
nancy Disability Act, which is now in con- 
ference, will protect the health benefits of 
pregnant workers by making it unlawful 
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for employers to discriminate on the basis 
of sex. 

Through enactment of these bills in the 
appropriate form, we ensure continued 
progress toward the goal of full equality 
so that future generations of Americans— 
male and female—have choices and op- 
portunities not fully realized today. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
September 27, 1978. 


NOTE: The report is entitled “The First 18 
Months: A Status Report of the Carter Ad- 
ministration Action on International Women’s 
Year Resolutions, 1978.” 


Natural Gas Legislation 


Remarks on Senate Approval of the 
Conference Committee Report. 
September 27, 1978 


THE PRESENT. I just talked to Majority 
Leader Byrd and Senator Jackson, the 
Vice President, Jim Schlesinger, Frank 
Moore—all of them very eager to let me 
knew that the Senate voted, I think over- 
whelmingly compared to what we had 
expected, 57 to 42, in favor of the natural 
gas conference report. And Senator Byrd 
sent me word that they will work very 
rapidly on the other two measures that 
are now completed in the conference com- 
mittee. 

This is a remarkable demonstration of 
leadership on the part of the men that I’ve 
just named, one of the most difficult 
pieces of legislation that the Congress has 
ever faced in the history of our country. 
It’s brought together a wide diversity of 
interests from around the country. I think 
it proves to our own Nation and to the 
rest of the world that we in this Govern- 
ment, particularly Congress, can coura- 
geously deal with an issue and one that 
tests our national will and our ability. 
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We have difficult decisions still left for 
the House to make. My expectation is 
that the House will act as it did August— 
was a year ago—to resolve the energy 
question and to give us a comprehensive 
and a valid energy policy. 

I’m very grateful for the leadership that 
has been shown by these men and by the 
courageous action in the Senate this after- 
noon. 

Thank you very much. 

Reporter. Sir, can you get it through 
the House if you veto the public works 
bill? 

THE PreEsIDENT. I believe we'll get it 
through the House. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:31 p.m. to 
reporters assembled in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


Ethics in Government Legislation 


Statement on House of Representatives Action 
on the Legislation. September 27, 1978 


I am very pleased to congratulate 
Speaker Tip O’Neill and the Members 
of the House of Representatives for their 
adoption of the Ethics in Government Act 
of 1978. This bill, which incorporates leg- 
islation submitted by me to the Congress 
in May of last year, will go far toward 
fulfilling our commitments to return in- 
tegrity and efficiency to the conduct of 
government. 

I wish also to thank Members George 
Danielson, Richardson Preyer, and Pa- 
tricia Schroeder for their capable and sen- 
sitive leadership in winning approval of 
the bill. 

Enactment of this legislation will fol- 
low through on commitments made dur- 
ing my campaign for the Presidency to: 

—direct the spotlight of public atten- 
tion on potential conflict of interest, by 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


requiring personal financial disclosure by 
senior-level officials in the legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial branches; 

—assure effective oversight of agency 
ethics enforcement, by establishing an 
Office of Ethics in the Civil Service Com- 
mission (to be transferred to the Office 
of Personnel Management under the civil 
service reform bill and reorganization 
plan) ; 

—curb abuses of the revolving door be- 
tween government and industry, by clos- 
ing loopholes in current statutory restric- 
tions on government contacts by former 
senior officials, thereby preventing the 
misuse of personal influence acquired 
while in public service. 

Since the Senate has already adopted 
similar measures in S. 555, the Public 
Officials Integrity Act, prospects appear 
bright for final enactment of these long- 
sought, far-reaching reforms to assure that 
Federal officials respect the high ethical 
standards which the American people ex- 
pect and deserve. 


NOTE: The statement was released on Sep- 
tember 28. 


Democratic National Committee 


Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner. 
September 27, 1978 


I just heard the introduction of me by 
the Vice President, and of all the witty, 
clever, intelligent introductions I’ve ever 
heard, his is the most recent. [Laughter] 

This is the most successful Presidential 
Democratic fundraiser in the history of 
the United States. And a great deal of 
credit is certainly due to our great chair- 
man, John White, to Evan Dobelle, to all 
those who sold tickets, and to the famous 
people who are here who helped to draw a 
crowd. 
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Bob Strauss, our former chairman, is 
here. As you know, a lot has been written 
about Bob. Just this morning I was reading 
about him. I read that he’s the best politi- 
cian in the Carter administration— 
[laughter|—that he’s the number one 
troubleshooter in the United States of 
America, that he’s the least appreciated 
public official that’s ever been known, 
that he has a personal savoir faire that in- 
spires the American people to reach for 
greatness and to try to emulate him, that 
he’s one of the best dressed men in the 
Nation, and a lot more, a lot more. If 
you'd like to read the entire memo from 
Bob, I'll share it with you later on in the 
future. [Laughter| 

One of the other great people that al- 
ways attracts a crowd was introduced a 
little earlier—my mother, Lillian. She al- 
ways has the ability to put her finger right 
on the most incisive element in a certain 
episode, no matter how small or great. As 
soon as I returned from Camp David with 
President Sadat and Prime Minister Be- 
gin, I had a brief television program with 
them, went upstairs, the phone was ring- 
ing Mother was on the phone. She was 
campaigning for someone in Arkansas. 
She very quickly asked me the most im- 
portant question. She said, “Jimmy, is 
Anwar Sadat already married?” 
[Laughter] 

She’s the only one in the family that 
knows how to handle the press. She stays 
in Plains and—sometimes she stays in 
Plains. And not too long ago—this is a 
true story—she had a young woman who 
came to interview Mother about me from 
a very famous newspaper in Paris. And 
the young woman was cross-examining 
Mother—and she doesn’t like women 
news reporters very much as it 
[laughter|—but the questions got more 
and more aggressive and abusive. And 
finally she said, “I understand that your 


is— 
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son said he would never tell a lie.” And 
Mother said, “That’s right.” 

She said, “Is your son absolutely hon- 
est?’ Mother said, “I think he’s reason- 
ably honest, yes.” And she said, “He 
wouldn’t tell any kind of lie?” Mother 
said, “Well, I think on occasion in his 
life he’s told maybe a little white lie.” And 
the woman turned on her tape recorder 
very quickly. She said, “What do you 
mean by a little white lie?” And Mother 
said, “Well, just a little white lie.” And 
the woman said, ‘Well, define it for me, 
define it.” And Mother said, “I don’t 
know how to define a little white lie.” The 
woman said, “Well, at least you could give 
me an example.” Mother sat there for a 
while, and she said, “Well, I guess I could. 
Do you remember a few minutes ago when 
you came in the front door and I said that 
you were a very attractive young lady?” 
She said, ‘“That was a little white lie.” 
[Laughter] 

I’m proud of our Democratic Party of- 
ficials. I’m proud of Bob Strauss, the other 
people that serve with me. I’m proud of 
my family—my mother, my wife, my sons, 
their wives. I’m proud of the team that 
we have created in the last 2 years to serve 
our Nation. 

Two years ago, I completed a long 
travel through this country, promising the 
people that we would try to create a gov- 
ernment as compassionate and as com- 
petent as were the American people them- 
selves. Our party has always been known 
as a party of compassion. But in the last 
2 years, we have also proven that we have 
a party of competence. Along with effec- 
tive new programs, we’ve proved that the 
Democratic Party is the party of fiscal 
responsibility. 

I would like to announce to you that 
I’ve just received a news report from the 
wire services—AP, UPI, Reuters, Jerusa- 
lem Television, State Department, and the 
OPS Center—that the Knesset voted for 
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peace, 85 [84]; against the removal of the 
settlements, 19. So, we’ve made a great 
step forward, and I’m very grateful for 
that. 

That’s indeed good news, and it’s sure 
proof of the tremendous courage of Prime 
Minister Begin, the Israeli members of 
the Knesset who have now formed a pos- 
sible partnership for the rest of our lives 
with their neighbors, the Egyptians, un- 
der the leadership of President Sadat. I’m 
very proud of this decision by them. We’ve 
got a great country, and we’ve got great 
friends and partners around the world. 

Ours has been a party that believes in 
a strong United States, strong not just in 
military weapons—we’re the strongest on 
the Earth in military weapons; not just 
the strongest economically—we’re the 
strongest on Earth economically; not just 
the strongest in our political structure, our 
free enterprise system—we are the strong- 
est politically and in our societal structure. 
But we are strongest as well in our com- 
mitment to basic principles which never 
change, principles that are challenged 
every now and then under the most diffi- 
cult circumstances by war, by corruption, 
by embarrassment, by failure on the part 
of some leaders. But the American people 
always stand staunch and never falter in 
our commitment to higher ideals and a 
greater nation in the future. 

The Democratic Party represents those 
commitments, those ideals in the purest 
sense of all. Ours is the oldest political 
party on Earth. It’s also the youngest 
political party on Earth, always eager for 
new ideas, always eager to meet change 
without fear, always eager to reach a hand 
out to someone not quite so fortunate as 
we—not down with a condescending air 
or as though we were doing someone else 
not quite so good as we a favor, but a 
party that believes in other people and the 
fact that they should have a right to take 
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whatever God-given talent they might 
own and use those talents to the utmost. 

We’ve corrected some of the defects in 
our party. In the past, at least in the 
South where I come from, we’ve always 
had the image of a party with a big heart. 
Our Members of Congress, even our most 
conservative Senators, have always voted 
for social security, Medicaid, Medicare, 
to give people a chance in life. But quite 
often we’ve had the wrong impression in 
the minds of the American people about 
our party’s commitment to effective man- 
agement, how to make government be 
efficient. 

And after the last few years of em- 
barrassment under Republican adminis- 
trations, I thought it was particularly im- 
portant for us in this new administration 
to run the Government well, to take con- 
trol of it and let the people know that 
someone was in command. And the part- 
nership that we have between the execu- 
tive and the legislative branches of Gov- 
ernment now are proving that we have 
achieved that very difficult task success- 
fully. 

Republicans talk about tax cuts. Demo- 
crats cut taxes. Republicans talk about 
balanced budgets, and they run up huge 
deficits which we inherited. Democrats 
draw up responsible budgets, and we cut 
back Republican deficits. Any person 
who’s lucky enough to be President and 
smart enough to be a Democrat—{laugh- 
ter|—knows that his success, my success, is 
based on our long party history of great 
national and international purpose—the 
desire to keep the United States sound 
and strong; the desire to assure peace and 
liberty throughout the world; the desire 
to heip those who are poor and weak and 
timid and inarticulate; the desire for 
vigorous and sustained and economic 
growth to give us confidence in the future; 
the desire to protect our great American 
natural beauty of pure air, of clean water; 
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the desire to keep power, political power, 
where it belongs, in the hands of our 
people, in the hands of government closest 
to the people, no matter whether they 
might be young or old, consumers or pro- 
ducers, wage earners, retired people, 
farmers, city dwellers. 

We not only reach out to people but 
we bring them into the heart of things, 
into our hearts individually and personal- 
ly and into the heart of our political or- 
ganization to let their own lives be magni- 
fied and influenced. This is the essence of 
the Democratic Party, the party of 
Thomas Jefferson. 

That’s why our party produces great 
leaders like my colleague, Fritz Mondale, 
the best Vice President I guess this coun- 
try has ever had. Others have had perhaps 
equal potential. I don’t know about that. 
But Fritz takes on the full duties of a 
President on occasion. He’s an equal part- 
ner with me. There’s nothing that I do 
that he doesn’t share. 

Our great Speaker Tip O'Neill, who 
preceded Fritz Mondale, Majority Leader 
Bob Byrd, who won a remarkable victory 
today in the Senate—and I thank him 
for it—Jim Wright, Alan Cranston, all of 
our Democratic leaders in the House and 
Senate, chairmen and other members who 
have constructed already for the 95th 
Congress a superb record—we have a 
Congress that will not be forgotten. 

The people won’t forget that Congress 
helped to shore up crucial partnerships, 
crucial to us with our historic allies 
around the world who had begun to feel 
neglected. They won’t forget the Congress 
that worked with me to strengthen NATO 
and to strengthen our defense around the 
world. They won’t forget the Congress 
which has helped to restore the moral au- 
thority of our Nation. 

As I’ve said recently in some campaign 
speeches, when I was Governor of Geor- 
gia, when I was a candidate, I actually 
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used to shrink up inside every year this 
time when the United Nations General 
Assembly convened, because I knew that 
my Nation, which I love, would be the 
butt of every joke and the target of every 
attack for more than two-thirds of the 
nations in the world. And I’m proud that 
in the last 2 years that has not been the 
case, and weve now got new friends 
among the poor nations, the small nations, 
the new nations, and the nations whose 
people are black and brown and yellow. 
We’ve made hundreds of new friends, and 
I’m proud of that. 

These are some of the promises that I 
made to the American people during my 2 
years of campaigning; they’re part of our 
Democratic platform, as you well know. 
Two years ago I promised the American 
people a responsible government, one that 
was lean and efficient and manageable. 
And that’s what the Congress has helped 
me give them. 

Two years ago I promised the American 
people that we would get control of the 
bureaucracy, restore incentives and the 
work ethic to our civil service system, let 
good employees be rewarded, let poor em- 
ployees be inspired to do better or trans- 
ferred or perhaps discharged, let man- 
agers manage, let our Government be a 
source of pride and not despair, admira- 
tion and not condemnation. That’s what 
we've done. 

Two years ago I told the American peo- 
ple that the Democrats believed that com- 
petition and market forces in a free enter- 
prise system should determine prices, and 
we proved what we meant by making 
good progress on the airline deregulation 
bill, which I hope will pass, and by admin- 
istrative decisions of the CAB that’s low- 
ered fares and boosted profits of the air- 
lines of the United States. I’m proud of 
that, too. 

Two years ago I said that Democrats 
believed in a free economic system with 
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minimum intrusion by Government in 
the private affairs of American citizens, 
and we’ve proved it by eliminating reg- 
ulations, almost as fast as the other party 
used to write them, and we’re beginning 
to rewrite the ones that are left in plain 
English so ordinary Americans, even 
Democrats—[laughter|—can understand 
them. 

And 2 years ago I promised to main- 
tain our national security and to keep 
our Nation strong, and we’ve done that. 
The defense establishment has never, 
never been so strong. But we’ve done more 
than guarantee our basic security with 
military strength; we’ve cut wasteful mili- 
tary expenditures. 

We put in a superb new management 
team under Harold Brown and the new 
Joint Chiefs of Staff to head our military 
establishment. We’ve brought our stra- 
tegic thinking into the 21st century. 

We are now working on the last phases 
of a SALT II agreement with the Soviet 
Union, which I hope to consummate 
very soon. And we have stopped the 
spread of nuclear weapons and the ca- 
pability to have nuclear explosions around 
the world. The Congress did that; I’m 
grateful to them. 

But that’s not all we’ve done. Two years 
ago I said that peace is more than just 
the absence of war. Peace is the unceasing 
effort to preserve human freedom and to 
preserve basic human rights. And we’ve 
made that effort. It’s becoming increas- 
ingly successful. There’s not a day that 
I have been President that we’ve not 
sought to narrow the gap between the 
values that we hold most dear as a people 
and our actions abroad in dealing with 
other people. Our goal is freedom and 
peace and justice for all. That’s America’s 
most cherished purpose, and we are strong 
in the pursuit of it. 

I said 2 years ago that we would re- 
move fraud, waste, and corruption from 
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the Government, and we are doing it— 
not overnight; it took a long time to create 
the mess that we inherited, and we can’t 
eliminate it in 1 year. But we'll get rid 
of it, and you can depend on that. 

Two years ago I promised the Ameri- 
can people that we would get control of 
our runaway energy problem. It’s been 
the most difficult legislative task, I be- 
lieve, that the Congress has ever under- 
taken in the history of our Nation. And 
at long last we are getting the tools to do 
this job. I was excited by the work that 
Scoop Jackson has done in the Senate 
and others who worked with him. 


Two years ago I promised the Ameri- 
can people that we would revitalize our 
educational system and to focus the at- 
tention of it on the poor and the deprived 
children who haven’t had an adequate 
chance in life, whose parents perhaps are 
illiterate and haven’t had the will or 
the motivation or the vision to inspire 


those little kids. Even compared to the 
halcyon days of Lyndon Johnson, the Con- 
gress has voted the largest increases in 
funds for school and education in history, 
and it’s focused accurately on those who 
need it most. 


Two years ago when I campaigned 
around this country, the common question 
asked me by almost every group that had 
elderly citizens in it is, “How are we going 
to deal with a bankrupt social security sys- 
tem?” I promised them that we would 
act responsibly and restore integrity to 
that system, and we’ve kept that promise. 
It hasn’t been easy, politically speaking, 
but we’ve done it. 

Two years ago I said my administra- 
tion would have an urban policy for the 
first time to revitalize our cities, to inspire 
the mayors and Governors and others, pri- 
vate citizens, in a new partnership. And 
we have that policy now. 
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Two years ago I told the American 
people that we had to bring our Federal 
budget under control. The last full year 
before my election in 1976, the budget 
deficit was $66 billion. We cut that deficit 
the first year to $51 billion. We'll get it 
down, with the great help of the Con- 
gress, at least to $40 billion this year, may- 
be a little lower. And we’re going to cut 
it significantly further next year. And 
we're going to keep right on cutting the 
budget deficit with good management 
and sound programs as fast as the strength 
of the economy permits. We’ve kept that 
promise without yielding our commitment 
to let Americans have a better life. 

One of the biggest problems we in- 
herited, as you well know, was 10 million 
American adults who could not find a full- 
time job, 6 or 7 million who couldn’t find 
a job at all. In just the short period of a 
year and a half, we’ve had a net increase 
of about 6! million full-time jobs in the 
United States. The unemployment rate 
has dropped 25 percent in that short time, 
and we're going to keep it going down. 

And you ought to realize that we have 
cut the budget deficit, given jobs, better 
education, strengthened our defenses. At 
the same time, last year we had a multi- 
billion dollar tax cut, and we have on 
schedule now another tax cut for the 
American people of about $20 billion. 
That is the kind of fiscal responsibility 
that American people deserve, to meet 
our people’s needs while balancing the 
Nation’s books. 

Of course, Democrats have always be- 
lieved in service, but carefully budgeted, 
efficiently delivered service. We can cut 
crime, we can build roads, we can deliver 
jobs, we can feed our people without huge 
deficits if we eliminate the waste and the 
bloat in government. This is responsible 
leadership. This is sound fiscal policy, and 
the American people know it. 
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It’s not callous nor hardhearted for a 
government to deliver food to a hungry 
person without waste, with efficiency. It’s 
not callous nor hardhearted management 
to give our children a better education 
without waste, and efficiently. 

For the first time in political history, a 
recent Gallup Poll showed that twice as 
many of the American people now believe 
that Democrats are fiscally responsible as 
believe that Republicans are fiscally re- 
sponsible. The Republic has finally woken 
up to know the truth about Democrats, 
compared to Republicans, and I’m thank- 
ful for that. 

Well, let me say in closing that we’re 
getting control of our energy problems. 
We're getting control of the bureaucracy. 
We're bringing new efficiency to govern- 
ment. We’re taking control of foreign af- 
fairs. Our Nation is strong again, proud 
again, secure again in its place in the 
world. And we’ve made a good start on 
the most difficult task of all, solving our 
economic problems in the areas of un- 
employment, in budget deficits. Now it’s 
time to put all our efforts into solving the 
most complicated and intractable and 
corrosive problem of all, and that’s in- 
flation. 


Inflation hurts every one of us, not just 


the poor, not just the elderly. It saps away 
our national strength and will and confi- 
dence. Very soon I will announce a new 
package of anti-inflation measures. They'll 
be tough. They will require sacrifice from 
business, from labor, from government, 


from every family, every segment of our 
society. They will be tough, but they'll be 
fair. 

I would like to caution all of you Dem- 
ocrats—those in my administration, those 
in the Congress—that we here in Wash- 
ington must set an example. We cannot 
pass legislation that’s identifiably waste- 
ful. If we do, it will sap away the strength 
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that we have to inspire the American 
people to solve this very difficult problem 
on their own. 

The best birthday present I could get 
from the Congress is to pass the air dereg- 
ulation bill, to pass the hospital cost con- 
tainment bill, to send me appropriations 
bills and authorization bills that are solid 
and firm and cut to the bone without any 
waste. This is how the Congress can show 
its determination to join the fight against 
inflation. 


If we fail here, it will be almost impos- 
sible to succeed elsewhere. This is the 
most pressing of the hundreds of large 
and small restraints that are necessary to 
win this battle. This is the future of our 
Democratic Party, a future in which we 
maintain our vision, even heighten our 
vision, while governing with prudence 
and responsibility that builds the confi- 
dence of our people in us. 


I’m proud of what we’ve achieved in 
the last year and a half. I’m proud of the 
groundwork we’ve laid for future achieve- 
ment. But there’s more to do if the United 
States is to realize the full promise of our 
people. We must succeed in giving the 
women of America equal rights. And we 
must succeed in honoring the greatest of 
all Democrats, Hubert Humphrey, in 
meeting the yearnings of the poor people 
of our Nation by passing a full employ- 
ment bill with his name on it, the Hum- 
phrey-Hawkins bill. 

It’s obvious to me, I’m sure it’s obvi- 
ous to you, that we cannot rest on past 
achievements. We cannot be complacent. 
We have work to do as Democrats and 
as Americans. Let’s do this work for our 
country together. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 p.m. in the 
International Ballroom at the Washington Hil- 
ton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to John 
C. White, chairman, and Evan S. Dobelle, 
treasurer, Democratic National Committee. 
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Camp David Agreements 
on the Middle East 


Letter to Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
of Israel on the Knesset’s Vote on the 


Agreements. September 27, 1978 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I have just learned of the Knesset’s 
favorable vote on the Camp David agree- 
ments and I want to extend my warmest 
personal congratulations to you. This ac- 
tion by the representatives of the Israeli 
people takes us another step toward the 
goal we seek of a peaceful Middle East. 

I deeply admire the courage and skill 
with which you presented the agreements 
we reached at Camp David. You know 
that I understand the difficult choices 
that face you and your colleagues if peace 
is to become a reality. Your firm leader- 
ship on these vital issues has provided a 
new and impressive demonstration of your 
statesmanship. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
Jimmy CarTER 


[His Excellency Menachem Begin, Prime Min- 
ister of Israel] 


NOTE: The text of the letter was released on 
September 28. 


American Education Week, 1978 
Proclamation 4603. September 28, 1978 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our founders assumed that an educated 
electorate was essential to a strong, healthy 
democracy. Freedom of speech, thought 
and inquiry are part of the basic structure 
of our society, and we share a fundamen- 
tal belief that education can provide the 
key to overcoming all our problems. We 
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have come a long way toward providing 
access to schools for all our people, and 
we provide enormous resources for educa- 
tion. We can be proud of that progress, as 
we are proud of the progress of many of 
our students, both youngsters and adults. 
But we must also recognize that many 
young Americans still emerge from our 
schools inadequately prepared to take up 
the responsibilities of adult life. Others 
have not been sufficiently challenged to 
develop their full potential. 

Teaching has never been easy, and in- 
spiring students is more difficult still. Per- 
haps it is even harder today than in the 
past, but it is no less crucial to the well- 
being of our people and of our society. 

The theme of this year’s American Edu- 
cation Week, “Education Can Turn 
Things Around,” expresses our faith in 
the power of education. We expect our 
teachers to provide the skills, knowledge 
and background for understanding that 
will allow all Americans to make the best 
use of their God-given abilities. If they are 
to succeed, we must support these goals 
for human achievement in all aspects of 
our society. We can do this by placing our 
priorities and our emphasis on the last- 
ing instead of the trivial, by rewarding 
quality and accomplishment, by respect- 
ing true knowledge, by raising important 
questions and seeking honest answers, by 
valuing and nurturing the capabilities of 
every human being. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby designate the week beginning 
November 12, 1978, as American Edu- 
cation Week. 

It is appropriate that we honor what is 
right and good in education in America 
today—the dedicated, searching teach- 
ers who demand much of themselves and 
their students, who push beyond failure 
and discouragement to light the spark of 
understanding. It is appropriate, also, 
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to recognize our responsibility as parents, 
grandparents, neighbors and citizens, to 
support the efforts of our schools to meet 
our high expectations, so that now and 
in generations to come our people may be- 
come a truly educated people. 

In Wrirness WHEREOF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twenty-eighth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and third. 

Jummy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:12 p.m., September 28, 1978] 


Budget Rescission 


Message to the Congress. September 28, 1978 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974, I herewith propose 
rescission of $10.8 million in employment 
and training funds appropriated to the 
Department of Labor. 

The details of the proposed rescission 
are contained in the attached report. 

Jmummy CarTER 

The White House, 

September 28, 1978. 


NOTE: The attachment detailing the rescis- 
sion will be printed in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 


Administrative Conference of 
the United States 
Appointment of Seven Members of the 


Council. 


September 28, 1978 


The President today announced the 
appointment of seven persons as mem- 
bers of the Council of the Administrative 
Conference of the United States. They 
are: 
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Government representatives 
Joan Z. BernstTeEIn, General Counsel of the 


Environmental Protection Agency 
MicuHaeEt J. Ecan, Associate Attorney General 


Marcaret A. McKenna, Deputy Counsel to 
the President 


MicHAEL PerTscHUK, Chairman of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission 


Public representatives 

WALTER GELLHORN, professor emeritus at Co- 
lumbia University School of Law (reappoint- 
ment) 


Ira M. MitusTEIn, a New York attorney and 
adjunct professor of law and trade regulation 
at New York University School of Law 


Otis M. Situ, of Detroit, Mich., general 
counsel of General Motors and a former jus- 
tice of the Michigan supreme court. 

The Administrative Conference was 
created in 1964 to develop improvements 
in the legal procedures by which Federal 
agencies administer regulatory, benefit, 
and other Government programs. Its 
members include agency heads, other Fed- 
eral officials, private lawyers, university 
professors, and other experts in adminis- 
trative law and government. 


Board for International Food and 
Agricultural Development 


Appointment of David Garst as a Member. 
September 28, 1978 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of David Garst, of Coon 
Rapids, Iowa, as a member of the Board 
for International Food and Agricultural 
Development for a 3-year term. 

Garst was born September 10, 1926, in 
Des Moines, Iowa. He graduated from 
Stanford University in 1950 with a major 
in economics and agricultural policy. He 
served in the U.S. Army. 

Garst has been part owner of the Garst 
Co. since 1940. He is presently half 
owner, and the company farms 15,000 
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acres. It is also heavily involved in cattle 
breeding. 

Garst is also sales manager of Garst and 
Thomas, a large seller of seed corn and 
sorghum seed. Through other companies 
in his community, he is involved in other 
aspects of the farm service industries. 
Garst was an adviser on agricultural 
policy to the Carter-Mondale campaign 
in 1976. He is a member of the National 
Agricultural Marketing Association and a 
director of the United States Feed Grain 
Council. In the 1950’s, Garst traveled to 
Eastern Europe to demonstrate and sell 
farm equipment. 


United Service Organizations 


Appointment of Maxine E. Flournoy and 
Jeff Wald as Members of the Board of 
Governors. September 28, 1978 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of two persons as members of 
the Board of Governors of the United 
Service Organization (USO). They are: 

Maxine E. Flournoy, of Alice, Tex. 
Flournoy served in the Women’s Airforce 
Service Pilots (WASP’s) during World 
War II as a pilot. She has also served as a 
company pilot and, with her husband, 
operates an oil well drilling company. 

Jeff Wald, of Los Angeles, president of 
Jeff Wald Television Productions and 
Wald-Nanas Associates, and a member of 
the board of governors of Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles. 


Country Music Month, 
October 1978 


Message of the President. September 28, 1978 


As modern American society becomes 
more and more hectic and complex, there 
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is a desire in all of us to return to the 
simple things in life. 

This perhaps in part explains the grow- 
ing popularity—even in our busiest metro- 
politan areas—of country music. And des- 
ignated as “Country Music Month,” 
October invites us all to return, at least 
vicariously, to the hills and the farms of 
America and to retrace the everyday 
emotions and experiences of country life. 

Country music is part of the soul and 
conscience of our democracy. It unfolds 
the inherent goodness of our people and 
of our way of life. It captures our in- 
domitable spirit and pulsates with the sor- 
rows, joys and unfailing perseverance of 
ordinary men and women who sustain our 
national vitality and strength. 

I welcome the opportunity to applaud 
the Country Music Association on its 
sponsorship of this annual observance, and 
I encourage more Americans to share in 
the enjoyment and cultural enrichment 
that country music can bring. 


Jummy CarTER 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 28, 1978 


IsRAELI APPROVAL OF THE Camp Davip 
AGREEMENTS; SENATE APPROVAL OF 
NaTuRAL Gas LEGISLATION 


I'd like to comment first on two very 
courageous actions that have been taken 
recently. The first is by the Israeli Knes- 
set, their parliament, late last night, when 
they voted overwhelmingly by more than 
a 4 to 1 margin for peace in the Middle 
East, including the removal of the Israeli 
settlers from the Sinai, which is Egyptian 
territory. 

This is a continuation of the coura- 
geous action that has already been 
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demonstrated by Prime Minister Begin, 
who led the parliament debate, gave his 
full weight to this peace move, and by 
President Sadat who cooperated at Camp 
David in making it possible. 

Since the Knesset vote, I have talked 
to Prime Minister Begin; also, just a few 
minutes ago, since lunch, to President 
Sadat. Both of them agree that there are 
no remaining obstacles to proceeding as 
rapidly as possible to conclude a peace 
treaty between Israel and Egypt. 

I’m very proud of this action on their 
part. We will cooperate again as full 
partners in the negotiations to conclude 
the final terms of the Israeli-Egyptian 
peace treaty. 

The other courageous vote that was 
taken yesterday was by the United States 
Senate, under the great leadership of Ma- 
jority Leader Robert Byrd and committee 
chairman, Senator Scoop Jackson, to ap- 
prove the natural gas legislation. This is a 
bill that will provide the centerpiece for 
establishing a United States energy 
policy. It’s very good for consumers, par- 
ticularly in those States that are faced 
with a very urgent shortage of natural gas 
in years to come. It’s also fair to pro- 
ducers. I think it would make us much 
less dependent upon imported foreign oil. 

And I congratulate the Senate on this 
action. Now, the House must act on the 
same legislation. I hope that they will do 
so expeditiously and expect that this will 
be the case. 


Raitway Lasor DIspuTE 


One other report, briefly: We have not 
been successful, after 28 hours or more of 
negotiation, to reach a settlement be- 
tween the striking railway workers and 
the rail lines. We now have almost a com- 
plete shutdown of rail service in our 
country. I have just recently issued an 
order establishing an emergency board 
which will take over the responsibility for 
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negotiating a settlement between the 
workers and the railroads themselves. 

This is necessary action. I think it’s 
accurate to say that both sides do want a 
settlement. The differences between them 
are relatively small compared to what 
they were originally. This will take the 
railway workers back on the job. If there 
is any opposition to this action, then I 
would not hesitate to go to Federal court 
to enforce it. And I believe that this is the 
first step to getting our railway service 
back into operation in our country. 

Mr. Pippert [Wes Pippert, United Press 
International]. 


QUESTIONS 


ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS; PRESIDENTIAL 
TRIP TO MIDDLE EAST 


Q. Mr. President, what will you do to 
make Prime Minister Begin comply with 
your understanding that Israel must 
eventually withdraw from the West Bank 
and, further, to build no settlements there 
during the 5 years of negotiation? And 
will you consider a Christmas trip to the 
Middle East for the signing of the peace 
treaty? 

THE PreswENT. There’s nothing that 
I can make Prime Minister Begin do. He’s 
an independent leader of an autonomous 
and independent nation, and I can only 
use persuasion and depend upon the mu- 
tual trust that exists between me and him. 

There were 20 or 30 very crucial issues 
that were obstacles at the beginning of the 
Camp David negotiations. This was one 
of them. And I would guess that it was 
after midnight Saturday, less than 24 
hours after the final agreement was 
signed, that we reached these agreements. 


There are two elements of the dispute. 
One is at what time will the agreement 
not to build any more settlements be con- 
cluded. Prime Minister Begin’s interpre- 
tation is that this is to be maintained, the 
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prohibition against new settlements, dur- 
ing the negotiations concerning the Sinai 
with Egypt. My very clear understanding 
is that it related to the negotiation for 
conclusion in the West Bank-Gaza Strip 
of the establishment of a self-government. 

The other question concerns whether 
or not Israel would initiate new settle- 
ments after this negotiating period was 
concluded and the self-government was 
established. 

I think the best answer to that is that 
this is an honest difference of opinion. The 
best answer I can give is to quote from a 
statement by Foreign Minister Dayan, 
who was with us at that midnight meet- 
ing, and this is a statement he made at 
the Ben Gurion Airport on the 19th of 
September, when he arrived in Israel. 
“Let us not delude ourselves” —I’m quot- 
ing him—‘I have no doubt that when we 
enter into deliberations with the other 
three parties concerning what is to hap- 
pen in the area in the 5 years of transi- 
tion” —that’s the West Bank-Gaza Strip— 
“this question will come up and will be 
discussed and agreement will have to be 
reached on this subject.” 

So the degree of participation of the 
residents of the West Bank has still got to 
be determined. But it’s an honest differ- 
ence of opinion. It would certainly be no 
obstacle to the progress towards peace. 

But I can’t say that we’ve resolved it 
yet. There’s no personal animosity be- 
tween myself and Prime Minister Begin. 
I certainly do not allege any improper 
action on his part. It’s just an honest dif- 
ference of opinion, which I think will be 
resolved. 

As far as my going to the Middle East 
is concerned, nothing would please me 
more than to participate in the signing of 
a peace treaty at an early date. But that’s 
still to be negotiated. The only request 
that President Sadat made of me in the 
entire Camp David proceedings was that 
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I come to Egypt. I promised him that I 
would sometime in the future. 


AIRBASES IN THE NEGEV 


Q. May I follow up? If Prime Min- 
ister Begin persists, would you consider 
cancelling the U.S. agreement to build 
airbases in the Negev for Israel? 

Tue Preswent. No. The letter to 
Israel concerning the two airports to be 
put in the Negev—I have already di- 
rected that that letter be sent to Israel. 
It’s not being sent from me to Prime 
Minister Begin; it’s being sent from 
Defense Secretary Harold Brown to De- 
fense Minister Weizman. 

We have not agreed to build the air- 
bases. We’ve agreed to consult with the 
Israelis and participate in the cost of those 
rebuilt airbases, to the degree that we 
negotiate in the future. We will certainly 
participate in the cost, the degree to be 
determined in the future. 


PRESIDENTS RATING IN THE POLLS 


Q. Mr. President, I’m sure you’ve been 
enjoying your big resurgence in the polls 
lately, but I wonder if you’re fairly confi- 
dent you can keep them up there. 

Tue PReswent. I’m not sure about 
that. I hope so. My interpretation is that 
the polls have been much more accurate 
the last week or two than they were be- 
fore. [Laughter] But I’ll do the best I can. 
I think it’s not an accurate conclusion that 
the culmination of our efforts on, say, nat- 
ural gas, civil service reform, and other 
major endeavors in the Congress, is the re- 
sult of the Camp David accords. 

Obviously, my own reputation as a ca- 
pable leader was enhanced by that agree- 
ment, but we’ve been working very long 
months to bring about the conclusion of 
some highly controversial issues. And I 
will continue to do the best I can, but my 
actions will never be predicated on what is 
the most popular. But I’ll do what I think 
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is best for our country, and I'll take my 
chances on whether the people approve or 
not. 


CAMP DAVID MEETINGS; HUMPHREY- 


HAWKINS BILL 


Q. Mr. President, it was recently re- 
ported that you said in a meeting with the 
Congressional Black Caucus that a Camp 
David-type meeting on the Humphrey- 
Hawkins full employment bill would be 
ill-advised 


THE PRESIDENT. Yes, that’s correct. 


Q. causing John Conyers to storm 
out as everyone knows. And I was won- 
dering, first, why would such a meeting be 
ill-advised and, secondly, if Camp David 
meetings are to be focused on interna- 
tional affairs, might such a meeting take 
place involving the principal ones in 
South Africa and Rhodesia, where these 
situations could be equally as violent and 
turmoil could equally exist? 

THE PresIvENT. I’ve been in office now 
for 20 months. I’ve faced many very diffi- 
cult issues, in foreign affairs and domestic 
affairs. I’ve never called a caucus or a 
meeting at Camp David except once in 
my life. This was a unique set of circum- 
stances where I felt that extended nego- 
tiations over several days—as you know, 
it turned out to be 2 weeks—in almost 
complete seclusion, was absolutely neces- 
sary to reach an agreement. 

I would guess that this might never 
again occur. It may on very rare occa- 
sions. But I don’t ever intend to use a 
Camp David meeting to settle matters 
that ought best to be resolved within the 
Congress, where they can best handle 
them. I will use my utmost influence to 
determine the outcome of those delibera- 
tions in the Congress. 

As far as the Humphrey-Hawkins bill 
goes, I think it’s very important that this 
bill be passed. It’s a full employment com- 
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mitment of our country, which I share. 
We have helped to get the bill passed 
through the House. It is now on the Sen- 
ate calendar. I talked to Majority Leader 
Byrd since lunch about this. He’s proceed- 
ing as rapidly as he can. He’s trying to 
get a time certain, an agreement by some 
Republican Members of the Senate to 
vote on the Humphrey-Hawkins bill. But 
it’s just not appropriate, and I think it 
would be ill advised, for me to take a 
group of Senators or Congressmen in the 
last 2 weeks of the session up to Camp 
David to spend a week or two in seclusion. 
It’s just impractical. 


STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, we hear reports that 
you feel pretty good about how the SALT 
negotiations are coming along these days. 
How close are we to a SALT agreement 
now? 

THE Presivent. The issues that divide 
us and the Soviet Union on SALT have 


been constantly narrowed over the last 
18 months of negotiation. Now the issues 
are quite few. 


I also talked to Secretary Vance since 
lunch. He’s been meeting today and yes- 
terday with Foreign Minister Gromyko of 
the Soviet Union. I think that both men 
are negotiating aggressively and in good 
faith to reach a conclusion of the differ- 
ences. 

I don’t know what the outcome will be. 
It takes two to reach agreement. We hope 
to conclude a SALT agreement this year, 
and I will be meeting with Foreign Minis- 
ter Gromyko Saturday to capitalize upon 
the progress that I hope that Vance and 
Gromyko are making now. I don’t see any 
insurmountable obstacles. But if the 
Soviets are forthcoming and cooperative 
and are willing to compromise some of 
their positions, we will have an agreement. 
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FRAUD BY WELFARE RECIPIENTS 


Q. Mr. President, it’s been reported this 
week that some Federal employees who 
are on the payroll and also drawing wel- 
fare benefits have been charged. It’s also 
reported outside of Washington recently 
that the Federal Government has made 
what amounts to a conscious decision not 
to pursue fraud by individual welfare re- 
cipients and leave that instead to the local 
and State governments. Are you aware of 
this policy, and do you approve of it? 

Tue Presipent. When I came into 
office, we were determined, I and my ad- 
ministration, I think shared by the Con- 
gress, to proceed aggressively to eliminate 
fraud from Government. We’ve got a 
problem in GSA. We’ve had good success 
in other areas, including the rooting out 
of people who have tried to defraud the 
Government by drawing welfare payments 
when they were on a payroll and didn’t 
deserve it, according to the law. 

My own inclination would be to let the 
Justice Department decide whether or not 
an indictment and a prosecution should be 
pursued or whether a repayment of the 
funds with some penalty would be ade- 
quate. I’m not familiar with the individ- 
ual cases. But the fact is we have initiated, 
for the first time, an attempt to root out 
these violators of the law and to make 
them provide some recompense to the 
Government that’s according to what is 
proper and right. 

I wouldn’t say that every case ought to 
be pursued as a criminal proceeding, to 
put them in jail. Sometimes they might be 
discharged from their job, sometimes to 
repay the money, sometimes to pay a pen- 
alty. If it’s a gross case, I would favor them 
going to jail. 


INFLATION AND INTEREST RATES 


Q. Mr. President, The Fed’s discount 
rate is now nearly 10 percent. You’re 
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about to announce some top anti-inflation 
measures. How can any anti-inflation pro- 
gram be credible when you have interest 
rates this high, and do you think 10 per- 
cent interest rates is the proper way to 
fight inflation? 

THE PresipENT. The discount rate is 
not that high, but I think it’s too high and 
I wish it was lower. There are three en- 
tities in the Government that have a great 
individual, independent impact on either 
controlling inflation or enhancing infla- 
tion. 

One is the President and my Cabinet 
members. In the preparation of the 
budget, do we advocate reducing the 
deficit; do we advocate spending too 
much? The other one is the Congress who 
makes the final determination on the 
budget and also prescribes, to a major de- 
gree, tax policy. The third, of course, is 
the independent Federal Reserve. My own 
hope is that our present efforts to control 
inflation will be so successful that those 
interest rates now, as determined by the 
Federal Reserve, can be brought down. 


When I came into office, we had a 
budget deficit of almost $70 billion—I 
think $66 billion. By the end of this con- 
gressional session, I hope that we will 
almost have brought that down below $40 
billion, maybe even lower. We’re cutting 
down the Federal deficit. We have a very 
tight constraint on spending. This is im- 
portant in controlling inflation. 

I'm going to be very persistent in my 
own role as President in holding down un- 
warranted spending in individual bills 
that come to me from the Congress. I 
think the time for wasteful spending is 
over. And I think if we can show that we 
can get inflation under control through 
those actions by me and the Congress, 
that would be an inducement for the Fed- 
eral Reserve to start bringing the interest 
rate down. But each one of those elements 
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of our Government—Federal Reserve, 
Congress, President—are independent. I 
can’t control the other two. I can set a 
good example; that’s what I’m trying 
to do. 


OPTIONS FOR A SALT II AGREEMENT 


Q. Mr. President, going back to SALT, 
the military is pushing an idea of digging 
a lot of holes in the ground for our land- 
based intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
So you truck them around; the Russians 
never know which hole the missile is in. 
The theory is the Russians have to hit all 
the holes in order to get all the missiles. 
Do you think that’s a good idea, and how 
does that affect the SALT negotiations? 

Tue PresipeNT. That is one among 
many ideas. I think over a period of time, 
it has become obvious that our fixed silo- 
type intercontinental ballistic missiles are 
becoming more and more vulnerable be- 
cause of the accuracy of the Soviet mis- 
siles—ours are even more accurate—and 
the MIRVing of the Soviet missiles 
where they have many warheads on each 
missile, which we’ve had for a long time. 

The so-called multiple aim points or 
many silos for each missile is one idea that 
has been put forward. It has some very 
serious defects. I can only mention two at 
this time. One is, how do you vertify that 
all the holes don’t have missiles in them? 
It’s obvious that we would be keeping the 
agreement, and we would not violate it. 
We don’t know that that would be the 
case on the other side. And I believe that 
we would find, as we proceed further 
with it, that it would not only be very dif- 
ficult if the Soviets adopted this same 
policy, but very expensive as well. 

But that is one option that we are con- 
sidering. And I would guess that by the 
end of this year, we would have gone 
through all the options including that 
one. And at that time, certainly at the 
time that SALT II agreement is reached, 
I will explain to the American people in 
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the most careful and complete terms 
what our future plans for adequate stra- 
tegic strength will be, probably going for 
the next 5 years. 

That’s just one of the options now. It 
has some very serious defects. It’s being 
considered. 

LEBANON 


Q. Mr. President, there’s a report that 
you are working for a settlement in Leba- 
non and the Syria and Israel would be in- 
volved. Could you verify this, sir? 

THE Preswent. This is a subject that 
President Sadat raised with me several 
times at Camp David. It’s one in which 
we've been involved, as you know, for 
many months. 

There’s a tragedy in Lebanon that the 
rest of the world has not adequately ad- 
dressed, including ourselves. The suffer- 
ing of the people of Lebanon, through no 
fault of their own in almost every case, 
has been extraordinary. 

Obviously, the responsibility for resolv- 
ing the Lebanon question rests primarily 
on the shoulders of those who live there. 
My commitment has been to strengthen 
the Sarkis government, politically, eco- 
nomically, and militarily. We gave them 
some aid so that the President of that 
country can control the affairs of the 
country itself. When we were flying back 
from Camp David on the helicopter, 
President Sadat and I were talking about 
this; Prime Minister Begin joined in the 
conversation. All three of us committed 
ourselves to renew our support for the 
Sarkis government, the Lebanese Gov- 
ernment. So, they have the prime respon- 
sibility. 

The next two nations, I would say, that 
are the most intimately involved are 
Syria, which has large forces in Leb- 
anon—invited in by the Lebanese Gov- 
ernment because they cannot maintain 
order by themselves under existing cir- 
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cumstances—and Israel, who obviously 
wants a stable government, stable people 
on their northern border. 

Other countries more removed geo- 
graphically also have an intense interest 
and influence in Labanon. I would say 
two of them would be Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. 

More distantly, other countries that 
have a direct historical interest, like the 
United States and France, would be in- 
volved. All this could be done under the 
aegis of the United Nations. 

But I think it’s time for us to take joint 
action to call a conference of those who 
are involved, primarily the people who 
live in Lebanon, the different factions 
there, and try to reach some solution that 
may involve a new charter for Lebanon. 
I’m not in favor of a partitioned Leb- 
anon. I’d like to see a unified Lebanon, 
at peace, with a strong enough central 
government to control the situation there 
and protect its own people. 


PRESIDENTIAL VETOES AND INFLATION 


Q. Mr. President, I understand that 
you’re considering vetoing the public 
works/ water projects bill and, in addition 
to that, that you’re considering vetoing 
four other bills—tuition tax credit, surface 
transportation, tax cut bill, and Labor- 
HEW. Can you tell us, is this part of your 
anti-inflation program? Will you veto the 
bills? Or is this a President Carter who 
has come down from Camp David and is 
now trying to show that he can handle 
his own Congress as well as the Israelis 
and the Egyptians? 

THE PresIvDENT. I don’t want to show 
that I can handle the Congress. What I 
want to do is to work in harmony with 
the Congress. I think we’ve done that to 
a substantial degree, a provable degree. 
The legislation to which you refer causes 
me deep concern, because some of it is 
wasteful, some of it has elements in it 
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which I consider to be unconstitutional. 
And my own objection to certain features 
of that legislation has been well known to 
the Congress and also to the public. 

The public works bill has now passed 
the conference committee, and both the 
House and Senate have adopted the con- 
ference report. This bill in its present form 
is completely unacceptable to me. And I 
wil decide whether or not to veto it when 
it gets to my desk. It’s up to the leaders of 
the Congress to decide when to submit it 
to me. My objection to some of its features 
are well known. I think that we have got 
to establish a policy in Washington, the 
Congress and I, particularly in these cru- 
cial days when inflation is our number one 
concern, at least on the domestic scene, 
that will be an example for the rest of the 
Nation to follow. 

If we continue the age-old policy of 
pork barrel allocations in the public works 
bill, this is a horrible example to set for 
the rest of the country. It would make it 
very difficult for me to control inflation 
if the Congress and I couldn’t set a good 
example for the rest of the Nation. So I’m 
willing to meet the Congress on this 
issue—we have an honest difference of 
opinion with some of the Members of the 
Congress—and have it resolved in a con- 
stitutional and appropriate way. 

If it involves a veto, the Congress has a 
right to express their displeasure by at- 
tempting to override my veto. I’m going 
to do the best I can, if I do veto the bill, 
to get enough votes to sustain my veto. 
There have been some allegations made 
that the Congress might try to connect 
this bill with the energy bill. I don’t be- 
lieve they will do that. The proper way 
for the Congress to express its displeasure 
over the veto of the public works bill is 
to try to override the veto. I believe the 
energy legislation is too important for any 
responsible Member of the House of Rep- 
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resentatives to connect it with the public 
works bill. 
Judy [Judy Woodruff, NBC News]. 


INFLATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. Mr. President, President Ford said 
this week that you made a mistake last 
year in concentrating on unemployment 
rather than inflation. Do you agree with 
that, first of all, and secondly, do you wish 
that you had moved sooner to do some- 
thing about inflation? 

Tue Present. No, I don’t agree with 
that at all. When I was running for Presi- 
dent, after I became President, I never 
singularly attacked the unemployment 
problem without also trying to deal with 
the inflationary problem. President Ford 
left me with a $66 billion deficit. We’ve 
tried to turn that around and cut down 
deficit spending. We’ve been remarkably 
successful. 

At the same time, we have provided 
the American people with a much better 
life, better education programs, better 
housing programs, better transportation 
programs, substantial tax reductions—$6 
or $7 billion last year; perhaps as much 
as $20 billion this year. 

I believe that we have seen in 1977 a 
very substantial reduction in the inflation 
rate. The last 6 months of 1977, the in- 
flation rate was down quite low, 4% to 
3 percent; an average for the entire year 
of about 6, or 6¥2 percent. It grew this 
year more than we had anticipated for 
several reasons, the most important of 
which was the high food prices that oc- 
curred the first 6 months of the year. 


We have always had a very strong anti- 
inflation program. Since we have had very 
good luck so far, success, in bringing down 
the unemployment rate, adding 6% mil- 
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lion new jobs, bringing the unemployment 
rate down about 25 percent already, we 
are now able to focus our attention much 
more specifically on inflation. 

It’s much more of a threat now than 
it was a year ago. But I’m determined to 
deal with inflation as effectively as we 
have already proven we could deal with 
unemployment. 


NEGOTIATIONS ON EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
PEACE TREATY 


Q. Mr. President, you said in your 
opening statement that both President 
Sadat and Prime Minister Begin said 
there are no remaining obstacles to con- 
cluding the Sinai treaty. Have they set a 
date yet for starting these talks? And how 
long would you estimate that it would 
take to go through the formalities that 
still remain? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would hope that we 
could commence the talks within 2 weeks, 
but no specific date has been set. Both 
Prime Minister Begin and President Sadat 
today, when I talked to them on the 
phone, on their own initiative, said that 
they were expecting us to be full partners, 
as I was at Camp David, and they could 
see no obstacle to the peace talks begin- 
ning without delay. 

I think it will take 2 weeks to prepare 
for the talks. There are some official re- 
sponsibilities that President Sadat has in 
his own country that will take place and 
be concluded within 2 weeks. But that 
would be the approximate timeframe. I’m 
not trying to be presumptuous, because no 
date has been set. 


CORRESPONDENCE ON 
AGREEMENTS 


MIDEAST 


Q. If I could follow that up, Prime 
Minister Begin is supposed to be sending 
a letter dealing with the Israeli position 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


on the West Bank. Has that letter been 
received yet? And would any delay on 
that letter perhaps hold up these talks on 
the Sinai? 

Tue Present. Prime Minister Begin 
has sent me a letter expressing his posi- 
tion, and I’ve also sent him a letter ex- 
pressing my position. Now, I think the 
next step would be for me and him, in 
good faith and in a friendly, cooperative 
attitude, to try to work out the differences 
between us. 

Q. Will 
available? 

THE PresweEnt. I'll think it over. I 
can’t answer because I would really—it 
suits me okay for the letters to be made 
available, but I can’t unilaterally release 
the letter that I sent to him or received 
from him without his approval. 

My own inclination is to let all the cor- 
respondence be made public that relates 
to the Mideast settlements. We’ve done 
that so far, even when we had differences 


you make those letters 


of opinion. But I would have to get his 
permission before we could release the 
letters. 


STEEL INDUSTRY AND PRICES 


Q. Mr. President, your trigger price 
program for steel has managed to reduce 
the foreign imports. But foreign steel still 
takes a large part of the U.S. market, and 
the floor under steel prices does drive up 
the inflationary forces. What modifica- 
tions, if any, do you plan in your trigger 
price program? 

THE PreEsIDENT. Well, as you know, the 
steel trigger price program went into ef- 
fect, I think, only in May. We’ve only had 
a few months of experience with it. So 
far, it’s been very successful. 


We’ve had a net increase this year of, I 
think, 24,000 jobs in the steel industry 
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alone. And in spite of a fairly dormant 
construction industry we’ve had 5-per- 
cent increase in the shipments of domestic 
steel. I understand that the Japanese steel 
exports have actually gone down this year. 
The most important measure, I think, of 
success so far is that a year or so ago the 
steel industry plants were only being used 
at about 76-percent capacity. Now, that 
use has increased to almost 90-percent ca- 
pacity. So we’ve got a very vigorous steel 
industry now. 

I think the price of steel has been held 
reasonably well under control. We are ob- 
viously fine-tuning the trigger price system 
as we get more experience with it. There 
are special kinds of steel that might be in- 
volved. And we have some problems still 
in Europe because the steel price, as you 
know, is based on Japanese cost. But I 
think we’ve stopped the unwarranted 
dumping of foreign steel on our American 
market. I think we've protected the jobs 
of steelworkers, and we’ve added a new 
degree of prosperity to the steel industry. 

I believe that the second quarter this 
year, compared to the second quarter of 
last year, steel industry profits were up 71 
percent, which means that they have a lot 
more to invest back into more modern 
plants and more jobs for better steel pro- 
duction in our country. 


NEGOTIATIONS ON EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
PEACE TREATY 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us a little 
more, sir, about the nature of your par- 
ticipation in this next round of talks? You 
mentioned full partnership. Will you be 
personally involved with that, or will Sec- 
retary Vance be? 

Tue PresivenT. I would guess that I 
would not be personally involved, except 
in a case where the leaders of the other 
two nations were involved. If there was a 
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dispute about a particular drawing of a 
line, or a phased withdrawal, or some- 
thing of that kind that could not be re- 
solved at the Foreign Minister or dele- 
gate level, then I would get involved if 
necessary. 

I wouldn’t want to see the talks break 
down because of any timidity on my part. 
I consider it to be one of the most impor- 
tant responsibilities that I have. I would 
guess, though, that the negotiations will 
be carried on at a fairly high level, below 
the President and Prime Minister level. 

I understand from Prime Minister Be- 
gin that the leader of his delegation will 
be Foreign Minister Dayan. I don’t know 
yet who will head the Egyptian delega- 
tion, and I’ve not yet decided on the 
American delegation leader. But it'll be 
at a fairly high level. 

And the principles for settling the 
Sinai disagreements have all been re- 
solved. Now the details, which I don’t 
think are going to be highly controversial, 
are the only things remaining to be re- 
solved. The exact decision of whether a 
particular road intersection or a hilltop 
would be at the first withdrawal line, 
those are the kind of things that would be 
settled. And I believe we have a good 
relationship between the two leaders that 
wouldn’t cause a deterioration in the ne- 
gotiations. 


Frank Cormier [Associated Press]. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 


Thank 


THE PRESIDENT. 
much, I enjoyed it. 


you very 


NOTE: President Carter’s thirty-seventh news 
conference began at 4 p.m. in Room 450 of 
the Old Executive Office Building. It was 
broadcast live on radio and television. 


Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978 


Emergency Board in 
Railway Labor Dispute 
Executive Order 12085. September 28, 1978 


CREATING AN EMERGENCY Boarp To IN- 
VESTIGATE A DIsPUTE BETWEEN THE 
NorFOLK AND WESTERN RAILWAY 
CoMPANY AND CERTAIN OF Its Em- 
PLOYEES 


A dispute exists between the Norfolk 
and Western Railway Company and cer- 
tain of its employees represented by the 
Brotherhood of Railway, Airline and 
Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers, Ex- 
press and Station Employes, a labor or- 
ganization ; 

This dispute has not heretofore been 
adjusted under the provisions of the Rail- 
way Labor Act, as amended; and 

This dispute, in the judgment of the 
National Mediation Board, threatens 
substantially to interrupt interstate com- 
merce to a degree such as to deprive a 
section of the country of essential trans- 
portation service; 

Now, THEREFORE, by the authority 
vested in me by Section 10 of the Railway 
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 160), 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

1-101. Establishment of Board. There 
is éstablished a board of three members to 
be appointed by the President to investi- 
gate this dispute. No member of the 
board shall be pecuniarily or otherwise 
interested in any organization of railroad 
employees or any carrier. 

1-102. Report. The board shall report 
its finding to the President with respect to 
the dispute within 30 days from the date 
of this Order. 

1-103. Maintaining Conditions. As pro- 
vided by Section 10 of the Railway Labor 
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Act, as amended, from this date and for 
30 days after the board has made its re- 
port to the President, no change, except by 
agreement, shall be made by the Norfolk 
and Western Railway Company, or by its 
employees, in the conditions out of which 
the dispute arose. 
Jummy CarTER 
The White House, 
September 28, 1978. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
5 p.m., September 28, 1978] 


Emergency Board in 
Railway Labor Dispute 


Appointment of the Membership. 
September 28, 1978 


The President today announced the 
appointment of the three members of the 
Emergency Board to investigate the Nor- 
folk and Western labor dispute. They are: 

Paul H. Hanlon, of Portland, Oreg., to 
be Chairman of the Emergency Board. 
Hanlon has served as Chairman of four 
previous Emergency Boards under the 
Railway Labor Act and is the impartial 
umpire under the Ford/United Auto 
Workers contract. He is a member and 
former officer of the National Academy of 
Arbitrators. 

Jerre S. Williams, of Austin, Tex. Wil- 
liams is a professor of law at the Univer- 
sity of Texas. He has previously served on 
Emergency Boards under the Railway 
Labor Act. He is vice president of the 
National Academy of Arbitrators and an 
author of several books on labor law. He 
was the first Chairman of the Administra- 
tive Conference of the United States, serv- 
ing from 1967 to 1970. 
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Jacob Seidenberg, of Falls Church, Va. 
Seidenberg is an attorney and holds a 
Ph. D. in economics. He is a former Chair- 
man of the Federal Impasse Service Panel, 
has served previously on Emergency 
Boards under the Railway Labor Act, and 
he is a member of the National Academy 
of Arbitrators. 


Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations 


Message to the Congress. 
September 28, 1978 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am today submitting to the Congress 
a proposal for legislation to extend for a 
brief period the authority of the Secretary 
of the Treasury under Section 303(d) of 
the Tariff Act of 1930 to waive the appli- 
cation of countervailing duties. I hope 


that the Congress will be able to enact 
the necessary legislation before adjourn- 
ment sine die. 


If not extended, the waiver authority 
will expire on January 2, 1979. This would 
seriously jeopardize satisfactory conclu- 
sion of the Multilateral Trade Negotia- 
tions (MTN) underway in Geneva. 
Unless the waiver authority is extended to 
cover the period during which the results 
of the MTN will be under review by the 
Congress, our ability to press ahead with 
the negotiations would be sharply limited. 

As stipulated by the Congress in the 
Trade Act of 1974, negotiation of a satis- 
factory code on subsidies and countervail- 
ing duties is a primary U.S. objective in 
the MTN. The United States is seeking 
through such a code improved discipline 
on the use of subsidies which adversely af- 
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fect trade. In our view, a satisfactory sub- 
sidy/countervailing duty code must 
include (1) new substantive rules on the 
use of internal and export subsidies which 
adequately protect United States agricul- 
tural and industrial trading interests in- 
sofar as they are adversely affected by 
such subsidies, and (2) more effective 
provisions on notification, consultation 
and dispute settlement that will provide 
for timely resolution of disputes involving 
the use of subsidies in international trade. 

My Special Representative for Trade 
Negotiations has informed me that the 
prospects for reaching agreement by year 
end on a subsidy/countervailing duty code 
which meets basic U.S. objectives are 
good—provided that the waiver authority 
can be extended until such a code has 
been submitted to, and acted upon, by the 
Congress under the procedures of the 
Trade Act of 1974. In this connection, the 
legislation I am proposing would provide 
that the countervailing duty waiver au- 
thority will expire as scheduled on Jan- 
uary 2, 1979, unless we are able to report 
to the Congress before that date that a 
subsidy /countervailing duty code has been 
negotiated among the key countries par- 
ticipating in the MTN and that the MTN 
itself has been substantially concluded. 

Under the countervailing duty waiver 
authority, the imposition of countervailing 
duties may be waived in a specific case 
only if “adequate steps have been taken 
to eliminate or substantially reduce the 
adverse effect” of the subsidy in question. 
This provision and the other limitations 
on the use of the waiver authority which 
are currently in the law would continue 
in effect if the waiver authority is ex- 
tended. Thus, U.S. producers and workers 
will continue to be adequately protected 
from the adverse effects of subsidized 
competition. 
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A successful conclusion to the MTN is 
essential to U.S. economic policy. If the 
waiver authority is not extended, such a 
successful conclusion will, as I have noted, 
be seriously jeopardized. Accordingly, I 
urge the Congress to act positively upon 
this legislative proposal as quickly as 
possible. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
September 28, 1978. 


PROPOSED LEGISLATION 


Section 303 of the Tariff Act of 1930 
(19 U.S.C. 1303) as amended, is further 
amended by adding the following new 
sentence at the end of Subsection (d) (2). 


“The four-year period specified in the 
first sentence of this paragraph shall be ex- 
tended until August 1, 1979, provided that 
before January 3, 1979, the President in- 
forms both Houses of Congress that agree- 
ment on a code governing the use of sub- 
sidies and countervailing duties has been 
reached and that the Multilateral Trade Ne- 
gotiations as a whole have been substantially 
completed and provided further that any 
determination by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury made pursuant to this section and in 
effect on January 2, 1979, shall, notwith- 
standing any expiration date set forth 
therein, remain in effect until August 1, 1979, 
unless prior thereto the Secretary has reason 
to, and does, revoke such determination.” 


Department of Education 
Legislation 


Statement on Senate Action on the Bill. 
September 28, 1978 


I welcome the Senate’s passage of the 
department of education bill. 

Education is a key factor in the develop- 
ment not only of individual citizens but of 
the country as a whole. Yet it is often 
overlooked, or at best given second-rate 
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attention, in important policy discussion. 
I believe that this is unacceptable in a 
nation where all levels of government 
spend ever-increasing amounts of money 
for education while getting less results in 
the actual performance of our students. 


Creation of a department of education, 
which I set as a priority in this year’s State 
of the Union address, is one important 
step we can take to improve education in 
America. It will bring to the Cabinet the 
leadership needed to direct broad atten- 
tion to education matters. It will establish 
Cabinet-level accountability for Federal 
education programs, exposing them to far 
greater scrutiny by the President, the Con- 
gress, and the public. 

Decisions on the running of local school 
systems need to be made at the community 
level, as close as possible to the control of 
the parents themselves. A department of 
education will enable the Federal Govern- 
ment to do a better job of helping States 
and local communities carry out their edu- 
cational responsibilities. 

I want to thank Majority Leader Byrd 
and Chairman Ribicoff for their leader- 
ship in gaining Senate passage of the de- 
partment of education bill. I urge the 
House of Representatives to act promptly 
on this measure. 


NOTE: The statement was released on Septem- 
ber 29. 


Death of Pope John Paul I 


Statement by the President. 
September 29, 1978 


It was with deep sadness that I learned 
of the sudden death of PopeJohn Paul I. 
In the brief weeks of his reign, Pope John 
Paul captured the imagination of his 
Church and of the world. He held out the 
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promise of combining his predecessors’ 
finest qualities, reaffirming what is endur- 
ing and strong in the Catholic tradition, 
while expanding the frontiers of the 
Church to cope with the needs of the 
modern world. The warmth of his per- 
sonality, and his understanding of the 
lives of ordinary people, were evident to 
all. We are all made poorer by his death. 


Office of Management 
and Budget 


Nomination of John Patrick White To Be 
Deputy Director. September 29, 1978 


President Carter today announced that 
he will nominate John Patrick White to 
be Deputy Director of the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget. White, since May 
1977, has been Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense for Manpower, Reserve Affairs and 
Logistics. 

White was born in Syracuse, N.Y., on 
February 27, 1938. He received his un- 
dergraduate degree in industrial and la- 
bor relations from Cornell University in 
1959, his masters degree in economics 
and public administration from Syracuse 
University in 1964, and his doctorate in 
economics from Syracuse in 1969. 

From 1969 to 1977, White was with the 
the Rand Corp., Santa Monica, Calif. 
He was a member of Rand’s board of 
trustees and served as senior vice presi- 
dent from 1975 to 1977. 

From 1964 to 1968, White was on the 
faculty of Le Moyne College in Syra- 
cuse, N.Y. He served with the Marine 
Corps from 1959 to 1961. 

White is married to the former Eliza- 
beth Lucille Michaud. They live in Mc- 
Lean, Va., and have four children. 
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Department of the Interior 


Nomination of Larry E. Meierotto To Be an 
Assistant Secretary. September 29, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Larry E. Meierotto, of 
Washington, D.C., to be an Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Interior. He would replace 
Ronald Coleman, resigned. 

Meierotto was born October 8, 1945, in 
Dallas, Oreg. He received a B.A. from the 
University of Portland in 1967. 

In 1971 Meierotto served as assistant 
director for administrative services for the 
State of Idaho, and in 1972 he was special 
assistant to the Governor of Idaho and 
special assistant to the budget director. 
In 1974 he was a planner with the Idaho 
Department of Environmenial and Com- 
munity Services, and later served as co- 
ordinator of then-Governor Cecil Andrus’ 
reelection campaign. 

In 1975 Meierotto was director of spe- 
cial projects for the Pacific Northwest Re- 
gional Commission. In 1976 he served as 
special assistant to then-Governor Andrus. 
In January 1977 he moved to Washington 
to serve as Special Assistant to Secretary 
of the Interior Andrus. Since August 1977 
he has been Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Policy, Budget and Administration. 


Rural Electrification 
Administration 


Nomination of Robert W. Feragen To Be 
Administrator. September 29, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Robert W. Feragen, of 
Reston, Va., to be Administrator of the 
Rural Electrification Administration for a 
term of 10 years. He would replace David 
Hamil, resigned. 

Feragen was born January 28, 1925, in 
Minot, N. Dak. He received a B.A. (1950) 
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and M.F.A. (1952) from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1943 to 1946. 

Between 1952 and 1961, Feragen was 
an assistant professor at Texas A&M Col- 
lege and at the State University of New 
York. From 1961 to 1963, he was informa- 
tion director for the East River Electric 
Power Cooperative in Madison, S. Dak., 
and from 1963 to 1971, he was informa- 
tion director for the Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative in Bismarck, N. Dak. 

Feragen was general manager of the 
Northeast Public Power Association in 
Littleton, Mass., from 1971 to 1974, and 
general manager of Massachusetts Mu- 
nicipal Wholesale Electric Co. from 1974 
to 1978. Since earlier this year he has 
been Deputy Administrator of the Rural 
Electrification Administration. 

Feragen is a member of the American 
Public Power Association and chairman 
of its legislative and resolutions commit- 
tee. He served on the Governor’s Commis- 
sion on Public Power in Massachusetts. 


Consumer Product 
Safety Commission 


Nomination of Samuel D. Zagoria To Be a 
Member. September 29, 1978 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Samuel D. Zagoria, of Col- 
lege Park, Md., to be a member of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
He would replace John Byington, who 
has _ resigned. 

Zagoria was born April 9, 1919, in 
Somerville, N.J. From 1946 to 1955, he 
was a reporter and editor for the Wash- 
ington Post. He was a Nieman Fellow at 
Harvard University in 1954. 

From 1955 to 1965, Zagoria was ad- 
ministrative assistant to Senator Clifford 
P. Case. He was a member of the National 
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Labor Relations Board from 1965 to 1969. 
Since 1969 he has been director of the 
Labor-Management Relations Service, 
sponsored by the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors to provide local governments with 
information on municipal labor-manage- 
ment relations. 

Zagoria is the author of numerous 
articles and the editor of the book “Public 
Workers and Public Unions.” 


Federal Employees Flexible 
and Compressed Work 
Schedules Act of 1978 


Statement on Signing H.R. 7814 Into Law. 
September 29, 1978 


It gives me great pleasure today to sign 
into law the Federal Employees Flexible 
and Compressed Work Schedules Act of 
1978, which will permit Federal agencies 
to experiment with alternatives to the 
traditional 5-day, 40-hour week. I con- 
gratulate Representatives Patricia Schroe- 
der, Stephen Solarz, and Gladys Spellman, 
and Senators Gaylord Nelson, Thomas 
Eagleton, and Jacob Javits, for their 
leadership on this bill. I add my special 
thanks to committee chairman Robert 
Nix, Abraham Ribicoff, and Harrison 
Williams. I would also like to thank 
Herbert Harris and Joseph Fisher for 
their support of this bill. 

During the campaign I made a promise 
to encourage the introduction of more 
flexible work alternatives to benefit, 
among others, persons with children, stu- 
dents, and the older or handicapped 
worker. I am pleased that the Congress 
also recognized the potential of flexible 
work arrangements and has now given me 
the opportunity to carry out that cam- 
paign pledge. 
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We hope that flexible work schedules 
will increase Government productivity 
and responsiveness to public needs and 
provide a new pool of talent for Govern- 
ment service. We expect that some Fed- 
eral agencies will remain open to serve 
the public for a greater number of hours 
each day by using flexible time schedules. 

We also will be studying the impact of 
these work schedule alternatives on the 
use of mass transportation facilities and 
energy conservation. Finally, we believe 
that the quality of individual, family, and 
working life can be improved when per- 
sons are given some voice in the selection 
of their work arrangements. 

While the advantages appear to be sub- 
stantial, these schedules have not yet been 
tested within the full range of environ- 
ments that characterize Federal employ- 
ment. Therefore, before making a deci- 
sion to amend Federal laws permanently, 
this legislation wisely establishes an ex- 
perimental period of 3 years during which 
we can evaluate various innovations in a 
large number of agencies. 

This bill also contains a very important 
provision, introduced by Representative 
Solarz, which would allow a Federal em- 
ployee whose personal religious beliefs 
may occasionally require absence from 
work to request overtime to make up the 
time lost. Such overtime work would be 
compensated with an equal amount of 
time off, in lieu of overtime pay. I am 
especially pleased that this provision 
comes in time for the High Holy Days of 
the Jewish faith. Congressman Solarz de- 
serves special commendation for his sen- 
sitivity to this religious problem and for 
his innovative solution. The Civil Service 
Commission will immediately issue in- 
terim regulations implementing the com- 
pensatory time-off provisions. 

NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 7814 is Public Law 
95-390, approved September 29. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the 
President’s daily schedule and other items 
of general interest as announced by the 
White House Press Office during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue. Events and an- 
nouncements printed elsewhere in the 
issue are not included. 

September 23 

The President met at the White House 
with Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs. 
September 25 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Vice President Walter F. Mondale, 
Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance, 
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown, 
Hamilton Jordan, Assistant to the 
President, and Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—the Cabinet; 

—Ambassador Andrew Young, U.S. 
Representative to the United Na- 
tions; 

—Representatives Thomas A. Luken 
and Willis D. Gradison of Ohio and 
baseball player Pete Rose; 

—Vice President Mondale; 

—Senator Edward M. Kennedy of 
Massachusetts ; 

—Representative John Conyers, Jr., of 
Michigan. 

The President announced the delega- 
tion to the ceremonies celebrating the in- 
dependence, within the British Common- 
wealth, of the Government of Tuvalu. 
The ceremonies are scheduled for Sep- 


tember 29 to October 1 in Funafuti. © 


Tuvalu is in the South Pacific. The dele- 
gation will be: 


EuizaABETH G. STEVENS, who is active in civic 
affairs and politics in Washington, D.C., and 
will head the delegation; 
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Joun P. Conpon, U.S. Ambassador to the 
Dominion of Fiji; 

Leo J. Moser, political adviser to the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Pacific Forces in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

The President attended a portion of the 
reception hosted by members of his family 
on the South Grounds of the White 
House for supporters of the 1976 Presi- 
dential campaign. 


September 26 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—David L. Aaron, Deputy Assistant 
for National Security Affairs; 

—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison; 

—the Democratic congressional 
leadership ; 

—the Congressional Black Caucus; 

—Vice President Mondale, Frank C. 
Carlucci, Deputy Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence, Dr. Brzezinski, 
and Mr. Jordan; 

—Mrs. Carter, Harold Hughes, direc- 
tor, and Douglas E. Coe, executive 
director, of the Fellowship Founda- 
tion; 

—James T. McIntyre, Jr., Director of 
the Office of Management and 
Budget; 

—Members of Congress, representa- 
tives of business and labor, and ad- 
ministration officials to discuss 
United States export policy. 


The President attended a portion of 
the briefing on hospital cost containment 
legislation given by administration offi- 
cials in the East Room at the White 
House. 

September 27 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 


—Mr. Moore; 
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—a group of Members of Congress to 
discuss the public works appropria- 
tions legislation; 

—Charles L. Schultze, Chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advisers, 
and Vice President Mondale; 

—Senator J. Bennett Johnston of 
Louisiana. 

The President attended a portion of 
the reception for presidents of the U.S. 
Jaycees in the White House Family 
Theater. 


September 28 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Mr. Moore; 

—Secretary of Transportation Brock 
Adams, Senator Howard W. Cannon, 
and Representatives Harold T. John- 
son and Glenn M. Anderson, to dis- 
cuss issues concerning the airlines; 

—Eric G. Sandstrom, commander-in- 
chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars. 


The President attended a portion of the 
reception held for United States religious 
leaders on the State Floor of the White 
House. The President has designated El- 
wood T. Driver, a member of the Na- 
tional Transportation Safety Board, to be 
Vice Chairman of the Board. 


September 29 


The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Mr. Moore; 

—Secretary Brown, Gen. David C. 
Jones, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, and other Defense Depart- 
ment officials, Frank Press, Director 
of the Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy, and Mr. McIntyre; 

—members of the National Association 
of Farm Broadcasters (transcript will 
be printed next week). 


—Vice President Mondale and the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 


The President attended a portion of the 
briefing on energy given by administra- 
tion officials for representatives of farm 
organizations in the East Room at the 
White House. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of the members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or nomi- 
nations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted September 26, 1978 


The following-named persons to be Representa- 
tives and Alternate Representatives of the 
United States of America to the Twentieth 
Session of the General Conference of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization: 

Representatives: 

Joun E. Rernuaropt, of Maryland 

EsTEBAN Epwarp Torres, of Virginia 

Hate Cuampion, of the District of 
Columbia 

Saray G. Power, of Michigan 

Wiiu1am Attwoop, of Connecticut 


Alternate Representatives: 


MaTHILDE Krim, of New York 

Joseru D. Durrey, of the District of 
Columbia 

Maurics A. Ferre, of Florida 

ArtHuR K. Sotomon, of Massachusetts 

Le1La Fraser, of Wisconsin 


Submitted September 27, 1978 


B. Avant EpDENFIELD, of Georgia, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis- 
trict of Georgia, vice Alexander A. Law- 
rence, retired. 

CoLonet Joun Mivey Apsit, 397—28—2973, 
United States Army, to be a member of the 
California Debris Commission, under the 
provisions of Section 1 of the Act of Congress 
approved 1 March 1893 (27 Stat. 507) (33 
U.S.C. 661), vice Colonel Henry Augustus 
Flertzheim, Jr., reassigned. 
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NOMINATIONS—Continued 
Submitted September 27—Continued 


Donatp E. O’Brien, of Iowa, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern and 
Southern Districts of Iowa, vice William C. 
Hanson, retired. 


Submitted September 29, 1978 


Larry E. MererotT0, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be an Assistant Secretary of the In- 
terior, vice Ronald G. Coleman, resigned. 

Rosert W. FERAGEN, of Virginia, to be Admin- 
istrator of the Rural Electrification Admin- 
istration for a term of 10 years, vice David 
Hamil, resigned. 

SAMUEL D. Zacorta, of Maryland, to be a 
Commissioner of the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission for the remainder of the 
term expiring October 26, 1978, vice S. John 
Byington, resigned. 

SaAMuEL D. Zacorta, of Maryland, to be a 
Commissioner of the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission for a term of 7 years 
from October 27, 1978 (reappointment). 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released September 22, 1978 


Fact sheet: Federal-State partnership in rural 
development to achieve balanced growth (in 
North Carolina) 


Released September 25, 1978 


News conference: on hospital cost containment 
legislation—by Joseph A. Califano, Jr., Sec- 
retary of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Robert S. Strauss, Special Representative for 
Trade Negotiations, James T. McIntyre, Jr., 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, and Charles L. Schultze, Chairman 
of the Council of Economic Advisers 

News conference: on the installation of a solar 
energy system on the West Wing of the 
White House—by Omi Walden, Assistant 
Secretary of Energy, and Hugh A. Carter, 
Jr., Special Assistant to the President for 
Administration 


CHECKLIST—Continued 


Released September 26, 1978 

News conference: on U.S. export policy—by 
Juanita M. Kreps, Secretary of Commerce 

Released September 27, 1978 

Announcement: nomination of Donald E. 
O’Brien to be United States District Judge 
for the Northern and Southern District of 
Towa 

Announcement: nomination of B. Avant Eden- 
field to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Georgia 





ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


Approved September 26, 1978 


Public Law 95-384 

International Security Assistance Act of 1978. 

. 3119 Public Law 95-385 

An act to transfer certain real property of the 

United States to the District of Columbia 
Redevelopment Land Agency. 


Public Law 95-386 
An act to enhance the flexibility of contrac- 
tual authority of the Temporary Commis- 
sion on Financial Oversight of the District of 
Columbia. 


Approved September 27, 1978 


S. 1103 Public Law 95-387 
District of Columbia Reciprocal Tax Col- 
lection Act. 








Public Law 95-388 
An act to change the name of the District 
of Columbia Bail Agency to the District of 
Columbia Pretrial Services Agency. 


Approved September 29, 1978 


S.J. Res. 133 Public Law 95-389 
A joint resolution to authorize and request 
the President to issue a proclamation desig- 
nating September 24, 1978, as “National 
Good Neighbor Day’. 


H.R. 7814 Public Law 95-390 
Federal Employees Flexible and Compressed 
Work Schedules Act of 1978. 
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Directors, member. 1478, 1485 
Health, Education, and Welfare De- 
partment 
Commissioner of Social Security___ 1468, 


1471 
Office of Consumer Affairs, Direc- 
tor 1418 
Inter-American Council on Education, 
Science and Culture, head of U.S. 
delegation, rank of Ambassador_-_ 1516 
Inter-American Economic and Social 
Council, head of U.S. delegation, 
rank of Ambassador 
Interior Department, Bureau of Mines, 
Director 1269, 1279 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
22d Session of the General Confer- 
ence, U.S. Representatives and 
Alternate Representatives___ 1426, 1458 
International Communication Agency, 
Associate Directors 1400, 
International Monetary Fund, U.S. 
Alternate Governor. 1515, 1516 
Law Enforcement Assistance Adminis- 
tration, Administrator and Deputy 
Administrators 1538, 1572 
Mississippi River Commission, mem- 
ber 1279 
Mutual and Balanced Force Reduc- 
tions, rank of Minister. 
National Advisory Council on Indian 
Education, members 
National Commission on Libraries and 
Information Science, member 














1516 





1407 





National Corporation for Housing 
Partnerships, Board of Directors, 
members 1500, 1506 

National Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee, members 1467, 1564 

National Labor Relations Board, 
member 1468, 1471 
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National Railroad Passenger Corpora- 

tion, Board of Directors, member_—~ 1512, 
1517 
1407 


1511 


Navy, United States, Supreme Allied 
Commander, Atlantic 
Presidential Commission on World 
Hunger, members 
President's Commission on the Coal 
Industry 
Coordinator of Labor Relations Pro- 
grams _ 
Members 
Staff Director 
President’s Commission on Foreign 
Language and International Studies, 
members 
President’s Commission on Pension 
Policy, Chairman and member 
President’s Commission on Personnel 
Interchange, Executive Director___ 
President’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports, Chairman 1341, 
Sabine River Compact Administration, 
Federal Representative 
Securities Investor Protection Corpo- 
ration, Director 1483, 
South Pacific Commission, U.S. Alter- 
nate Representative 
State Department 
Agency for International Develop- 
ment, Assistant Administrator___ 1343, 
1346 
Assistant Secretary. 1509, 1516 
Superior Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia, Associate Judge 1533, 1572 
Tennessee Valley Authority, Board of 
Directors, member 1449, 1458 
Transportation Department, Federal 
Highway Administration, Adminis- 
trator 1357, 1381 
Truckee, Carson and Walker Rivers 
Lake Tahoe Compact, U.S. Fed- 
eral Representative 
United Nations 
Alternate U.S. Representative for 
Special Political Affairs____ 1528, 1572 
General Assembly, 33d Session, U.S. 
Representatives and Alternate 
Representatives 
United Service Organizations, Inc. 
Board of Governors, members____ 
Corporation, members 
U.S. attorney, New York 
US. circuit judges 
Eighth circuit 
Fourth circuit 
US. district judges 
Arkansas 
California 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Illinois 
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U.S. district judges—Continued 
Michigan 1345, 1346 
Nevada 1346 
Pennsylvania 1381 
Tennessee ~~~ 1381 
Utah 1485 
United States 

















International Trade 
1458 


1407 
1346 
1572 
1407 


Commission, member 
U.S. marshals 

Alabama 

Michigan 

Mississippi ~~~ 

Utah 














a 
United States Parole Commission, 
Commissioner 1503, 1506 
United States Railway Association 
Board of Directors 
1345 
1381 
United States Section of the Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission, Com- 
missioner 
White House staff, Special Assistants 
to the President 1407, 1484 
Withdrawal, Federal Election Com- - 
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mission, member. 


1571 





Arkansas 

Disaster declaration 

USS. district judge 
Armed Forces, United States 

Defense Department appropriation 

authorization bill_ 1438, 1439, 1447-1449 

NATO forces 2 

Promotion and disability separation 

limitations 

U.S.S. Mississippi, remarks. 

Armed Forces promotion and disability 
separation limitations 
Arms and weapons 
See also Strategic arms limitation talks 
Defense Department appropriation 
authorization bill_ 1443, 1444, 1447-1449 

NATO equipment 1290, 1292, 1297 

Nuclear nonproliferation 1309 
Arnold. Richard S 1458, 1459 
Asad, Hafiz al- 1554 
Asencio, Diego C_ 1380 
Asian Americans___ 1380 
Asian Nations, Association of South- 

East ee 1378 
Askew, Gov. Reubin 1506 
Association of South-East Asian Na- 

tions 1378 
Attantie Gity, Nye 1542-1555 
Atomic Energy Agency, International. 1426, 


1571 
1459 


1541 























Avant, Clarence 
Aviation Facilities Experimental Center, 
National —__ 


Aviation Year and Wright Brothers Day, 
National 
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Awards and Citations 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 


Backley, Richard V 
Baker, Harold A_-- i 
Baker, Sen. Howard H., Jr 
Bakke case 
Baldus, Repr. Alvin 
Balloon crossing, transatlantic 
Barcelo, Gov. Carlos Romero 
Bario, Patricia Y_ 
Baumann, Carol E 
Becker, Ernest_ 
Bedell, Repr. Berkley 
Beef 
Columbia, Mo., Midcontinent Farmers 
Association, remarks 
Industry 
Begin, Menahem 1227, 
1348, 1393, 1406, 1440, 1442, 1496, 
1497, 1501, 1505-1507, 1515, 1519, 
1521-1523, 1533-1537, 1554, 1566- 
1568, 1571 
Behen, John V 1380 
Bell, Griffin B 1242, 1328 
oo eee 


Bennett, Jack___ 
Benton, Charles William 1454, 1458 
a, SOTO, 


Bergland, Bob a 
1391, 1420, 1422, 1424 


1270, 1279 
__ 1407 
1458, 1477 
1230, 1320 
1237 
1449 
1336 
1496 
1514 
__ 1240 
1237 









































Berlin 
Airlift Memorial 
Four Powers meeting 
Protest of President’s visit 
Town meeting_ 
Bevill, Repr. Tom____ 
Bigjim, Frederick S 
Bildner, Albert 


Bill Signings 


Agricultural Credit Act of 1978, re- 
marks and statement 1375, 1376 
American Indian Religious Freedom 
Act, statement 1417 
Civil service retirement credit for Jap- 
anese Americans interned during 
World War II, statement 
Days of remembrance of victims of 
the Holocaust, statement 
District of Columbia Appropriations 
Act, statement ae 
Federal recreation and historic sites in 
Georgia and Kansas, remarks_ 1424, 1471 
Federal-State cooperative forestry pro- 
grams, statement 
Fishery Conservation and Manage- 
ment Act of 1976 amendment, state- 
ment 1479 
Grazing fee moratorium, statement__ 1331 
Intelligence and Intelligence-Related 
Activities Authorization Act of 1979, 
statement a . 1929 
National P.O.W.-M.I.A. Recognition 
Day, statement 145 
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New York City Loan Guarantee Act of 

1978 397, 1407 
1978 Interim Reciprocal Fisheries 

Agreement with Canada, statement_ 1234 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act 

Amendments of 1978, statement___ 1530 

1237 

1492 





Small Business Energy Loan Act, 
statement 





Bingham, Eula 
Black Caucus, Congressional 
Blaylock, Ken 
Blumenthal, W. Michael 
1380, 1399, 1407, 1426, 1441, 
Boise, Idaho 
Bolling, Repr. Richard 
Bonn Economic Summit Conference 
Concluding remarks 1309, 1333 
Joint declaration 1310 
Meeting with Members of Congress. 1332 
Post-conference comments 1316 
Pre-conference comments 1267, 
1282, 1284, 1287, 1292 
Remarks with reporters 
Terrorism statement 
White House statement 
Bordeaux, Lionel 
Borlaug, Norman E 1511 
Bosworth, Barry P 1327, 1494, 1495 
Bourne, Dr. Peter G_ 1322, 1326, 1329, 1334 
Bowers, Karl Smith 1357, 1381 
Boyer, Ernest L 1514 
Boyle, Patricia J. E 1345, 1346 
Bradley, Bill_ 1551 
Bradley, Thomas 1333 
Breeder reactor program 1469, 
1471, 1473, 1477 
1260 


Brezhnev, L. I 
Broadcasting, Corporation for Public____ 1426, 
1458 
1511 
1317, 1406, 1570 
1538, 1572 

1278, 

1406, 1457, 1484, 























1360 
1419 























Brooks, David W-_ 
Brooks, Repr. Jack 
Broome, Homer F., Jr 
Brown, Harold 
1333, 1379, 1380, 
1506, 1516 
Brzezinski, Zbigniew 1278, 
1279, 1332, 1333, 1379, 1380, 1405, 
1406, 1457, 1471, 1484, 1485, 1505, 
1506, 1515, 1516, 1538, 1571 
Budget 
Efforts to balance 
1352, 1388, 
1552 
Federal spending 
Government travel costs 1483 
Rescission 1321 
Research and development____ 1416, 1417 
Zero-base budgeting 1422 
Bullard, Betty M 1514 
Burdick, Sen. Quentin N 
Bureau. See other part of title 
Bureaucracy, Federal 














1327, 
1423, 1441, 1549, 


1233, 1318 











1347, 1388, 1409 
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Burke, James E 1360, 1381 
Burma, Ambassador to U.S_------___ 1380 
Burnet, Alastair 1252, 1255, 1258 
Burton, Repr. Phillip 5 
Business and industry 
Anti-inflation policy support 
Interview 
Leaders, meeting with the President_ 1380 
Natural gas legislation 
Representatives, natural gas legisla- 
tion briefing 
Urban policy, Executive order 
Voluntary wage and price control___ 1327, 
1352; 1423 
Byrd, Sen. Robert C 1278, 
1467, 1468, 1570 


Cabinet, meetings with the President____ 1278, 
1344, 1405, 1406 
Califano, Joseph A., Jr 


400; 
1325, 1344, 1386 


California 
Proposition 13 
U.S. district judge 

Callaghan, James 1308, 1310, 

Cambodia, Trading With the Enemy Act, 
embargo regulations 


1278, 1333, 1344, 1345, 
1505, 1515 
Camp David, Md., summit meeting. See 
under Middle East 
Campbell, Alan K _~ 1362, 1407 
Canada 
Bonn Economic Summit Conference_ 1310, 
1311 


1229, 1354 
1407 


1333 





1379, 1407, 





Fishery agreement 
Prime Minister Pierre 
deau 
Cane Safety Day, White 
Capital gains tax 
Captive Nations Week 
Carey, Gov. Hugh L 
Carlucci, Frank C_ 
Carr, Repr. Bob 
Carroll, Gov. Julian M 
Carroon, Lamar E 
Carson and Walker Rivers and Lake Ta- 
hoe Compact, Truckee 
Carter, Amy 1293, 1295, 1296, 1300 
Carter, Lillian 1279, 1280 
Carter, Rosalynn einen, BOT 
1296, 1344, 1380, 1393, 1406, 1412, 
1413, 1429, 1457, 1506 
Case, Sen. Clifford P. 
Cassidy, Lee 
Castillo, Leonel J 
Cattle industry 
Celeste, Lt. Gov. and Mrs. Richard F___ 1278 
Central African Empire, U.S. Ambas- 
1562, 1572 


Elliott Tru- 
_ 1310, se 





1230, 1323, 1354 
a F251 
1393, 1399 
1436 








, 1485 
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_ 1466 
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Central Intelligence Agency 
Deputy Director__- 
Director 

1333, 
1571 
President’s remarks to employees 

CETA (Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act) 

Ch’ai Tse-min 

Chamberlain, Charles J 

Chapin, Harry 

Chaplin, George 

Chavis, Ben 

Chief of Protocol 

Child Health Day 

China, People’s Republic of 
Chief of the Liaison Office 
Performing Arts Company 
Science and technology mission, U-S. 

delegation 1278, 1280 
Trading With the Enemy Act, embargo 

regulations 
ihe 125 
USS. relations 1444, 1445 

Ching-Chung, Priscilla 1514 

Ciiippewa Srisane: 5 1344 

Christensen, Carrie Lynn 1333 

Christopher, Warren M 1340 

Citizenship Day and Constitution Week_ 1317 

Civil Aeronautics Board 





1344, 1380, 1435, 1436, 1457, 





7, 1263, 1276, 1322 


270, 
1279, 1511, 1516 
Civil Service Commission, United States. 
See United States Civil Service Com- 
mission 
Civil service retirement credit for Japan- 
ese Americans interned during World 
War II_- 
Civiletti, Benjamin R 
Claiborne, Harry E 
Clark, Sen. Dick 
Clauss, Carin Ann___ ba 
Clinch River Breeder Reactor Demon- 
stration Plant 1473, 1477 
Clusen, Ruth C 1268, 1279 
Coal 
Alternative fuel source 
Interview remarks 
Production 
Coal Industry, President’s Commission 
1349, 1500 
Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of 
1969, Federal 
Cohen, Marvin S 
Colleges and _ universities, 











tuition tax 


Colombia 
Inaugural ceremonies, 
tion 


U.S. delega- 


Columbus Day 
Combined Federal Campaign___ 1235, 1236 
Commemorative Presidential proclama- 

i 1532 
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Commerce, Department of 
Interagency Coordinating Council_._._ 1434 
Secretary ai BROt 

Commission. See other part of title 

Committee. See other part of title 

Commodity Credit Corporation 

Common Fund 

Communciation Agency, International__ 1400, 





Communism 
Community impact analyses, urban and_ 1428, 
1429, 1433 
Community Services Administration____ 1434 
Congress 
See also Congress, Communications to 
Action on administration’s proposals_ 
1317, 1318, 1324-1327, 1337, 
1375, 1377, 1378, 1409, 1424, 
1487-1489, 1492, 1493, 1551 
Camp David meeting on the Middle 
East, Joint Session of Congress. 1533 
District of Columbia representation__ 1465, 
1467 
1474 
1278 
branch 


1274, 
1351, 
1441, 


Elections 
Foreign policy briefing 
Intrusion into executive 
functions 
Members, meetings with the Presi- 
dent. See Digest of White House 
Announcements at the end of each 
issue 
Relationship with the President____ 
1442, 
Urban and community impact analy- 
~ oe 1428, 





1227 








Congress, Communications to 


See also Reorganization Plans 
ACTION, report_ 
Aeronautics and Space Report of the 
President 
Alaska Railroad, report 
Budget rescission, message 
Commodity Credit Corporation, re- 
port 
Council on Wage and Price Stability, 
report 
Cyprus conflict, report 
Defense Department 
Appropriation authorization 
veto message__ 
Military Award Program, report___ 
Equal rights amendment, letter to 
House Judiciary Committee mem- 
bers 
Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety 
Act of 1969, report 
Federal employees pay raise, message_ 
Highway Safety and National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Acts of 
1966, reports 
International Security Assistance Act 
of 1977, report 














bill, 
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Justice System Improvement Act of 
1978, proposed 1246 
Multilateral Export Controls, report__ 1278 
National Advisory Council on Eco- 
nomic Opportunity, report 
National Corporation for Housing 
Partnerships and the National Hous- 
ing Partnership, report 
National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska, 
reports 1345 
National Science Board, report 1358 
National Science Foundation, report. 1378 
Natural gas legislation, letter to mem- 
bers of the Senate on the conference 
committee report 1487 
1976 upland cotton program, report-_ 1571 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, re- 
ports, 1457 
President’s 1978 National Urban Pol- 
icy Report 1430 
Privacy Act of 1974, letter to Speaker 
of House and President of Senate__ 1321 
Radiation Control for Health and Safe- 
ty Act of 1968, report 
Railroad Retirement Board, report-__ 1438 
Reorganization of Federal audit and 
investigation functions, letter to Sen. 
Byrd 1570 
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation, report 
Sikes Act Amendments of 1978, veto 
message 
Trading With the Enemy Act, embargo 
regulations, letter to Speaker of 
House and President of Senate 1504 
Transportation Department 
Annual report 1345 
Military Award Program, report.. 1345 
Treaties and other international agree- 
ments, messages 
Hostile use of environmental modifi- 
cation techniques, convention___ 1564 
U.S.-Federal Republic of Germany 
social security agreement 
United States-Japan Cooperative Med- 
ical Science Program, report 1278 
Virgin Islands, proposed constitution__ 1556 


























Congressional Black Caucus 
Consumer Affairs, Office of 141 
Consumer Price Jndex 1353, 1489 
Continental Shelf Lands Act Amend- 
ments of 1978, Outer. 
Cook, Julian A., Jr 
Cooke, Goodwin 
Cooke, Terence Cardinal 
Cooper, Richard N 
Corcoran, Thomas J., Jr 
Core, Jesse 
Corman, Repr. James C 1452 
Corn, Robert K 1340 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting____ cae 


1345, 1346 
1562, 1572 
1400 
1351 
1467 
1500 
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Corrections, National Institute of 
Costanza, Margaret_.. 1335, 1336, 1358, 
Cotton program, 1976 upland 
Council. See other part of title 
Courts, United States 
Superior Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia, Associate Judge-_-_ 1533, 
U.S. attorney, New York 1333, 1334 
US. circuit judges 
Eighth circuit 
Fourth circuit 
U.S. district judges 
Arkansas 
California 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Nevada 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Utah 
U.S. marshals 
Alabama ~— _. 1407 
Michigan =. hae 
Mississippi 1572 
Utah ae ae 
Cowan, Geoffrey 1426, 1458 
Cowley, Dr. R. Adams 
Cranston, Sen. Alan 
Crime. See Law enforcement and crime 
Cuba 
Africa, involvement in 
Trading With the Enemy Act, embargo 
regulations 
Cutler, Lloyd 
Cutter, W. Bowman 
Cyprus 
Conflict 
News conference remarks 1327 
Settlement negotiations 1331 
U.S. arms embargo against Turkey_ 1337, 
1357 


1381 
1333, 1334 


1458, 1459 
1407 
1572 
Sa Nee 
1407 
1345, 1346 
1346 
1381 
1381 
1485 
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1573 








1481 





Czechoslovakia, Trading With the Enemy 
Act, embargo regulations 


Dalberth, Louis 
Danforth, Sen. John C 
Darden, W. Boone 
Dayan, Moshe = 1506, 1516 
Days of remembrance of victims of the 
Holocaust 1529 
Dean, John Gunther 1513, 1572 
Dean, Jonathan 1516 
Defense, Department of 
Appropriation authorization bill 
1439, 1443, 1447, 
Military Award Program 1345 
Secretary 1278, 
1333, 1379, 1380, 1406, 1457, 1484, 
1506, 1516 
Sikes Act activities 
Under Secretary 























1250 
1265, 1279 





Defense appropriation authorization 
bill. See under Defense, Department 
of 
Defense and national security 
Defense Department appropriation 
authorization bill_ 1438, 1439, 1447-1449 
Wilson, N.C., Democratic rally, re- 
marks 1388 
Democratic National Committee 1345 
Democratic Party 
Denver, John 
Der Spiegel Magazine 
Derwinski, Repr. Edward J 
Developing countries 
Bonn Economic Summit Conference__ 1309, 
1313, 1314 
1541 
1406 








United Nations Day. 
Dion, Jerrold Mark__ 


Disaster declarations 











1470 
Arkansas 1571 
Louisiana 
Minnesota 
Northern Mariana Islands 
Texas 
Wisconsin 
Discount rate increase 
District of Columbia 
Appropriations act 
Congressional representation___1465, 1467 
Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia, Associate Judge--_1533, 1572 
U.S. district judge 1572 
Dobelle, Edith Huntington Jones 1458 
Dogin, Henry S 1538, 1572 
Dollar, U.S., value 1254, 
1290, 1352, 1411, 1427, 1441, 1487, 
1489, 1546 
Dominican Republic 
Inaugural ceremonies, U.S. delega- 
tion 
U.S. Ambassador_ 
Double Eagle II__ wae 
Downey, Repr. Thomas J 
Dresser sale to Soviet Union 
Drug Abuse, National Institute on____ 1329 
Drug Abuse Control, United Nations 
Fund for_ 


Drug Abuse Policy, Office of 



































1322, 
1326, 1329, 1334 
Drug Enforcement Administration 329 
Drugs and narcotics, news conference 
remarks 1329 


1380, 1570 
1383 





Eagleton, Sen. Thomas F 
Eastland, Sen. James O 
Economic Advisers, Council of, Chair- 


1 
1495 


1333, 1345, 1351, 1381, 1457, 
Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment, Organization for 1313, 1314 
Economic Opportunity, National Ad- 
visory Council on 


1278 
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Economic and Social Council, Inter- 
American 
Economy, international. 
tional commerce 
Edmo, Maxine R 
Education 
See also Colleges and universities 
Parochial school assistance 
Education, Science and Culture, Inter- 
American Council on 
Education department, proposed 
Edwards, Repr. Don 
Edwards, Repr. Jack 
Egypt 
Camp David summit meeting. See 
under Middle East 
Deputy Prime Minister 1506, 1554 
Foreign Minister 0 
Interview remarks 1227 
President Anwar al-Sadat 1348, 1393, 
1406, 1440, 1442, 1496, 1497, 1501, 
1505, 1506, 1515, 1519-1523, 1533- 
1537, 1554, 1566-1568, 1571 
Ehrenfeld, Mikki A 
Eisenhower, Mamie 
Eizenstat, Stuart E 





See Interna- 

















1341 
1239 








Election Commission, Federal____ 1418, 1458 
Emergency declarations 

New York 

North Dakota 
Emergency Management Agency, Fed- 

eral 1393 
Emmitsburg, Md 1239 


Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act Transfers 1401, 1407, 1555 
Employment and unemployment 
Atlantic City, N.J. 
Democratic campaign luncheon, re- 
marks 1552 
United Steelworkers of America con- 
vention, remarks 1545, 1547, 1548 
Bonn Economic Summit Conference. 1310 
Employment and _ producer 
figures 
Federal employment prospects 
Interview remarks S : 
1352, 1410, 1411, 1490, 1493, 1494 
Labor Day, message 1483, 1484 
Urban policy, Executive orders. 1428-1430 
White House Seminar 
Wilson, N.C., Democratic rally, re- 
marks 
Women 
Energy 
See also Nuclear energy; specific re- 
source 
Governors, meeting with the Presi- 
dent 1480, 1485 
Interview remarks 1349, 1411 
National plan 1253, 
ty 1276, 1324, 1441, 1487, 1489, 


1405 
1278 



































Energy—Continued 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act 
Amendments of 1978 
President’s visit to Federal Republic 
of Germany, comments and discus- 
sions 1301, 1307, 1309, 
Research and development 
Energy, Department of 
Assistant Secretaries____ 1268, 1279, 
Deputy Inspector General ; 
Energy management in the Federal 
Government, report 
Environmental quality 
Interagency Coordinating Council___ 1434 
Secretary 1350, 
1381, 1453, 1459, 1469, 1471, 1477, 
1478 
Environmental Protection Agency 1414, 1434 
Environmental Quality, Council on 2 





Equal Employment Opportunity Com- 
mission____ 1412, 1510, 1516, 1539, 1572 
Equal rights amendment 126 
1335, 1406, 141 
1563 
1302 
1340 


6, 
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Ertel, Repr. Allen E 
Eurocommunism 
Europe, Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in 
Europe, Western 
See also North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
ization 
Interview remarks 
European Economic Community. 1296, 
1310, 1312, 1315 
1474 











1260 





Evans, Gov. John V. 
Executive Orders 


Airport and Airway Development Act 
functions (EO 12079) 1 

Armed Forces promotion and disability 
separation limitations (EO 12082) 

Commemorative Presidential procla- 
mations (EO 12080) 

Executive Schedule (EO 12076)____ 

Federal procurement in labor surplus 
areas (EO 12073) 

Federal space management 
12072) 

Interagency Coordinating Council 
(EO 12075) 1429, 

Naturalization based on military serv- 
ice (EO 12081) 

Presidential Commission on World 
Hunger (EO 12078) 

President’s Commission on Pension 
Policy (EO 12071) 

Sessums, Roy T., exemption from 
mandatory retirement (EO 12077)_ 

Urban and community impact analy- 
ses (EO 12074) 1429, 1433 


Executive Schedule 1454 


Fahd Bin Abdal -Aziz al-Saud 
Faith, Robert 
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Falcon, Walter P 
Farmers Home Administration 
Farms and farming. See Agriculture and 
agricultural programs 
Fascell, Repr. Dante B 
Fauntroy, Walter 
Federal audit and investigation func- 
tions, reorganization of 
Federal bureaucracy. 
Federal civil service reform 
Atlantic City, N.J. 
Democratic campaign luncheon, re- 
marks 1551, 
United Steelworkers of America con- 
vention, remarks 
Business leaders, meeting with the 
President 
Columbia, Mo., Midcontinent Farm- 
ers Association, remarks 
Congressional action on reform and 
reorganization 
1318, 1346, 1407, 1468, 
House Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee’s action on _legisla- 
tion 1318, 














Interview remarks__ 1347, 1348, 1350, 


Meeting with the Cabinet 
News conference remarks 
Reform and reorganization, question- 
and-answer session 
Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1978 
Amendment es 
House Government Operations 
Committee’s action 
Women in senior civil service posi- 
tions 
Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety 
Act of 1969 
Federal Council on the Aging 
Federal departments and agencies 
See also Memorandums to Federal 
Agencies 
Monitoring system 














Urban policy, Executive orders. 1428— 
1418, 


Federal Election Commission 
Federal Emergency Management Agen- 
cy 1393, 
Federal employees 
Combined Federal Campaign 
Federal civil service reform____ 





Housing 
Pay increases 
Federal grants_ 





TS, 


1327, 1423, 1480, 





Federal Highway Administration__ 
Federal Mine Safety and Health Review 
Commission 1270, 1279, 1343, 
Federal Pay, Advisory Committee cv Se 
Federal procurement in labor surplus 
areas 1428, 1429, 





1357, 


1511 


31 
1512 


1346 
1351 


1251 
1346 
1412 


1371 
1431 
1458 


1572 


1361-1375, 


1491 
1430 
1485 
1350 
1381 


1346 
1457 


1432 


Federal Procurement Policy, Office of_ 1381, 


Federal recreation and historic sites in 
Georgia and Kansas 





1433 
1424 


Federal Reserve System 
Board of Directors, member__-_1478, 
Board of Governors, Chairman 
1441, 1489, 
Discount rate increase 
Federal civil service reform 
Federal Seasonal Loan Program 
Federal space management 
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